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Empirical Analysis of Front Issues on the Application of Law
in Foreign-related Commercial Arbitration in China
By Hou Xiangjing and Xu Chenming

Abstract: Whether the application of law is reasonable or not is a key question in dealing with
commercial disputes by arbitration. It directly restricts the arbitration award, affects the parties’
interests and even associates with creating a better arbitration environment. However, due to the
confidentiality of arbitration, most of the research on foreign-related commercial arbitration in China is
theoretical and the empirical analysis is severe. This essay, from a practical perspective, analyzes two
front issues on foreign-related commercial arbitration in China through case summarization and
analysis, and then provides suggestions.

Key words: severability, applicable law, application of foreign substantive law, autonomy of

will, reservation of public order
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