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Preface
by the Director

During the 1980s when Taiwan’s economy took off
and bloomed, one segment in the crafts industry
rose like a star: the decorative pottery business.
Miaoli was then home to most decorative pottery
manufacturers that sold quality goods to markets
in Europe and North America. One major product
was the various kinds of dolls, which helped the
country to accumulate huge amounts of foreign
exchange reserves, and earned Taiwan the name of
“decorative pottery kingdom”. It was also during this
time that Taiwan Provincial Handicrafts Research
Institute (now National Taiwan Craft Research and
Development Institute) set up the Ceramic Technique
Support Center in Miaoli to help businesses
with technical research and development, talent
cultivation, and improvements in quality and output.
The center not only existed to provide support, but
also contributed to the good times of the industry.

Although the decorative pottery industry is
declining from its peak, its past glory has left its
mark. To record its history, preserve craftsmanship
and provide resources for future development, the
NTCRDI has amassed almost up to three thousand
pieces of decorative pottery work across a wide
range of categories, themes and manufacturing
methods. The collection fully presents the industry’s
development during this period, and helps to
preserve the precious cultural heritage for future
generations.

i ZE SO 4%

Today, as the cultural and creative industry
is burgeoning in Taiwan, the innovation in
craftsmanship has attracted much attention and
created great anticipation. Seeing this collection
of decorative pottery works providing significant
resources for emulation and reference, in terms of
either aesthetic value or remarkable techniques,
the NTCRDI has decided to represent the classic
collection in systematic and active ways. In addition
to running exhibitions to reach wider audiences, the
NTCRDI has compiled a catalog for professionals to
search and study, providing resourceful inspiration
for creativity.

Looking back at the development of Taiwan’s
decorative pottery industry, we know that although
there were reasons for its outward relocation,
Taiwan’s strength in design, marketing and brand
setting is far better than it used to be. We expect that
this catalog can represent the beautiful collections to
people nowadays, garner attention from industry,
and attract those interested to invest efforts and
resources. We hope that this catalog will add to the
momentum of Taiwan’s decorative pottery industry
and create an opportunity for the industry to rebound
and transcend.

Director of National Taiwan Craft
Research and Development Institute

Hsu Keng-Hsiu
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Prologue

Chinese porcelain, to the Western eyes, symbolizes
Chinese civilization. By the 20th century, Chinese
porcelain was considered as the must-have
accessory for the upper class who wished to show
off their social status. Works made with exquisite
craftsmanship were particularly coveted by the
wealthy and the powerful, who demonstrated their
affluence and power with the collection of rarities.
After World War 1I, decorative pottery artworks
were sought after by the burgeoning bourgeoisie
as an expression of personal aesthetic taste. The
demand for the artworks drove relevant industries
to bloom and Taiwan, which strived to boost
its post-war economy, joined in the production
competition.

Decorative Pottery and Beautiful Memories

Miaoli is home to a majority of Taiwan’s decorative
pottery manufacturers. With outstanding
techniques and diligent and careful workers,
quality works were churned out and sold afar,
including markets across Europe and North
America. The production came to its peak
during the 1980s and Taiwan was nicknamed
the “decorative pottery kingdom.” However,
the glory gradually faded with time and pottery
makers were forced to relocate elsewhere due to
disadvantageous exchange rates and rising labor
cost. Also because the industry is export-oriented,
people in Taiwan do not have many chances to
appreciate these delicate ceramic dolls and thus
they know little about decorative pottery.

So how is “decorative pottery” defined? According
to the Encyclopedia of Taiwan by the Ministry of
Culture, decorative pottery, in a broader sense,
refers to porcelain works that serve no practical
functions and are owned as decorative objects.
They are also known as Western artistic ceramics

or Western dolls, characterized by sophisticated
painting skills, as well as bright and cheerful
colors. Decorative pottery works are collected
for personal delight, and the themes are varied,
including: dolls, animals, cartoon figures, flora,
vessels and decoration. European, American
and Japanese style porcelain dolls are the most
common, while there are also traditional Chinese-
style designs.

Miaoli produced not only the ordinary whole-
porcelain dolls and decorative pieces, but also
porcelain dolls that are popular with female
collectors in Europe and North America. These
dolls are partially porcelain, with only the head
and limbs made by porcelain. The eyeballs,
eyelashes, and hair mimic their real counterparts.
The body is made of cloth stuffed with cotton.
The hats and accessories are miniatures of the real
things and are defined by artistic design. Some
can even tell stories. The work itself is a creative
product of different types of craftsmanship.

Three-Thousand-Piece Collection, the Jewels of
Craftsmanship

National Taiwan Craft Research and Development
Institute, to fulfill its role and mission, as well as to
help preserve history and craftsmanship, started
to raise funds in 2001, and actively acquired classic
works from manufacturers to enrich its collection.
Also with works developed by the Institute’s
subordinate Miaoli Ceramic Technique Promotion
Center, the collection has reached approximately
3000 pieces, all with high quality, and excellence
in techniques and innovation. They are the
masterpieces and jewels of the craftsmanship.

The catalogue was compiled to vitalize the
valuable cultural and creative heritage and
represent the masterpieces in groups divided by



method of production, expression theme, date and
provenance. The catalogue provides a systematic
means of display for professionals and the general
public to access to the works. It serves four major
functions:

Collection organization:

Displaying images of the works in a systematic
manner with user-friendly reference features.

Representation of the classics:

Representing the past glories of the trade to
current audiences in regard to decorative
pottery.

Nourishment for cultural and creative industry:

Revitalizing the valuable cultural heritage and
providing nourishment for the cultural and
creative industry.

Momentum for the trade:

Celebrating the achievements of the past,
attracting attention, and motivating innovation
and progress.

The catalogue is arranged first by method of
production, which can be divided into five
major types: onglazing, underglazing, multiple
techniques, colored clay mimic dolls, and works
developed by the Miaoli Branch. The first two
types are whole-porcelain and differ in how the
glaze is painted. The third type involves a wide
range of methods. The fourth type concentrates on
the colored clay and refers to the porcelain doll.
The last refers to works invented by the Institute’s
subordinate Miaoli Ceramic Technique Promotion
Center (called the Miaoli Branch for brevity) and
includes pottery works. Each of the five is sub-
categorized into three items by expression themes:
figurines; flora and fauna; and decorative pieces
and others. Under the sub-categories are the

S i 2 Sk 4%

pictures of the works. Information about the name,
year, size and accession number is also displayed

for ease of understanding.
Lasting Treasure for Cultural and Creative Value

Gone is the past glory, but precious proofs of
them still survive. These works are not only jewels
of porcelain and pottery craftsmanship, but are
also cultural heritage shared by the people. By
organizing exhibits or loaning its collection to
other venues, the Institute has been endeavoring
to create opportunities for the public to appreciate
the art, cultivate a sense of life aesthetics and
inspire interest in craftsmanship. For professionals,
this catalogue provides an important source
of reference for research and inspiration. The
catalogue can serve as a stepping stone for the

development and improvement of the art.

The compilation of the catalogue is just the
beginning. In our plan, all of the images will go
into an online digital database which a broader
audience can access. Modern media, such as
advertisement, community network and 2D
barcode, will also be adopted for promotion. Till
then, you can indulge yourself in the treasures of
the decorative pottery art with a mobile phone or
computer. We'd also like to invite teachers and
students in design and crafts schools and related
fields, either at home or abroad, to join in the
efforts of archive planning and exhibit organizing,.
We believe such collaboration will not only gather
great ideas but also help participants to know more
about the specialties, and exploit the possibilities of
the works.
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