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Preface
*

to the Third Edition

In his preface to the second edition of How o Study, Kornhauser began
by noting that some measure and justification of his little book’s intrinsic
value are found in “[i]ts continued extensive use, twenty years after publi-
cation.” Another half century has passed since he made this observation;
yet this book seems no less appropriate now than it was then. Although I
first learned of the book only recently, on several occasions since then I
have mentioned it in groups of colleagues. Each time, at least one of those
present—who have typically been somewhat older than myself—has
responded by noting they remember it well, having used it as student them-
selves, and in fact still have their copy of it, a response that has both
pleased and amused me. My interest in this little volume, though, is not so
much that of someone who, like my colleagues, has cherished it for years
but rather it is that of someone who searched for just such a book, discov-
ered it only recently, and is pleased to help make it available to yet another
generation of students who hope to become scholars, or at least more
scholarly when they study.

During the six years I was director of Learning Resources and consult-
ant in Study Skills in the College at the University of Chicago, 1 worked
with hundreds of young people each year who were having difficulties
making a successful transition from high school to college. For many of
these students, the difficulties they were experiencing were centered in a
single discipline, such as mathematics, or with a single skill, such as writ-
ing papers. But for the others, the problems were more global. Typically
these were students for whom high school had been easy and success more



