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T 1581 B
Pretace to the Revised Edition

ABRRELEBMERFIMERER " TWATGE" RN B
MR R. HERALERXRBIBEEZRKSALEE(E IR
BIEEER)PRA TR DITE, HFRREMBEZREZE
FRBE, BXAK, MEBC/LTEXRNBF I, (ET
THZIE:

This book contains some of my research findings

while I was teaching Modern Chinese at the Foreign
LLanguage Department of Shanghai Normal University.
Adopting basically Mr. Zhang Zhigong's Provisional
Grammatical System in Modern Chinese, and drawing
upon the quintessence of the writings of other grammar-
lans as well as my own teaching practice, 1 make the
following revisions:

1. EEENIEIBR. RIEEEE. BrRsxFMaE%
BE—EEEXZEBEEPHNREXRLE; RICKERE(H
riE ) ‘BT MEE(2E.RE . 5. BE) S5 EIEXR
LB (EBFEN ‘R EAESEE, EAFEWPERIE
) o

The " compound predicate” version is discarded.

Instead I combine verbs with modal verbs and directional
verbs as the endocentrie relation in a complex predicate.

[ combine the link verb “i&" with nouns, pronouns,
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numerals and measure words and look upon them as the
predicate-object relation. ( The character “ ;& " placed
betore an adjective 1s considered as an adverbial. )

2. AT TE, BIAAMBENRE—H, EQFPR
UYL, T, BIEMBERIANEFTRS P XH, 0
RXENDFRR R A=ZANFR . EFENBERAFFHE
BT REMMERDFROETRS; B RiBEMNES
BIERREMS -

Regarding the elements in a sentence, | hold that com-

L]

plements, like objects, are not negligible in a sentence, so 1
count the complements into related elements. Thus, the
sentence elements in modern Chinese are divided into three
levels: subjects and predicates are the primarv elements;
objects and complements are additional elements: attri-
butes, adverbials and modifiers of the whole sentence
are secondary elements,

3. R AT E2a(APFANAE)HIME, TEHM
RXNEBEEZZEEP REXERER S BEN G FH ‘a2
", BRIAAFBRAEAFENPRNTUZEYBE. WA
JPESMAREMNG TS, XHQEBERR2E, X2
HRAXEBGZRFRFTEREN—FaE,

I have enlarged the extension of the embedded

&

structure sentence pattern, In the former writings, the
embedded structure sentence 18 defined as such that only
the Subject-Predicate (S-P) phrase is used as the predi-
cate, But my definition is broader in that the S-P phrase
can be used not only as a predicate, but also as all other
elements I a sentence, This Is a sentence pattern with
Chinese characteristics in modern Chinese construction.

4. BNHERRINE AL, AT HHE, HEE, 4
I



sh, FSEMEAMEE; AR, AECRTOFRA M.
REXRAEHZE TEM O (BINBIEIHT R
HPRE EES T, 10 fol 918 136K " 0 T W1 1B
A, 0 Rk (— R ) B B AT A BN, Y B A TIE
S RS E Wt B AR E R, A E A
BEBRAXRMT, I f] ViEX Z." T A F RS
M EABROAH N LRE(BIEE ()'RED

WEREIGF " (R)

| consider word as the smallest unit in sentence

construction. When the combination of words is not put in a
sentence, 1t 1§ called phrase, otherwise, the combination is
analyzed as the sentence elements, Endocentric phrase is
analyzed as either attribute-subject, e, g FHI B T -

(My book is worn out, ), or as adverbial-predicate, e, g
{1818 H % . (He is coming slowly. ) In addition, it can
be treated as predicate-complement, e. g {RFHE — K IE.
( You just go please. ) When coordinate phrase is the
subject, it 1s analyzed as coordinate subject, e. g it F
FE M. (Chatting and laughing is really a pleasure. )
Coordinate phrase is regarded as coordinate relation of
complex predicate while it is the predicate in sentences,
e. g 13X 3% X 3% . (They are chatting and laughing. )
Furthermore, it is regards as embedded structure
sentence while becoming part of sentences, e. g. /[ iR &
w8 % . (Beauty of the mind is the most important. )
FENMAEF EE 7, (1 saw her practising writing at
home. )

=3‘=5FE 56la), BREHIT T AFRD . FSWT:Z
E B K5 (3MB)  (BiB) .CRE) 5K (£
@ ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁu
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[ have made analysis on all the sentence elements in
the Chinese sentences of this book., The symbols are as

follows; Subject; Predicate; Object; { Complement ) ;

( Attribute) ; [ Adverbial | ; | Special Element (a modifier

of a whole sentence); Pivot. Please pay attention to

them.

KA ITRFECEX T REEOFSHEENHEITEFMUR
BEXHETAFENRZZAL, N HE—EQBARFRE
g6 a), FFIEINT 100 A F fla, MEXBPHEF 500 4 fF)
). 800 REAHAIE. AAEFRERER.ER,BITENKT I
AR A BFIFTE AN FS, F BB R .

The revised edition of the book mainly corrects some

mistakes in Chinese phonetic notion and English translation,
and discards several sentences that are not so practical or of a
confusing sentence pattern. 100 new sample sentences are
added in the book, so there are up to 500 sentences and over
800 commonly-used words, In addition, with the aim of
making it easier to read and consult, this edition enlarges the
format of the book and the point size of the characters in
the part of Sentence Construction Patterns and Analysis
of Examples, and designs the sentence patterns form as a
foldout.

JR5CPEC CD XA MP3 &, X BT AXEINIEXN R,
AETHXENETE  EFTFHREXEZEINE.

The onginal CD is changed to an MP3 disc and now

it contains both Chinese and English versions of the
recording to help the readers learn Chinese more
conveniently,

MABAFZIRMES BLXE—FRZ2. MAELED
MBI EPHBLEERH. RBEN/NANMXEEG AR (4]

\'
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), ABRER, BREMER, SUEERIEEZEMIF IS

It 18 reall}* a shortcut to leam a languagt starting from

sentence patterns. And my summing up eight concise and
practical sentence patterns from the complicated modemn
Chinese syntax 1s somewhat a try, thus mistakes may be
unavoidable, 1 beg sincerely both specialists and readers to
give me suggestions and corrections.

AREPERBRAZREBERBE BT AT MAEE,H
BIMNBEDHERFERFZEFLZTEN ik, H—FH
B o

The original translations are done by Mr, Shi Zhong-

shan, associate professor of English College, University
of Science and Technology of China, and the new contents
are translated by Ms Tan Jing from East China Normal
University. I hereby express my heart-felt thanks to both of

themn,

T#&
—O0x%—A
Ding Haosen
January. 2007
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—, BAXBEBLET

—. BREEIEN
A Brief Introduction to

Modern Chinese

Characteristics

BERAMNZARBNIR, EBEFEMAEREARR
BREEANBRNANRN, PESEFRELF . XALFEATE
ZEHE EAATMERNPEATZAEB, RET F
SIXBHAE . '

l.anguage is a tool in the exchange of human ideas,

With China's joining the WTO and further deepening of |
reform and opening policy, China's contacts with the
outside world have become more and more frequent in
the fields of economy and culture, In order to facilitate
the communication of foreigners with Chinese people, a
great upsurge in learning of Chinese is gaining ground.
ABMEILBEANNAN 2R (FTER), BAEZA
XEBHEERESHELEN PR, HEFEPEX B E
MP3 &, ASNEAFIRNBRE T —FEMNTTEZ. BA
REFETHRAXNENEGARN(E), RNAEE—KR=.
AT RHEFHAEBQEER . ABFFEZEANXIEAF,
TREFIFHESEBIADENEN

This book contains & patterns in modern Chinese

1
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—HRANEFEGLK

sentence construction. blending over 800 commonly-used
Chinese words and expressions into 500 sample sentences,
together with an MP3 disc of standard Mandarin and English
pronunciation, thus providing a quick guide to the learning of
Chinese for foreign friends. Only when you have a good grasp
of sentence construction patterns in modern Chinese, can you
draw inferences about other cases [rom one instance,
reproduce numerous rich and colorful Chinese sentences
of similar sentence patterns by analogy, and finally
improve your ability in reading and writing modern
Chinese effectively.
FERINMERESN=1EFT—EET . JLO8E=
MNAEEEMNE—THARDGENT S

Hereunder we would like to briefly introduce the

nY

characteristics of modern Chinese according to three key
elements in the construction of the language — phonology,
lexicon and grammar.,

BRBESMNYRNR. ERABRRERERE KN,
BEASNBNYER, ERENES, B TAXEIRAE
(EERK,BEER) SEZ PR IEAFEIXIEE
=M, BEIR=R:

Phonology is the physical outer covering of a

language. It is uttered by the human vocal organs. The
smallest unit of pronunciation i1s called a2 phoneme. The
number of phonemes in pronunciation for different
nationalities may vary because of the difference in the
habit of pronunciation ( the position of the tongue 1s high
or low, the shape of the lips round or flat), While
learning Chinese pronunciation, foreigners should pay

attention to three points:

2
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. BRFH(REBEHETE) XEFIXIBEEHN
TE.

Master the Scheme of Chinese Phonetic Alphabet,

because 1t is the tool in learning C lunese pronunciation,

HMEXEBEEE T I B ER 21TV BES R, RiEE
FEHIMRBEER. 2 TAIMHEETR. IRGE=+=4
HEEREP, REBEEF+IEREM, {12 b.d.z.c.zh.ch,
sh.a.X.go FIB,BER.

There are 10 vowel phonemes and 22 consonant

phonemes in Chinese, while in English there are 20
vowel phonemes and 24 consonant phonemes, Among
the 22 Chinese consonant phonemes, 10 of them do not
exist in English, They are b, d, z, ¢, zh, ch, sh, g,

X, Q. Pay attention to this during your study.

2 BARGER HHERIAET, TEEFINUE
S HEERITHERES. X5REERABERETE, 1
HREEE AR,

Notice that the finals in Chinese can form syllables

independently, Vowel phonemes can be combined and
pronounced together while two consonant phonemes in
Chinese cannot, It is quite different from English which

has both compound vowels and compound consonants,
CREHEARIF, FE.HENES(EFRERIET)X
RENZEBZENXIANI.

The sounds and pronunciations of initials and finals

according to the Scheme of Chinese Phonetic Alphabet
(marked with International Phonetic Symbols) are listed

n Appendix ] and [l.
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3. g fyl 5’7?51,5— E?E"H?Iﬁzito

Master the tones of Chinese characters — the way
of uttering the “four tones”,

XFENREMNEHTXF  REFEANIR, B)F
(@) 22— 18R, X ETENEEEZYEAS, AR
MTEFEUBE. IR EEE -+ 1 FR(BESF
ng AEEEFE &), ’ﬁ TATBEE (BTN TEEFREML n.
ngZEE&mA). RFHFENBGHHI—ITETR, BREL
AE—"NE" (MRS BARMNES), FEREE—IF
(18) &

The Chinese characters are syllabic words in square

forms, and every character contains one syllable. The
consonant phoneme in the front part of the syllable is
called the initial, while the vowel phoneme behind the
initial consonant i1s called the final., Modern Chinese
has 21 initials ( *ng” can't be counted as an initial) and
39 finals (compounds of 10 finals plus “n” or “ng@”) .
When an initial and a final are combined into a syllable
in Chinese, 1t must be accompanied by one of four tones
before it can be uttered.

M, e RAET, MRAMER, RREFHBEE

=

‘B, METARNFEA RERHABNFSE. W' md"(F
—E)E G, md" (FF )R K", "'md" (F=F)R“5",
‘ma"(EEE)R‘B", RFNFRARET , BXBEHET,
X—RERFIIR. "HFEHNIAE. S, EERXI

For example, if you don't add a tone to the syllable

(-

"m!a” (here "m” is an initial and “a@" a final), it can
only be pronounced as a neutral “ma”. Accompanied by

different tones, it can be pronounced into different

-+
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characters. For example, "ma@” (the 1 tone) is read as
L “ma” (the 2™ tone) as &, “ma” (the 3" wone) as |

L oand “ma” (the 4™ tone) as =5, If the tones of

Chinese characters are pronounced wrongly, their mean-
ings are changed. - You must pay special attention to this
point. The modern Chinese tone values and marks are
listed in Appendix [[[.

ARE R XNEEE REaN&/NE. —FiES
FEMNESEBMEL, FELREENYRAT. IRAENS
AAEEREELAHER, HBE2BEESE.VREZE (INEIR/13
k BRNIR) TEE TR EFHRANIEN, RAREESR
R REE . BEFAERANBEESEWEYAE, BRELE
ER  REREZEPHI®/ERE.

A word, being a combination of sound, form and

meaning, 1s the smallest unit in sentence construction,
The total volume of words in a language is called the
lexicon, which is the material content of a language.
The word-formation 1s fundamentally the same in both
Chinese and English. New words are formed by
combination, derivation ( by adding a prefix or sulfix),
phonetical change and conversion of parts of speech,
There are, however, certain set phrases, two-part
allegorical savings and proverbs ( phrases of fixed
structure established by usage) in Chinese, which are
hard to translate word by word, but only by following |
the English way of expressing,

n, AR (AGE)

having a well-thought-out plan(a set phrase)

INMERTZE—RIB(EMNES) (KEFIE)

doing something in the regular way (a two-part

5
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allegorical saying)

BR#H , FERITEBEIE)

If yvou are well prepared in winter, you can over-
come any hardship in the coming spring. (a proverb)

BEEAERANAN, 2EZHF —MESNXE, B
EMEE, FEBTEFMEERRRERXA; SLARRN
=, REEGSEZ BEFEERF(AIMER) EFEEFNES
TU(EITEZ) RS EEXRREEBXM. X.REMES
R FREES BEFIEEARFR. AFHX(FEEQ.EH).
PE(HFE—MRBE.BEHFBEE)SFHTERBERE/NF
| A F 3B EEN, BERARA: '

Grammar refers to the rules that govern the construc-

tion of sentences made up of words and phrases. It is the key
to the mastery of a language. The Chinese grammar is
an analytic one, which expresses human ideas mainly
through word order and by using functional words. In
contrast, the English language is a synthetic one, which
expresses human ideas both through word order ( analytic
grammar) and through the change of word forms
(inflectional grammar). Although Chinese and English
are not kinsfolk languages, they are somewhat similar in
their ways of laying stress on word order, classification
of sentences ( both contain simple and compound
sentences) and sentence patterns ( both contain simple
and complicated predicates), While learning Chinese
grammar, you should pay attention to the following six

poInts ;

I Bt 5K iER, B2 B EFRIEFE,

While reading and writing Chinese, pay attention to

L
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the use of measure words,

XIEEERBENER(RTEVEMNZFRENE) . BNFABES
1H, REERRER; KB EXENEE.ZR/IE. 418, B
288,

You cannot find in English those Chinese measure

words (they represent the unit names of things), auxiliary
words and modal words, nor can vou find in Chinese those
English articles, gerunds, and participles.

TEEEBRAREEZ MEEEER, X .BEXEN,E
FRIERE, BNSMEERN.

The measure words in Chinese are not only

numerous but also very vivid. You must be very careful
in choosing them while reading and writing Chinese,
otherwise you will be a joke.

m,BEMNAEE —ZR"X.ER —RER", FEE
‘—RE"E SR —O&" |

"For example: We shouldn't read or write —

Iifi, but —A72Z, Likewise, not —[]ff , but —-Efﬂ

2. BIRKEEAGN—EREZE . XERIET 1T
L FREZ T, JHEERAKEF X THEFIER,

Some Chinese words have changes in forms, mainly

by means of varying word forms. Generally, we have
the following four situations,

(1) shis) 8y A & Bl & fEARE

By using adverbs of time as adverbial modifiers
before verbs

7 3k (3# 47X ) Somebody is coming now. (progressive
tense)

B2 3% (5T R ) Somebody has come. (perfect tense)

%%X(iﬁ%ﬁ)&mebody will come. (future tense)



