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Unit 1 The sounds of the world
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Passagel

Americans have contributed (fff F{ #k) to many art forms,
and jazz, a type of music, is one of the art forms that were
started in the United States, Black Americans, who sang and
played the music of their homeland, created jazz.

Jazz is a mixture of music of Africa, the work songs, the
slaves song, and religious (52 # #4) music. Improvisation (E
X5 Z) is an important part of jazz. This is why a jazz song

might sound a little different each time it is played.

Jazz bands formed in the late 1800s. ® They played in bars
and clubs in many towns and cities of the South, especially
New Orleans. New Orleans is an international seaport, and
people from all over the world come to New Orleans to hear
jazz,

Jazz became more and more popular. By the 1920s, jazz
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was popular all over the United States. By the 1940s, you
could hear jazz not only in clubs and bars, but in concert halls
as well. Today, people from all over the world play jazz. Jazz
musicians from the United States, Asia, Africa, South Ameri-
ca, and Europe meet and share their music at festivals on every

continent. In this way jazz continues to grow and change.

REXENET EEERER:

What can be the best title of the passage?

. American Art Forms.

The Developmént of Jazz.

The Music of Black Americans.

. The Birthplace of Jazz.

From the text we can learn that

. New Orleans is the place where jazz was first produced

the American people are all jazz lovers

. jazz is merrily sung by black people when working

. jazz may become less popular as time goes on

It took about years to make jazz popular in the

United States.

A. 200 B.120
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@ This is why a jazz song might sound a little different
each time it is played.

XRER T RMEGRKITEXHBEFARGRE.

@ in the late 1800s
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Passage2

One of the most popular American singers of the twenti-
eth century was Elvis Presley. ® He made the Rock & Roll
music popular around the world. He sold millions of records
and made many successful films, and he helped change the di-

rection of popular music in the 1960s.

Elvis Presley was born in a poor family in 1935. His par-
ents were simple country people who often took him to
church,? where he learned to sing and he never forgot the kind
of songs that he used to sing in church as a child.

When he was a teenager, Elvis moved from Tulepo to

Memphis in Tennessee, where he attended high school, but he
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was not a good student. His only real interest was singing. He
began to sing in the style that is called “country and western”.

In 1955 he recorded some songs for his mother’s birthday.
The people at the recording studio (G F#) liked his singing
and his music. There was something different about it. It was
country and western music, but it also sounded a little like the
music, which black people used to sing in the American
South, music known as “blues”.

Shortly after that, Elvis met Tom Parker, who became
his manager and arranged (2 #HE) concerts for him across the
United States and new recordings as well. Soon Elvis rose to
fame® all over the country. Later, Elvis went to Hollywood
and began to appear in films like Love Me Tender and King
Creole.

But Elvis found it hard to live with success, like many
other entertainment personalities (R FEB NI A )%, He be-
gan to take drugs and his health began to suffer. When he died
at an early age of 42 in 1977, his many millions of fans were
shocked. “The King Is Dead!” the newspaper said. But today
his memory and his music live on and he will always be remem-

bered as the King of Rock & Roll.
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. Which is the right order of Elvis Presley’s life?

Elvis went to high school in Memphis.

. Elvis was born in Tulepo, Mississippi.

Tom Parker became Elvis’s manager.

. Elvis recorded some songs for his mother’s birthday.

Elvis learned to sing at church.

Elvis gave concerts all across America.
b, ey a, dy ¢, {

b, ey a, ¢y dy f

a, b,e,d,c, f

f, a, b, e, d, ¢

Judging from the passage, we may conclude

. Elvis forgot his church music at a later age

his church songs helped his development in his singing

Elvis didn’t get any help from his parents in singing

. his church songs didn’t help develop his own style

What was Elvis’s style of singing like most probably?

. Only country and western.

Only country and blue.
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C. Both western and country.

D. Not only country and western but also a bit “blues”.

1= J=S

@ Elvis Presley U /R4S « 3 B #7 A (1935-1977), X #K
“BE” RE—MUHSHEAANEA T AM#ZRATHA
AKE.

@ took him to church # bk ML

@ rose to fame ZFEE

@ But Elvis found it hard to live with success, like many
other entertainment personalities,

HEMAMRERFBANA LB, XREH B CHEAE
ERIhZEEEBIRE.

Passage3

To me, life without music would not be exciting. I realizé
that this is not true for everybody. Many people get along
quite well without going to the concert or listening to the re-
cord. But music plays an important part in everyone's life,
whether he realizes it or not. ® Try to imagine, for example,

what films or TV plays would be like without music. ® Would
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the feelings. the moving plots (1§¥), and the greatest inter-
‘ests, be as exciting or dramatic (B A XEItEA)? I'm not sure
abour it,

Now, we have been speaking of music in its more common
meaning — the kind of music we hear in the concert hall. But if
we look at some parts of music more closely, we discover them
in our everyday life too—in the rhythm (BEf) of the sea, the
melody of a bird in the woods and so on. So music surely has
meanings for everyone in some way or other.® And, of
course, it has special meaning for those who have spent all
their lives working on playing or writing music.

Once a great man said, “Through music a child enters a
world of beauty, expresses himself from his heart, feels the
joy of doing things alone, learns to take care of others, devel-

ops his mind and makes his body strong. ”

REXFEAF ABTHRER:

1. What is the passage mainly about?
A. Life full of music.
B. Life without music.

C. Importance of music.
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D. Development of music.

2. From the text, we know that many people

A. don’t realize the importance of music

B. get along quite well without music

C. go to the concert instead of enjoying films

D. think music would be less exciting than films

3. In the writer’s opinion, if there was no music in films
or TV plays, .

A. the cinema and theatre would be quiet

. we would lose some of the audience

. everything would be as exciting as before

. it would be hard to imagine the result

. What does the underlined word “melody” mean in the
text?

A. Flying. B. Looking.

C. Singing. D. Meaning.

o O O O O O»H«»*«»*#ﬂ»***%*ﬂ#ﬂ-—**
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@ whether he realizes it or not

A REEIREX— R

@ Try to imagine, for example, what films or TV plays

would be like without music.
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Passaget

One evening, long after most people had gone to bed, a
friend of mine and I were 1 our way home happily through
the 2 street. We had been to a musical(F Sk B B))and were

3 about the people we had seen and heard in it.

“The show 4 him a star overnight. ”? said my friend

about one of them, “He was completely 5 before. And
now thousands of people 6 him gifts and letters.” “I

thought him quite good,” 1 said, “but not 7 thousands of

o0 O O O O-*-'w%-#—#MH—*%-#%4+~+n-—#—»vH-+

letters. As a matter of 8 , one of his songs gave me a
shock (). 1t was too noisy. ” “What was that?” my friend
asked me, “ 9 it to me.” I began to sing. “Do be quiet.
You will give everybody a shock and _ 10 them up for miles
__ 11 ;besides, there will be a policeman in front of us.” My

friend gave me a 12 look.




