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GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

1. The Spirits of Fountains and Trees

The earliest Greeks seem to have bowed down in

prayer before the great forces of nature—thunder and

lightning, wind and rain, flood and earthquake.

“There are powers back of all these fhings,” said

the Greeks. “Let us worship them.” 5

So it was that they knelt to the Spirits of Fountains

and Trees, of Caves and Mountains.

They did not

then speak of such gods as Zeus and Hera, Hades

and Hermes.

Trees were supposed to have a special sacredness. 10

Certain ones were thought sacred to certain god-

powers.

Large caves were worshiped because of the mysterious

darkness within.

People tossed dice in front of a

certain cave and thought that the god-power would 15

make the dice fall in such a way as to answer questions.

In time the Greeks became tired of not knowing

how the gods looked. Statues were made as images

of the spirits of gods.

What shape did they give to

back of -+ - HERE
bow (bau) vi . &3k
cave (keiv) n.f7T
certain (Isoitn) adj. eHl, K
darkness ('daknis) n. B

NACEL

R, BT

earthquake (' kweik] n.HiE
fall (foi) vi. % T

flood (flad) n.#t7K

force (fos) n. /1

dice (dais) n. die (dai) § E ¥ fountain ('fauntin) n.3EK

front (frant) ».RIE
in front of -+ 7£--- R

| god-power ('godpaus) =.# 7]

Hades ('heidiz) .7 i # &
FFRIAREMEE

Hera (thiora) n. & EM & &
HzE

Hermes ('haimiz) n. 7 #i&
FRILER BE RT REE
B, RN E -

how (hau) adv. i, EHE

image ('imidz) »n.JE%

kneel (nii) (knelt) vi.BEF

let (let) (let) wz.ik
let us -+ it#A]

lightning ('laitniy) ». A&

look (luk) vi.FHE&E¥X

mysterious (mis 'tisriss) adj.
B

myth (mi6) ».#i&

nature ('neitfs) n. H R

people (tpizpl) 7. A, Afl]

power (paus) »n. 1%

prayer (prea) n.3¥7#%

question (tkwestfan) 2. [a]&

sacred ('seikrid) adj, X8

sacredness [('seikridnis) ». X

seem (sim]) vi. BRFE, MIF

shape (feip) ».TER

special ('spefal) adj. 5T

Spirit ('spirit) ». R

statue ('steetju:) ».BER

such (satf)
such---as ¥, Lim

suppose (s 'pouz) vz. AN

then (8en) ady. 4t

thunder ('6anda) ».%&

tired (taisd) adj. KM

toss (tos) .3, ¥

wind (wind) ». X

within. (wid in) adv.fE-- HEP

worship (\wa:fip) vt. 525
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1.seem to have bowed ftl 7-C. 7Bl  in prayer #7# 2 - 3.\ thunder %/ earthquake ¥ %
Xt the great forces of nature ( H SRR iK1 B) M E UL, BRFPLIE,  4.back of-+ fE--
HHJE 6.So it was that-- TJ& (it$5 that--- LIS #4) 8.speak of such gods as i
FlEm - Z2M M 10.were supposed to have-- TN N E 7  11.ones = trees, were
thought sacred to--- AN E A #7113 - 14. the mysterious darkness within 17 P 7 35 i)
B tossed dice P T (N T HEI M H/R)  16.make the dice fall--- i T % T
17.became tired of not knowing Kl RHIE - M/ZZI K not H 7E3) 417 knowing Z /i, fR
LX) Fid.  18.how the gods looked A BIFE AN 18 — 19. as images of -+ {EH
""" HIE%R 19.What - they( = the Greeks)--- 7 Bt AbXFiEE % H]




GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

their gods ?

for what other creature on earth could they think so

The human shape. That was natural,

nobly made ? It was also natural that they should
make their gods look like the most beautiful persons
who could be found. 5
Even after the gods had been put into human shape,
their homes were mountains, caves, trees and fountains.
The home of the chief gods was Mount Olympus.
Other gods were located here and there all over the
land and sea. 10
Statues of gods and goddesses were often placed
under the branches of trees. This was to protect them
from rain and snow, to give them shelter. Sometimes
statues were placed in hollows made in tree trunks.
The tree-home for the gods was the beginning of the 15
temple.- Later on the Greeks made marvelous temples

to house their gods.

2. A War of Giants and Gods

The Greeks thought up stories to tell about how
the world was begun, and how giants, gods and people
came to be. 20

First of all, said the story-tellers, the world was all

creature ('kritfa] n.4 ]
earth (28] ».MiER
on earth fEMR I
even ('itvon) adv. B ff
first of all B¥], &5
find (faind) (found) wz. 3£ %

all over--- R
beginning (bi 'ginig) ».& ¥
branch (bramtf) n.#
cave (keiv] n. 7T
chief (tfif) adj. FEH
come to be =4

fountain ('fauntin) =.E7K
Giant (tdzaient) n. (F & #i&
#)E A
hollow [(tholou) n. 7%
human (thjuimsn) adj. AZKH
land (leend) = . i
later on J5 %
locate (tiokeit]) vr. 3 &
be located 7 F, fii T
look like - &i&¥i&
marvelous (! ma:vlss) adj. A~ A
B, 50
Mount Olympus (maunt o 'limpes |
n. BAKICHT L
natural ('nsetforal) adj. H R
nobly ('noubli) adv. & 5 #
over i all over 3 4b, i X
people (tpipl) n. A, Afl]
person ('pasn) 7. A
place (pleis) vt. &
protect [pro ttekt) wz. R
protect -+ from R4 {f % 5% -
put (put) (put) vz.EKH
shape (feip) n.FE®
shelter [(!felta) = . ¥4
statue (1steetju:) ». BE{R, 21§
story-teller (!storitela) n. #F#
HHA '
temple (templ) ».3FJ&
_think up %4
tree-home (trichoum] ».# =R
trunk (tragk) ». 8T
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1. (They gave their gods) The human shape 2 - 3.for what other creature-:- could they ( =
the Greeks) think so nobly made [as human beings) 7 J& [ []41] = for they could not think any
other creature [to be) <o nobly made (as human beings) X % fth {14~ A48 % th tHE 5 b4 fa] 3L
A (R e ) it S Hi . 3.1t was also natural that---should [a] £ [ X (1)
J& (It 4§ that LA)ii %)) 3 - 4.should make their gods look like:-- 4% #1514 -
4 - 5.the most beautiful persons who could be found fJf fE UL 3| (f) sz #8255 1¥) N 6.had been
put into human shape 1117 [ AfIE A (L4 : put it into Japanese i 5 H i%)  9.were lo-
cated (BiBNIER) {74 T, L T 9 — 10.all over the land and sea i #it £l ¥ 7 (49 45 4b -
12.This was to protect them ( = statues) from--- 3 fil i1 (¥11%) % -~  13.to give them
( = statues) shelter J& fjij )'L to protect them from rain and snow 1] 53 —Fl 7%  14.hollows
made in -+ 7E - F ) 254 16.Later on J5 ¥  17.to house their gods % i i
18. thought up %iili to tell about how--- YFA/EFE -  20.came to be = came to exist, came
into existence F=4  21.First of all ¥/, said the story-tellers J&ifi A\ i5 .




_GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

mixed up. Fire, .earth and water were in a jumble.
Then Heaven and Earth came to be. Heaven was a
god, and Earth was a goddess. They had many children
who were giants. One of these was Cronus, ruler of
time.

Cronus was told by his father that one of his sons
Hoping to prevent this,
The one

would take away his power.
he swallowed all his children—except one.
he did not swallow, was named Zeus. Little Zeus was
saved when his mother gave the old giant a stone dressed
up like a baby to swallow. She then hid the child
in a cave.

When Zeus grew up, he heard that his brothers and
sisters had been swallowed, and became angry. Cronus
was tricked into drinking liquor which made him cough.
When he coughed, out came the children and the stone
dressed like Zeus !

The sons and daughters of Cronus were angry, and
the father was angry, too. A war was started. Cronus
and most of the giants were on one side. Zeus and
his brothers and sisters formed the other side, helped by
a few of the giants.

Zeus and his helpers took their stand on the top of

angry (‘engri) adj . BUEH

away (o'wei) adv.-- 3%, ¥ (FHRWHER)EH AN TS
take away FHL SHE

cave (keiv) n.¥H /T dress (dres) v. 5%, {TH
come to be =4 dress up th¥

cough (kof) vi. X%k drink (drigk) vz.%§

Cronus ('krounas) n. 3T EE0T,

Earth (20) n.3#h, 5 Heaven
Xt

except (ik 'sept) prep. B3, B
sk

few (fju:) adj.
a few ¥

form (fom) . B

giant (tdzaiont) n.E A

grow(grou) (grew, grown) wi.

grow up KX
Heaven (thevan) n.X
help (help) vz. Bl
helper (thelps) ».#BBI#
hope (houp) vz.%&HE
jumble (tdzambl) . IR
liquor ('liks) ».7H
mix (miks) v.1B&
mix up REF
name (neim) vt.J4%, M4
power (paua) n.#H
prevent (pri'vent) vz. Bk
ruler (truila) n. ¥ H, TEH
save [(seiv) vt. ¥
side (said) n.— 7
stand (steend) ».REH#
take a stand 5 %
start (stat) vz.FFif
swallow ('swolou) vt. &
tell (tel) (told) vz.&F
trick (trik) oz. K%
trick (a person) into---

LB ¢2
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MEET. RRBH, MEBEL®H. HIIBTF3%F, RLFFHREE Ao
Hop— (U REN, t2ENENTEE,

RREHNLESHM, MR- DI FETRMHR N 2REHF
EHIEHERE, RELBIUBET—RE—THN, ITVERST
MILFBUET. IEHFNEEE—ROAENRE)L, EBEEASBT,
MR T NEEF. ABWEIZFBEDRD,

HEKARAT, FHASCHRRERBRSEN, + 258K BREH
HRB T EHMERMAE, 2R, B8 5L 50 {05 5 5 5 0 6 3k 2
0t 3 &%,

RREFRILEMN+ IS8, IMLRLFLRESH. —BREFHBT.
BREHANASHEAN—F, BHFNMCNIFEEARRS—H, HBHD
BNGIE ARBED, '

B ABEMNASET RMTH LR, MPLE ANERTH—

MR

1.was all mixed up (it 5 )— /B were in a jumble = were all mixed up - 2.came to be =
came to exist, came into existence ;=4 4 — 5. ruler of time 2§ 3C Cronus #J[F] {5, K I &
Insidl,  7.take away ZFHU Hoping to prevent this, he swallowed:- = He hoped to prevent
this and swallowed::* 8. The one ( = child) (whom) he did not-- 9.was named Zeus %4 | #{
¥, BU& R @ T, The one--- £ F i,  10.a stone (which was) dressed up like a baby —3k
hER B ILAA L 14.became angry £ 152 he( = Zeus) 15.was tricked into drinking:
%R (be tricked into-- doing B3R --) which made him cough (&7 ){f {t: % ¥ 16.out
came the children and the stone ' = the children and the stone:** came out 19.A war was
started —3 i F 4T  20.were on one side %i7E—77 21.formed the other side J& i 5
—7J  21-22.(being) helped by a few of - BRI LEHJLA -y #HB)  23.took their stand
o # -
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GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

Mount Olympus, while the giants were on a near-by

peak. The fighting was long and terrible. Trees,
bowlders, and lightning bolts were hurled back and
forth.

After the war had gone on for ten years, the giants
were beaten. One of them, Atlas, was made to hold up
the sky. Cronus ran away to Italy. Zeus and his
brothers and sisters became gods and goddesses, and

ruled the world.

3. Zeus, King of the Gods

Free from all fear of Cronus, Zeus and two of his
brothers (Poseidon and Hades) divided power over the
world. Poseidon became ruler of the seas, while Hades
took control of the underworld, the kingdom of the
dead. Zeus was said to have power over the bright
world of day and to be king of the gods. He lived on
Mount Olympus.

Zeus was married more than once. His first wife was
named Metis. It was Metis who made Cronus cough
up the children. Later Zeus married a goddess
named Hera. She was good-looking, but her nature

was jealous. That was unlucky, indeed, because Zeus

20

bolt (boult) n. N, BH
bowlder (boulda) ».5RA
bright (brait) adj. ARy
control (ken 'troul) n. ¥l
cough (kof) vi. BB
cough up ZMKH i, B

Atlas (teetlas) n. (7 BB iE
#y ) B 4 L Bt
away (a'wei) adv. B
run away K
back and forth A E., 3 [E]
beat (bit) (beat, beaten) vz.3T

Cronus ('krounss) n. (F R #iE
PO I FEHFRERE
dead (ded) cdj.FEM
the dead A, t&
divide (di 'vaid) .4, /A
fear (fia) n. B
fighting ('faitig)n., adj. 83}
forth (fo®) adv.BITFHY
free from %
giant ('dzaient) n. EA
go on R4k, #17
good-looking ('gud 'lukip) adj.
WFEH

Hades (theidiz) n.PMa 8847 (% B
HEFHEE

Hera ('hiera) ». #R$L (F B #%

. P)EHZE

hold (hould) vz.X##

hurl (hail) ve. #H

indeed (in 'di:d) adv.HBR

Italy (vitali) ». BXF|

jealous ('dgeles) adj.¥EIPHY

kingdom ('kigdem) n. EEH

later (Vleits) adv. /5%

lightning ('laitnig) =. % H

married (' meerid) adj. 486 #,
EEH :

Metis ('mitis) n. (& EMHIES)
Wz E

Mount Olympus (maunt o 'limpas)
n. SAKICHT LY
name (neim) vz. B4, @4
nature ('neitfa) n.Z& ¥
near-by ('niabai) adj.HiE#Y
once (wans) adv.
more than once A 1t—K
over (touva) prep. &2 b, ¥
[

pean (pik) n. Ll

Poseidon (po'saiden) n. i EX
(7 BB 05 P Y ) M

power (paus) n.# A

rule (ruil) w. 4538

ruler ('rula) ». %K E

terrible ('terabl) adj.BHifY

undorworId ('andaywaid] n. &

unluck (an '1aki) ad; **9‘]
while {hwml] conj .
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WL, a3 BKMB M. IEEENRBUAN MWOHNE,

WEHRITTE2E, PLEEAKXNT. EP—UUAKAFNEA
RKEBR, RREHBERKN, B AMNTBERUR T K@, R
attRe

F=EF BHN,A#ZE

BHAAMAR T ZB(REZNE/MNTEER I NRBENAR
B, N0k T NHANEAN. REZRIBFENLE, MESHIE
HERE—XENTIE. BREFNAONLHNBBER, HRAGRHLZ
To tHEEERMITAL Lo
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1.while:-- M-+, W=+ 3 ~4.back and forth > [a], i &. 5.After the war had gone on for
ten years f{ §+ 5% T 1-4E 2 )5  6.0ne of them ( = the giants) &t atlas (1Y [] {15, was
made to- # Uk 35 -+ 10. (Being) Free from all fear of -+ 5¢ & 2 fii [ af - (1) Zv{H
11.divided the power over the world 4}l | XI A48 iE4L 13 took control of -+ # ] T

+ 13 - 14. the kingdom of the dead 5t # ) £[H, /& the underworld #J[F] {LiF. 14 -
15.was said to have- and to be-:- #EHEIA - I M K-+ 14 - 15. the bright world of day Jt:
A EEHAR  17.was married more than once Z5 8§ A IE—K  18.1t was Metis who'* /&
BT (It is who (that) -+ & XF BB RN 4] EL,) 18 - 19. made Cronus cough up
the children {if 5 3% & {71 F <o % i R 19~ 20.a goddess named Hera — 3L ML s L ) 4
21.That 15 R0 SO LA 2%

-



-

GREEK GODS AND MYTHS

did not prove a good husband. He had love affairs
with quite a few goddesses and beautiful women.
Whenever Hera heard of such an affair, she grew hot
with rage. Sometimes she simply scolded him, but
more often she tried to take revenge upon the person
who caught his fancy.

The Greeks declared that in some cases Zeus assumed
the form of an eagle. An old Greek picture shows
Zeus as an eagle bearing a pretty maiden up to heaven.

The maiden had been picking flowers on a mountain

side. Zeus, flying overhead, saw her and swooped down.

and carried her away.

Most of the gods and goddesses of olden Greece were
supposed to live on the top of Mount Olympus, a peak
in the far north of the country. Their homes were
palaces of a golden colour. The finest belonged to
Zeus, who was a daily host to the others. They gathered
in a great hall and feasted on ambrosia and nectar,
while they talked of affairs in heaven and on
earth.

Ambrosia, a delicious food, gave everlasting life to
all who ate it. Nectar was a sweet and delightful drink.
During the feasts, Apollo, god of the sun and of music,

2

away (a'wei) adv. BT
belong (bi 'log) vi./®F
belong to-- & T, %
carry ('keeri) vt. &
case (keis) n.1#5%

affair (o'fea) n. FHiH

ambrosia (e&em ! brouzia) n. (##
BER)HZHEY(TEAK
EXRE)

Apollo (5 'polou) n. B i &

assume (o 'sjum) u. 2, 28

catch one’s fancy & -1

country ('kantri) ».EZE

daily ('deili) adj. #XH
declare (di 'klea) vz. E#
delicious (di 'lifss) adj.3EBKH)
delightful (di '1aitfal) adj. i A

]
drink (drigk) =.{K¥
during ('djusrig) prep.7E-- #ilH]
eagle ('ixgl) n. %
earth(a8) n. AJf]
everlasting (ieva !lastig) adj.
KAH, RRAH
fancy ('fensi) n. &4, K&
feast (fist) vi.lg
feast on---1z, £
few (fju:) adj.
a few —i&
fine (fafn) adj. BEM
form (fom) »n. S
gather (1gedo) vi. R4
grow (grou) (grew, grown)
i 8

.
hall (ho1) »n. KT
hear of - W 3, Wi}
heaven (theven) n. Xt
Hera (thisra) n. B ¥ ZE
host (houst) n. EA, Kl E
in the north of --- % -+ 3t 3
life (laif) n.4
maiden ('meidn) n./4 %
Mount Olympus . R AKICHT L
nectar ('nekta) n. AR Mg AYTHE
olden (touldn) adj. & HH
overhead (ouvo thed) adv. %
peak (pik) n. Ll
pick (pik) . R (%)
prove (pruxv) vi.iEBH
quite (kwait) adv.3EH
rage (reidz) n. K%
revenge (ri'vends) ».1R %
take revenge upon 5
scold (skould) vz.# Y
show (fou) »z. &M
show oneself #I
side (said) =.1U#
simply ('simpli) adv.{U{X, A&
suppose (sa 'pouz) . 8%
swoop (swup) vi. KIfE
talk (tok) vi.ik
try (trai) v. %5
whenever (hwen 'eva) conj. 82

10
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FEAENR ENENZRABNES. £ BEZNTREEPL
BHHBER—RE,BE-UEMAIZ Y EXE, BOPTZRKREAWLLX
Bler BR VD LERERNM, BRD TR, BEHTE S

OFBHNADHR, BRBRAEERMEHURNLE, BREXTERL
HN—EUE, IINZBEEECHNER, BHEERERN—KESRK
£, RBEARBUEA. HNREELRFRNATE, REZAWEWS, %
BRXEABNES,

WER—PRETEAKERSHEREN, LB -—PHEBRANR
o BE5HE, ABASFCHARSREES,

R

1.did not prove (to be) a good husband £ RUERA R —{L4F 3L R (H4E: He proved [to be) a
liar fi JFOEZ /M # ) - had love affairs with 5 - A3 7284%  3.heard of -+ W%, WFiji
3—4.grew hot with rage 72 " 7[i& 4.she simply scolded him fti R B F{ E fth 5. take re-
venge upon--* & 6.who caught his ( = her husband’s) fancy ffifh L K E XM A 7.in
some cases = sometimes 75 B ~ 8. An old Greek picture shows Zeus as an eagle:-- — i 7 & [
FIELEBHE R A — HE  11. (while he was) flying overhead (24 1t) KIlF L% 13-
14. were supposed to live {5 H{E7E 14 — 15.a peak in the far north of--- £ Jt.3 ¥) — &
11#% 16.The finest (home) FiEFEH) 17.who was a daily host to--- & H fE R F -
18.feasted on--- =, "2 21.a delicious food J2 3L Ambrosia [ {[i&. 23.god of the
sun and of music & /3 Apollo ) [F {i1& .
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