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Li Renchen, is the Vice Editor-in-Chief of People's
Daily and the President of the South China Branch,
People's Daily. He has rich experience in journalism
as a senior editor. He is also a doctoral mentor at
the Graduate School of The Chinese Academy of
Social Science. Mr. Li is a member of several
professional associations such as the Chinese
Association of Literature, the Chinese Academy of
Photography, and the Chinese Society of Press
Photography. He is good at prose and has published
his books as “The Smell of Spring” and
“Championships in Three years” etc. He also has
his news photos published in the newspaper and
as photo albums, which include “Li Renchen’s Photo
collection” and “Li Renchen’s landscape photo
collection”. In February 2000, he was honored to be
the member of the 6th China's Exploration Team to
the South Pole. It was on Antarctica where he took
full advantage of his sharp vision to capture every
precious moment with the aid of his camera. This is

how The Album of Antarctic Fairyland was compiled.
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Antarctica, never say good-bye

"What is your impression of Antarctica? " When doing this report,
| raised this question with different people.

"I've heard of it, but have never been there," a friend who has
never set foot on this wonderland replies. Antarctica remains an eternal
fantasy to him. As the saying goes, "one look is worth a thousand
words." But among the earth's 6 billion people, how many of us could
actually have a look at Antarctica? A round trip ticket to Antarctica is
so expensive that it would become a lifelong pursuit.

"Once you've been there, you would be captured totally, although
you often say it is the last time because of the hardship," says a friend
who has been to that icy world so many times. Although he has realized
that dream, it is still a wonderland to him. Antarctica is so unforgettable,
that in your mind you are always thinking of the next trip to that place.

| have my own Antarctica dream as well, which has haunted me
for a long time. Luckily this Spring Festival | was able to join the crew
of the 6th exploration team from China's National Marine Bureau, hence
my dream came true! So | add Antarctica as one stop on my itinerary.
Although relatively short, it is worth cherishing forever.

Antarctica seems so far beyond our reach due to its distant icy
nature. It is so hard to make a trip there. Take us as an example. We
spent 10 days changing flights! But fortunately we made it to our
destination: the Great Wall Station on Antarctica on the eve of Chinese
New Year. The Great Wall Station is located on Felders Peninsula of
George King Island, South Shelderland Archipelago, which is the
closest place to the South America continent, yet 17,500km away from
Beijing.

There are only two seasons in Antarctica: winter and summer.
You get polar nights in winter and polar days in summer. Day is longer
than night in summer, but the temperature is often below zero.
Fortunately, that there are no snow storms in summer, which makes it
the best time to move around. That is my Antarctica, to be more exact,
tens or so kms around The Great Wall Station, the northernmost point
of Antarctica.

Then what is my answer to "what is your impression of Antarctica?"

What | imagined before setting off for Antarctica was a world of
ice, storms, endless cold and loneliness. But when | stepped on the
land of Antarctica, | find it so rich, vigorous, beautiful and wonderful,
much beyond cold and lonely. '

The marvelous thing about Antarctica is its purity, originality,
holiness and tranquility. Icebergs in beautiful shapes, oceans with tidal

waves, the thick and vast icecovers, the silly and clumsy sea lions, the
brave and strong skuagulls - They no doubt stand for mystery and
toughness and show the diversity, equality and harmony of being. This
icy world is so special due to its isolation from the outside world, so
precious since it remains in its original state. It is last chance for us to
explore transmutation, evolution and the development of the earth. Please
do make a trip to Antarctica if you would like to know the past, present
and future of nature, and the secrets of this planet we rely on. For almost
a hundred years it excited adventurers, and ignited the imagination of
scientists.

We only spent 11 days at the South Pole. But we couldn't afford to
waste a single minute without capturing the precious moments on film,
soaking ourselves into the extraordinary existence on Antarctica, feeling
the harmony, holiness, beauty, eternity, spirituality, excitement from the
mental crash with this icy world. Tiring and tired were not words in our
dictionary.

In a word, Antarctica is a paradise with a poetic and fantastic hue.

My Antarctica is full of spiritual beauty. In my focus, mountains,
oceans, ice, snow, sky, earth, inhabitants are all so particular that they
seem to be telling their own tales about how they became what they are.

During our stay at the South Pole, things never seen, or never even
dreamed of all suddenly appeared before our eyes. What a wonderful
feeling! We can't easily let go until we are about to leave this magic
place. | realized that the passion and shock this wonderland brought to
me were from the power of mother nature, from the echo between heaven
and earth, the call from the deepest source of where life comes from.

Rocks from Antarctica are considered valuable. But sadly | didn't
bring one back. However the heavy baggage full of rolls of films will
more than compensate my loss. Moreover | feel obliged to take great
pictures of the South Pole so that you all can make a spiritual trip to
Antarctica. Hence, I've selected pictures from among a thousand
candidates to compile into this collection to reflect a true Antarctica in a
realistic way without disturbing my "friends" there. That is my Antarctica
story: to share with you what | have seen and felt.

My Antarctica dream goes on even after returning from there.

That is human beings' eternal dream.

Dream on, dreamer.

Li Renchen
June 28, 2000
Guangzhou
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Icy World

White endows Antarctica's sacred and moving essence.
Everlasting icebergs emerge as giant ice covers the vast land, till the end of the horizon, forming the largest reservoir of fresh water on earth.
Were the ice cover to melt, the sea level on the earth would rise 60 meters.
The ice cover gives birth to icebergs. They seem imposingly still but are moving in an unnoticed way. Slowly but suddenly they would fall from the
edge of the land into the sea, hence numerous icebergs, be they huge or small, are born.
Who knows exactly when this happens?
Icebergs are the jade pendants of the sea, various in shapes, they look marvelous on the sea.
The biggest iceberg is more than five times the size of Shanghai.
In Antarctica the vast white is anything but lonely, after all it has black to set it off. Black and white are like polar night in winter to polar day in
summer and the white belly of penguin to its black back. Therefore, black and white are the main colors of Antarctica. Because of the mountains, the

rocks and the land, the incredibly tolerant spirit of this icy land stands out even more.
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Nelson Ice cover-This ice cover is so huge and boundless that it almost covers
every inch of Nelson Island,several hundreds square kilometers.
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