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Abstract

Given an imperfection of the historical consciousness in
the current study of Chinese language education, the thesis is
to emphasize the meaning of “history position” in the research
of modern Chinese language education and provide some sug-
gestions for the current language education and its research,
passing through the development of Chinese modern language
education during its earlier period. The study contains four
parts as follows:

Firstly, the language education research is done for ap-
proaches to contemporary education problems from a historical
angle of view of education research, namely the history cul-
ture. The contemporary problems are suggested to be solved
under the background of the history due to the reality of im-
perfection of historical awareness in the contemporary lan-
guage education research. In addition to the importance of his-
torical approach in the research, some terms-“language”, “lan-
guage education”, “modern language education”, “earlier peri-
od” are defined again and a brief account of textual writing way
is given in this part.

Secondly, the thesis interprets some internal and external
reasons affecting the change of the development of the modern
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Chinese language education. The change from a pre-academics
period to an academics period makes the language education
have a “modern” content. On the one hand, the ancient lan-
guage education is characteristic of “ethics”, “political”, “out-
side” and “past”, which is not fit to the modern society, Con-
sequently, the language education is forced to have a change
for the modern society. On the other hand, Chinese language
education is forced to have a difficult change toward “modern”
because of the variety of particular social situations in Opium
War in the Chinese history.

And then, the thesis discusses three features (populariza-
tion, humanization, and scientificalness ) of the development
of Chinese modern language education in its earlier days. The
Chinese language education has been walking on towards the
three features from its earlier days of the 20th century. It is
the three features that represent the development of modern
Chinese language education during a century.

The last part of the thesis is about an introspection of the
three features of modern Chinese language education in its ear-
lier period, including some success and failure as well as les-
sons and suggestions to the contemporary language education.

The research clarifies some basic concepts and questions
of language education and its research such as how to handle
some relationships like inside and outside, history and reality,
‘gradual and radical, theory and practice, macro, medium and
micro views. Also an attribution is given to the definition and
features of the term “language and culture”. Meanwhile, the
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differences and similarities are explored in the study among the
terms of a wide language education, school language education
and academics language education, All the above efforts are
made to provide beneficial experience and suggestions to the
contemporary language education and its research and the re-
form of fundamental language education as well,

Based on the research in the light of “historical position or
consciousness”, some essential conclusions about language ed-
ucation are drawn as follows:

1. Language education is not separated from but melted in
the development of the society although affected by society,
politics, culture and economy.

2. Language education needs a long-time evolution not a
short-time revolution.

3. Faced with the complicated reality, language education
needs assimilate nutriment in the new stage of society in order
to be characteristics of modern education as well as native fea-
tures, literary works and knowledge, teaching and learning,
teaching and studying, etc,

Only so far can language education solve some basic rela-
tionships of change and inheriting, inside and outside, writings
and truth, writings in classical and modern Chinese.

In a word, the actual history is regarded as a contempora-
ry history. The thesis has two main purposes: one is to evalu-
ate the gains and losses of modern Chinese language education
during its earlier stage by discussing its development. And the
other is to have a better understanding of the logic law of the
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21st Chinese language education development and to search for
its ideal roads. Noticeably, the thesis is not to approve the
present by denying the past, but to tell people what we have
done, what we should avoid ,what we should carry on as well

as what we should enrich due to history as a mirror.

Keyword: language education; Chinese modern language

education; an earlier stage; features
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