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N Skill Training [ s s 5

Reading Skill
READING FAST TO UNDERSTAND THE THEME OF A TEXT: SKIMMING

Skimming means reading through a passage quickly to get a general idea of its content, it requires the

reader to note only information and clues which provide an idea of the central theme or topic of a piece of
writing. When we skim, we read only selected sentences in order to get the main idea. We should also use
textual clues such as italicized or underlined words, headlines or subtitles, spacing and paragraphing. We
do not read every word or sentence. To skim efficiently, you should:

1. Read the title of the text.

2. Read the first paragraph.

3. Read the first sentence of each of the other paragraphs.

4. Read the final paragraph.

5. Look for key words.

( Practice 1 )

Now take two minutes to skim the following passage for the general idea of it and then write it down

in the space provided.

Read the passage again and do the exercises that follow.

[1] Almost everyone knows that Elvis Presley was a famous singer, but many people don’t fully understand
what he contributed to popular music to earn his widespread fame. Elvis combined different types
of music to form a style called rockabilly, which became one of the key sounds in rock’n’roll. That
this integration of musical styles took place just prior to the civil rights movement, prefiguring social
integration, makes this moment in pop culture history seem momentous.

[2] Elvis wasn’t the first to sing in a rock’n’roll style, so he can’t be credited with inventing it. But, his



version of this new music became widely popular during the mid-1950s. He spread rock’n’roll music

across the country, making it popular to a wide audience, especially teenagers. In that regard, he was a

true innovator.

(3] Elvis also yielded a strong influence on youth culture. During the 1950s, teenagers had begun to think

of themselves as being different from their parents’ generation. Because of the economic prosperity

of the period, teens enjoyed a disposable income that they could spend on themselves instead of

contributing toward family survival. With that money they dressed themselves in fashions marketed

to their age group, went to movies that featured stars of their generation, and listened to music that

appealed to them. So it wasn’t a surprise when Presley’s rock’n’roll music, his hairstyle, and his fashion

sense became a part of this new culture for teenagers.

[4] Later in his career, Presley changed his musical style and his personal look to keep up with the times

and gain popularity among older audiences. He became a movie star during the 1960s and then

returned to live musical performances during the 1970s. Even after his death, his popularity remains

strong among a wide variety of people. This wide popularity, as weil as his important role in American

musical history, makes him a cultural icon.

New Words and Phrases

rockabilly /'roka,bili/ n. ZFHRESR
integration /Intr'greif(®)n/ n. 4if: BH

take place K4:; 4T

prior to  FERTTHIH

prefigure /priz'figa(r)/ vt. TizR: HiJE
momentous /mau'mentas/ adj. <H#); EEMH
credit /'kredrt/ ve. #47; FREE: AT

version /'v3unDf@In/ n. (. B4, Rih&H)RA

in that regard  {EIX J5THI; Tiii—;‘ﬁJ:
innovator / 'tnaverta(r)/ n. e QETE

yield /jizld/ ve. B WD) s PoAE (et a5

prosperity /pro'sperati/ n. Y4HE; E5; K1h

disposable /d1'§pauzab(a)l/ adj. AIBIFI;
A H ALY

survival /sa(r)'vaiv@)l/ n. HE7E; & £17

market to  HERS: {24

appeal /3'pitl/ vi. BWGT; BIEKGS

keep up with (5-+--) FF5TRE: FHF25FF0K; BRI
as well as  BleeseesXovvone; fRoveeeZ Ah () 5 AP

icon /'atkpn/ n. SE=FERER, B
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(Practice 2 )

Match the paragraphs on the left column with the main ideas on the right.

Paragraph(s) Main idea(s)

a. His version of rock’n’roll music became widely popular during the mid-
1
H I 1950s. it L s e N DL B
|
2 . b. Elvis also yielded a strong influence on youth culture.
3 c. His later career.

4 d. His contribution to popular music and his musical influence on America.

[/ Practice 3 )

" Read the passage in more details and decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False

(F). Write T or F on the lines below.

1. Many people don’t understand what he contributed to popular music.

2, That this integration of musical styles took place after the civil rights movement.

3. He spread rock’n’roll music across the country, making it popular only to teenagers.

4. Presley’s rock’n’roll music, his hairstyle, and his fashion sense produced a strong influence on
teenagers.

B After his death, his popularity remains strong among a great number of people.

HEE Reading in De i

e Work in pairs and discuss factors that make a song popular. You may refer to the following tips,

though you are not limited to them.

* good music and lyrics (words) * sung by a famous singer

* sung by the right singer * aiming at the right audience

* effective promotion




TEXT

Elvis Presley’s Musical Influence on America

} Pre-veading “
Answer the following questions with the information from the passage.
1. Who is Elvis Presley?

2. How did he begin to learn music?

3. What influenced his music?

4. What is this article generally about?

Dhnitial Reading

Read the following text as quickly as you can in order to understand the theme of the text. Then

complete the exercises that follow.

[1] Almost everyone knows that Elvis Presley was a famous singer, but many people don’t fully understand
what he contributed to popular music to earn his widespread fame. Elvis combined different types
of music to form a style called rockabilly, which became one of the key sounds in rock’n’roll. That
this integration of musical styles took place just prior to the civil rights movement, prefiguring social
integration, makes this moment in pop culture history seem momentous.

[2] On January 8, 1935, in Tupelo, Mississippi,. Elvis Aron Presley was born a half hour after his stillborn
twin brother, Jesse Garon. While a young boy in Tupelo, Elvis learned to play the guitar from relatives,
and then he fell under the influence of country-western singer Mississippi Slim.

[3] It wasn’t until his family moved to Memphis that Elvis’s real musical education began. The diversity of
music on Memphis’s radio stations exposed Elvis to a variety of genres, which eventually influenced his
music. Memphis also developed into the center for white gospel music during the 1950s, so the four-
part harmonies of the gospel quartets who regularly visited the city became another influence on the
teenage Elvis. In addition, the city’s Beale Street district was home to the clubs and joints where African
American musicians played blues and rhythm and blues. All these Southern-based musical genres
inspired Elvis’s early singing style, which turned out to be a true fusion of sounds.

[4] Elvis wasn’t the first to sing in a rock’n’roll style, so he can’t be credited with inventing it. But, his
version of this new music became widely popular during the mid-1950s. He spread rock’n’roll music

across the country, making it popular to a wide audience, especially teenagers. In that regard, he was a
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true innovator.

[5] Elvis also yielded a strong influence on youth culture. During the 1950s, teenagers had begun to think
of themselves as being different from their parents’ generation. Because of the economic prosperity
of the period, teens enjoyed a disposable income that they could spend on themselves instead of
contributing toward family survival. With that money they dressed themselves in fashions marketed
to their age group, went to movies that featured stars of their generation, and listened to music that
appealed to them. So it wasn’t a surprise when Presley’s rock’n’roll music, his hairstyle, and his fashion
sense became a part of this new culture for teenagers.

[6] Later in his career, Presley changed his musical style and his personal look to keep up with the times
and gain popularity among older audiences. He became a movie star during the 1960s and then
returned to live musical performances during the 1970s. Even after his death, his popularity remains
strong among a wide variety of people. This wide popularity, as well as his important role in American

musical history, makes him a cultural icon.

New Words
stillborn /'st1l ba:(r)n/ adj. AL harmony /'ha:(r)mani/ n. FipE
diversity /dar'vai(rsati/ n. M ZRAL quartet /kwa:(r)'tet/ n. PQEZE ()
genre /'3pnra/ n. (U R, EEEE R blues /bluz/ n. M&EHHR, HiR
#, KA rhythm /'ridam/ n. %5%%; B
gospel /'gosp@)l/ n. faE inspire /In'spara(r)/ vt. Wiih; HHE: TR

Phrases and Expressions
turn out (to be) JFRKZ: GiRZ; EWZ

Related Information

1. Elvis Presley: #R/R4EHT « HHTAN 1935 45 1 A 8 HHAEZFEALLMETE, S5HE, EEBEK
FRER. R 20 HEEERTHERFREZMAY. “WE” XAES RIS E R 78k Kt
HUIHERR, JREA “ORE SN BB o WIR/RYEST « ORI 0 Y B AT LA, R
FRAEFET . M 20 th4g 50 AR {AF) 70 FEAR A IX 20 AR fE], B FELE A 2t 2 S fth FR) AT o] P RSB
AR E M E. SRR « EFEHAALE - CRETEMAEHIAART, B2 —



(¥ 2 A8 SR A & 075 R A L RR AR P B ATF . iR MRAHRATRKE., BEE% HE
ZHEEREEREIARERFEM R &, gt ALZ s ERAEK L.

. civil rights movement: JE#& % EARBGZS) (1955—1968) &FEERAUEH M —H5, FT201t4504F
RS, EZE20HLT0FEAR, RAREBA SIS BN RS KA AGR B YE S i85 . 1ZiE83)
TR HIERAMFBATE, RPIMAREEARBOBEA S, ENEEEBIAEHR T BAS

INEAD B NSCRF - 195448 38 [ 6 B ik e 4 58 #0H & A 2 TR IR B ) AR 19554 flhr B2 5
MEFLFT, BALARUSTHEFRRM A EMBARERE: 1963FERUNKELESE G
RE_THAAHARMIERR . XERMEHGHDT - BE - SFLRERTELRWEYE (RE—
M) . IBENTE19684F SR AR i e, BARFEDT « BE - SMB A% - UL - B
WE BRI R, (EBF)RINMRAE R T7 R RR T 94T — ML AR IR = -

. Mississippi: % 675 LE M & 36 Ep i — AN, AL T2 L AR A, PSR as, JuEm g M,

R BTN, 7aLRRs 5 W M AP H N . A 123 58477 Tk, E50M A FIZE326L, B
AARTE . HVGFE LM FE NN ARG, FESAEVAMAE, AORE. 1540F FHIEFHRK
FKERFBE AT, 1682975 B AR g% /R EFRE G 78 LU B A . LT63FERSEE AT 5 .

17T98F L PP L X, RIARE. 18ITHEMABH, HREHE20M . 186 14 Bl 4t 1R ik
o 18TOFEHHTINATRFL |

. Memphis: i JE 87 3 B H PG R LB —RER T, R WARE R, 2 HEATE M BRI
i, FERERMEHHELE =, KTHTFAMB RGN, LEEEBITAWMT . A X EH
PR T R R X K2 X, SR 7 vE LA BT G e X, SAD
791 260 581 Ao fERE W wIT4E/R . BRRINAI G 4E/R I B 997 M DY Kl B, #FE R A D&%
(Bt R BB, RIEH T HRM LT AL, FREEER (Chickasaw Bluff) £, B (Wolf
River) HJ# M.

. Blues: iR —Fhk T H A FH A0S RAREE R, ERR R HRHRIOMAE . BRI EXkRE
NGBS S5kl . s A Rk, WA R W E " SRR T A BN T
ERTEAERIE. WX REE M AAT & R EE KK, faRe. Btk R, TER
W BEREA. NERMFENRTI, EERAR Y R RPESA RO RRRERNERF K
FETTIRH o

. Rhythm and Blues: #H# AFFAR&B, #HF “ =B " 8 “HHEMELH” , METRLER BEESR
ISR R E SRR INESFREHEREERERE Billboard) T20#L40FEAKFRE . E
T4 T BRAFEG REA, IRAIPEMIRock’n’Roll, DiscofliRap, #5AI 52 FHR&B AR JE MM i -

L
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“Eare L)

There are two subtitles in original passage which are given below. Try to match them with their

correct paragraph(s) according to your understanding of the text.

Subtitle(s) RETEDET L))

a. Elvis’s early musical education 1
b. Elvis Presley’s childhood 4 2
c. Elvis Presley’s e;rtistic z;chiev;menti 7 | 3
d. Elvis Pres|:sy’s suiccessi : 7 4
e. Elvis Presley’s death -y 5
f. Elvis Presley’s impact on popiculture 6

\; ' 7Ei(e;ciise72‘)

Have a look at paragraph 5 to find out how the topic sentence is supported by specific details and

reasonmns.

Topic sentence:

Specific details:
a.

b.

Reasons:

a.

b.

Read in more details and complete the following exercises according to the text.

Answer the following questions.

1. When and where was Elvis Presley born?

«»



2. Why did Memphis’s radio stations eventually influence his music?
3. Why can’t he be credited with inventing rock’n’roll style?

4. How did Elvis Presley have strong influence on youth culture?

Exercise 2)

Choose the best answers according to the text.
1. What does the term “rockabilly” mean?
A. A type of music only with strong beat and simple tunes.
B. A type of modern music with a fast strong rhythm and words which are spoken fast, not sung.
C. A type of American music that combines rock and roll and country music.
D. A type of slow sad music with strong rhythms, developed by African American musicians in the
southern US.

2. Different types of music had strong influence on the teenage Elvis except

A. white gospel music B. heavy metal
C. blues D. rhythm and blues

3. He was a true innovator because

A. he spread rock’n’roll music across the country, making it popular to a wide audience
B. he was the first to sing in a rock’n’roll style

C. he combined different types of music to form a style called rockabilly

D. He invented southern-based musical genres

4. During the 1950s, Teens enjoyed a disposable income that

A. they contributed toward family survival
B. they paid for tuition fees
C. they invested into stock market
D. they could spend on themselves
5. Later in his career, Presley changed his musical style and his personal look in order to
A. have great fun
B. keep up with the times and gain popularity among older audiences
C. make more money

D. find new inspiration




