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&
expurgated ng,& could find no readers, At a rough guess, I should judge

that it would run into fifteen volumes in a European language, a venatoile

Sséoa.&_ Furtce ovens rairdis
¢, 8and the lanchu Dynasty is one with xhneveh and Tyre. Fer-
et

uapt, B8ome day, the author ma; publish scome salient extracts, unless he
comes mefnmime to a place where they tell no stories; it is more revealing

than Chl,ng Shgn s journal vhich was mmnlxy hearsay; whercas Li Lien-ying

= { )
is "Ilt.‘l"l of evcnts q LA rars magne. fuit. fuit.,

"By the way," said I, "4id Your Honour know Ching Shau the former
Vige Preeident of the Board of Civil Appointmente who wag algo connected

with the Imperial Houeehold, though not on the roeter of the three

anrert
? senior ;“"' ¢ ; 7o /M&
7} "Oh e '
/ yes. quite well) teau\ooup»trop meme he wae a raseur ef-tke

of the first ae-tor and was for ever soming to my houee, teing goumand
of newe. I found him ineupportatle and used sometimee to let him
txggver —HAJL de Ioin. He wap fond of expatiatine atout his endlees

1re,
/

(1 mal’)
':b squattles: in fact, he engeé Faal‘y as his eldest roy pushed

him down 8 well on the diay the city fell."

"Wag he really deaf?" I asked. "No; he feigned deafnees when asked
emtarrassing questions and used to eay that it wae an asset to hear

? = 4 pMMt

. tadly." (So said Napoleon: "Une oZ¥EPh tien orrenieee n'em
—_—
igEc)-

"I forgot to tell you,” went on Li, "that my trother miched to te

eade '
u-te jamees
- vy

rememtered. He says that you interceded for him when a British officer
had him flogged, K in order to make him disclose the whereatouts of his
supposed treasure.”

"Yes, Your Honour, it was much against my wish: I was acting ae
interpreter under orders from the British Commander in Chief who wae,
in faot, anxious to know whether you were in Peking and used thie
pretext to perform a domiciliary search. The Captain, a man named

v Bepzar was supergilious and arroguntf}, haww
e ekl bt LY Y s \

7
Britdelseaidmy: LonW
TRt ag the & .

awand alnaye 'mew tetter than the man on the spot.® I

might as well have argued with a wolf: the man wae incapatle of pity,
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again and rises from her kmees, The girl is myself, the courtyard
is that of my parents' home in Hsi La%!ﬁ Lane {near the Tung An
Men ﬁ«f’ Fﬂ ); the piecture in the crystal is exact and recalls to me
the well-remembered day when I, a girl of sixteen, received the
imperial mandate of His Majesty Hslen Feng ﬁ&‘ %’ to enter the palace
as a comrcubine of the lowest rank, Kung Feng Wen Tsung Hsien Huang
Ti Ts'e Ming Pei Wel Kung Weijﬁi\i%iﬂé%w@"fﬁ'fﬂ'ﬁfjﬁ W

The vislon is blotted out, but Tz'u Hsi trembles with wonder
and expectation. More than before she engages in prayer, and I am
fain to confess that, carried away by the wonders of her description,
I too proffer a petition to High Hsaven for, even from the selfish
aspect, on the 0ld Buddha's happluess mine greatly depended, but my
devotion was really and truly selfless. Li and Tstul exchanged to
one another the words: “Pien Hsi Fa'rh % ﬂ 5% %, it is conjuring®.
But I doubt if the saint heard the ill-timed interruption. He is
wrestling in prayer and a stranger to the environment, seeming to
hear and to see nothing save the ¢rystal ball on which he concen~
trates his ga%e. There is a pause as in a theatre, when one scene
yields place to another. Once more he says with tremulous accent:
"0ld Buddha, look agaim into the crystal: what do you see?" I could
see from her bhewildered expression and the fear apparent in her eyes
ever sparkling with zest of life that the buried past was rising from
its cerements ("Thy canonized bones hearsed in death have burst thsir
cerements," said by Hamlet to his father's ghost) in concrete form:
I gee the dragon couch in a vast chamber richly carpeted and equipped;
there are many jades, vessels of gold, tapestries and ceramics. A
man reclines on the couch in the death struggle; as it seems, he

calls hoarsely and beckons to two princes in court robes kneeling at
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