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Foreword

The youth shoulders the future of China’s art and is the hope of this great cause.

The 1st and 2nd National Youth Art Exhibitions were successfully held in 1957 and 1980 respectively, from
cach of which rose a large number of outstanding young artists. Focusing on scouting and nurturing young talents
of fine arts and in the hope of promoting outstanding young artists and art pieces of profound value, we resumed
the program of National Youth Art Exhibition in 2008, which won wide public acclaim and recognition.

This year saw the official promulgation of the 12th Five-Year Plan and the successtul holding of the 6ch
Plenary Session of the 17th Central Committee, all of which proposed the important strategic goal of “adhering
to the path of socialist cultural development with Chinese characteristics and working hard to build a culcurally
powerful socialist state”, thus pointing the direction and providing the driving force for China’s art industry to
nurture talents, promote masterpieces and sustain prosperous development. In 2011, the 90th anniversary of the
CPC, All-China Youth Federation, China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, China Artists Association and
China Literature and Art Foundation, standing at the academic forefront and responding to the call of times,
carefully plan for and jointly hold the 4th National Youth Art Exhibition in order to nurture and support youth
artists, reflect the status quo of youth art, and advocate the diversified innovation in art. Due to the intensified and
expanded planning, we have united youth artists from academies of arts and institutions of art production as well
as freelance artists, actively mobilized young artists of different ethnic nationalities, selected influential youth artists
to hold seminars, and organized over 10 trips nationwide for artwork creation, endeavoring to scout and nurture a
group of outstanding young artists and promote high-level art pieces representing the spirit of this great epoch.

This Exhibition has received a total of 9,127 pieces of artwork nationwide. After rigorous scrutiny, 526 pieces,
including 128 pieces of excellence, in the form of tradirional Chinese painting, oil painting, woodcut painting,
watercolor painting, gouache painting, lacquer painting, sculpture, and materials are selected, covering the topics
or themes of revolutionary history, reality life, urban landscape, emotions, and humanitarian care. These pieces
have displayed the daring innovation, agile thinking, and rich imagination of youth artists and reflected the new
progress, achievement, and features of youth art. As gently as a breeze blows, the youth artists have injected new
blood for the development of contemporary art in China.

Centering on the National Youth Art Exhibition, following the guidance of “serving the people and serving

socialism” and “letting a hundred flowers bloom and letting a hundred school of thoughts contend”, respecting



the law of art’s development, and adhering to the principle of being epochal, academic, pluralistic, and innovative,
we have spared no effort to build a stage exclusively for youth artists and to regularize this triennial excellent
exhibition. We strive to mature those youth artists we have nurtured and nurture those we have scouted so as to
improve the overall academic level of youth artists and all Chinese artists as a whole, thus gathering strength for the
sustainable development of China’s art, paving the road for the emergence of masterpieces, and finally contributing

to building the culturally powerful socialist state.
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