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“The Chinese Style"—Not Limited to Only Five
Thousand Years

In traditional Chinese interior design, elegance and graveness are
combined to convey a sense of heaviness and steadiness. Due to the
transformation of modern life style and behavioral pattern, the modern
Chinese style applies modern skills as much as possible to present
space relations, and uses reasonable line arrangements to meet the
demands of modern life. The traditional structures are presented in
form of another featured signs and symbols through redesigning and
reorganizing. Meanwhile, the whole space is precipitated with cultural
connotation.

It is easier for people to get acquainted with others than to know
themselves. Many people naturally reckon the design of the Chinese-
style project is simple, because the designers are Chinese. Howeuver,
China is a country with a long history. With the subrogation of
dynasty, to us who live in modern society, one thousand people have
one thousand different understandings of the Chinese style, because
the concept of the Chinese style has already dwelled in every Chinese
people’s mind. For you, the Chinese style may be defined as the
glorious Tang dynasty, while for him, it may be represented by the
splendid Ming dynasty. Only if it derives from my heart, it will be the
Chinese style that belongs to me.

The concept of the Chinese style should be passed on by every
generation without ever being content with inventions of our
ancestors. It essential that our generation should create our own
Chinese Style, so will the next generation; thus, the history of the
Chinese style will not be limited to only five thousand years.

‘PR —RABERHETH

PAHLOFTARTREREATORTLA# A4, B E
Fithe AFAKAETARKNGKT, AR P AASLMNRERATH
WA ARG F LRk ANE A4 4%, EALRGHERHLBEL A
EFER Heaa it B LT HiLitlons, R—HFHH
B ERETEA, KAL4LAAEFH R, ARTAFFTAX
VX

ABBRHAFSAKMS 2 HTF, i hhia L. BIASLA
HiihA, A PROeTEAREEG, AAZRMNATEHA. 47,
PEBEREAK, LAPARIHEHGHEFHRT, 2T At
S EA, —FTAAA—-TH “FX7 , @4 “PA” ams T e
REFE-~MNGat. ZesH, REBETE ‘P ; £49
9, ReBTH ‘PR . Aot oty PR KA A,
sk R BT PR .

‘PR HmMAREFRNE—~RABSKT £, RNAEBER
Farttmiing it R hOAT. RANE—~RALTAL S
ET&MALH ‘PR, ANGT— Kb, 2 ‘P17,

WRASHAET Fo
i3 1



Harmony between Human and Nature, Empty but
not Silent, Rich but not Colorful

—Shallow Discussion of the Artistic Conception
Construction of the Neo-Chinese Style

China is one of the five civilized ancient nations with over five
thousand years history in the world. The magnificent culture created
by Chinese ancient ancestors has contributed a lot to the whole
world civilization. Especially the two Silk Roads from south to north
since Han Dynasty has spread Chinese culture to the entire Asia as
well as Europe and the whole world through the land route of Central
Asia and sea route of South Asia. Hence, till now, Chinese footmark
can be found almost anywhere worldwide. And Chinese cultural
trace can be seen at every corner in the world.

More and more foreigners get to know Chinese culture bit by bit
by means of their languages and behaviors. The voice of “Not
only does Chinese culture belong to Chinese nation, but also the
world” becomes stronger and stronger. While Chinese people are
appreciating European interior design which is full of artistic and
romantic flavor, western friends are yearning for the oriental mystery.
It makes people more eager for the interior design philosophy -
harmony between human and nature, which penetrates the nature
with the pure heart. The heaven is the natural world except human
being; human being is the owner or temporary resident of the
house. Harmony between human and nature is the integration of
human and nature, which is inseparable by human in nature and
nature in human. As human being is one part of nature, it would be a
wonderful interactive game, if we respect nature, affect nature, utilize
nature and integrate into nature.

Hence, in the interior design of ancient times, interior design and
garden landscape design are inseparable. By means of caisson,
hallway, blank window, ambulatory and so on, the method of
scenery-borrowing brings the outdoor scenery into the indoor in
order to achieve the condition of harmony between human and
nature as well, as the interaction of human and nature.

However, howadays, with the continuous development of modern
civilization, increasing growth of population and unceasing
acceleration of urbanization, the possession of per capita greenbelt
is very limited in the city of skyscraper. Therefore, loads of artistic
tactics passed down by ancestors have been lost. But with progress
of science and technology, combining modern science and
technology with ancient civilization to pursue the balance between
human and nature quietly and prosperously achieves the Neo-
Chinese style of harmony between human and nature.

As much as possible, we will pick up more natural materials as
decorative materials, such as raw stones, logs, running water,
rockery and green plants. If it was possible, first of all, we could
build a miniature rockery around the hallway, which makes people

feel refreshing when entering into the door.

Natural colors like beige, gray, soil color and green are used as
her dominant tone. These colors make people quiet, amiable and
comfortable.

The Neo-Chinese style might apply natural light source for bringing
the outdoor scenery inside, no matter the corner of next unit or a
sky of 45 degree angle. The unlimitedness of indoor design is able
to release the residents’ souls. It focuses on the application of light
source, especially the design of artificial light source like droplight
and desk lamp, making people involved in a place of unique scenery.
These are several characteristics of the Neo-Chinese style.

When I am designing, I always believe in an idea that “Spaces have
their own lives and designs give the soul.” There is also no exception
in the Neo-Chinese style. In my eyes, spaces do not unconnectedly
and independently exist. Even if they are divided they are not
insolated; even they are isolated they are still related. It is like lotus
root, apparently severed but actually connected. So, ahead of indoor
design, we need to find out the trait of the whole house and the
feature of its life, and then give a vivid soul through the application of
color, light, quality, shadow and even the combination of traditional
and modern artistic means, which offers customs a convenient, cozy,
romantic, warm and comfortable residence, a real home and a heart-
docking harbor. To create this soul harbor, we could draw lessons
from two directions: they are respectively “empty but not silent” and
“rich but not colorful”.

Buddha said, “Form is emptiness, emptiness is form”. Within the
natural light, the mixture of seven colors is white, and white is
colorless; just like the air, which is made up by all of flavors but
tastes nothing; white is in the air, white is the air and the air is white,
the air is colorless. This is a mysterious philosophy — the air is not
empty but all-inclusive. The emptiness of the Neo-Chinese style is
the same. The appropriate blank seemingly gives design a breathing
space. “White but not empty, empty but not silent.” leaves people an
unlimited and memorable dreaming space.

Except for the colorful, “rich” could be either heavy color or kind of
Jjumping, or decorative exaggeration, complication and trivialism.
The thick I refer to is not gorgeous but a derogatory term, which
means “low grade, vulgarness and tastelessness.” Hence, the
meaning of “rich but not colorful” is to create a luxurious and
graceful sense with the application of heavy or jumping color and
delicate and complicated decoration. It seems like a bride-to-be of
blossom age and a dignified and elegant peony with respects, which
makes people feel dazzling and unwilling to leave.

These are two opposite states. But as two poles of eight trigrams,
one is black and the other is white, one left and the other right,
which is restricted and complementary to each other. They drive
each other moving forward, promote the progress of the Neo-
Chinese style and make the residents enjoy the pleasure of harmony
between human and nature and find out the heart-docking harbor.
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The Beauty of Chinese classical Decoration

The modern Chinese style integrates Chinese traditional into modern
fashion. Not only is there Chinese antique flavor, but also modern
simple nature. “This is a humble room, but my morality is fragrant”.
It represents a cultural lingering charm in decoration, like the liberal
style and affection expression in Chinese painting, which gives people
a feeling like “Appreciating the landscape afar, mountains are green
and clear; no stream flowing is heard when listening near; flowers
remain in full bloom as spring has passed; birds do not fly away even
as people are approaching.”

The Chinese classical flavor is partly hidden and partly visible under
the modern background. The simple Chinese layout and modeling
gradually convert form into comfort and utility, adding a classical
flavor to modern living design.

So to say, the design of the Chinese-style house is not just like piling
up a couple of simple elements. Howeuver, it integrates modern
elements with traditional ones, through understanding and refining
the traditional culture. It also creates a traditional space in the
light of the estheticism of modern people in order to represent the
traditional art in modern society. By means of handwriting ornament
and blank aesthetics, Redwood furniture, four stationery treasures
and calligraphy and painting, between traditional modernity and
modern classicality, create a partly hidden and partly visible artistic
conception of antique elegant Chinese style.

Integrating Chinese style into modern interests is corresponding to a
kind of Chinese traditional culture. Through searching the matching
stamp and symbol to Chinese traditional culture and the professional
design of the designer, it explains the culture deposit to some sort of
consumer group, consequently making Chinese traditional culture
reflect on the Chinese-style products. Chinese history and culture are
incomparable for many western countries, such as bronze, household
utensils, silk-cloth painting, stone sculpture, painting, porcelain,
folk paper-cut, wood engraving picture, building, emblazonry,
stage costume and mask, which sufficiently reflects many kinds of
tricks including grandness or dexterity, conciseness or delicateness,
neatness or roughness, fervency or grace as well as simplicity or
luxuriousness.

It is relevant to the cultural awareness and design strength of the
designer to reflect the culture essence on the decoration and grasp
modern Chinese style. This is a process of knowledge accumulation
which needs to understand Chinese traditional culture and combine
with the fashionable elements of contemporary society, making them
interplay each other in complete harmony. Looking at details, both
of them contain one or even several profound subjects. The former
includes Chinese history, culture, geography, classical architecture,
Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism, painting and calligraphy, garden,
and so on; the latter embraces the unclerstanding of modern
architecture and art, the knowing of the process of modern life, and
the nisight of popular elements.

Of course, every era has its own requirements and characteristics.
The aborinigality and internationalism of the Chinese style are not the
deconstruction and recombination on surface. However, no matter the
Chinese style takes what kind of form as the consequence, keeping
indigenous, merging modern life model and absorbing excellent
western culture are the essential footholds.
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Oriental Cultural Deposits in Seductive Elegant
Mansion

For those who are accustomed to the fast-paced city life, a growing
number of urban people attempt to seek for the relief and back to
nature during decorating their houses, in order to reduce the work
and life stress and to relax their body and mind. The Chinese-style
interior design becomes more and more popular because of its bright
and peaceful atmosphere with the comfortable hue and full of cultural
lingering charm in the room. The layout plan is the most significant
part in home design, which includes the reasonable distribution
of functional areas, focused on other key elements, such as room
ventilation and lighting. We advocate creating multi-purposed scene
in the room, and all things getting along well with each other, with
the usage of a variety of techniques mixed together, to endow the
room with the commodious but changeable space. We also advocate
piloting cognition of spirit artistic conception and a healthy lifestyle
by the usage of space and visual arts.
Nowadays, too much stuffing and stitching Chinese style congests in
the design world, ignoring the owners’ real need and desire. In my
view, the modern Chinese style uses modern technique to interpret
the traditional essence, which has a key purpose to serve for the
modern life and humanization, integrating the elements of traditional
classical Chinese furniture into the modern home. For example, the
“Ibw bay window” is very common in the urban house. While making
rational use of it in the Chinese style, I design it as the “windowsill
Arhat bed”, which is the extension of the Chinese style, and increases
the rate of the usage of this "low bay window”as well. Or even we
may get rid of its original size and widen it, so that its functional area
will be larger and become a modern Arhat bad with storage function,
which corresponds with modern home features and enriches its
function. In addition, the design of “windowsill Arhat bed” is also a
manifestation of family warmth. In this extra space, family members
can communicate in their leisure time. Young couples even may use
it as a crib. The unique originality and highlighting practical design
gradually become the designers’ techniques. With the added the
Chinese elements, the room displays simple and unsophisticated
oriental lingering charm in details, so that the overall living space
reveals a traditional beauty, no chaos, no blooming, but to create
a tranquil environment. Furniture belongs to this style, so does the
decorations in the room. The number and content of the paintings on
the wall is not in a large amount, but they create a wonderful artistic
conception. Used properly, even the glass, metal, and other modern
building materials can transmit the realm of Chinese culture in the
Same way.
The Chinese style is more like to test the designers whether they may
innovatively use the Chinese elements and comprehensively grasp
the space atmosphere or not. In the intrinsic space, you may interpret
space hierarchy in a brand new way, so that it will be transparent
and open. For the decorative elements, you may make full use of
them with different materials for different occasions, so that they
may become the main carriers of the appreciation of the beauty in
the whole decoration. With a variety of other decorative symbols
staggered together, the whole atmosphere at home will enjoy the
unity in the simplicity, the variation in the unity. You may imagine
that the owners can smell the strong fragrance of oriental culture, and
enjoy a spry pleasure trifling away from the oppression of modern
life.
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The hall takes black and warm red as predominant colors. In order to match the white ceiling,
the sofa in dark color, tea table, and the gauze curtain in coffee are placed in special order.
Consequently, this arrangement brings a low-pitched Chinese charm to the hall. On The TV wall
made of antique rustic bricks, there is a majestic painting named “Facing the Ocean” which shows
the owner’s favor of classical arts. The crystal pendant lamp in the hall is an excellent combination
of the Chinese style and the classical European-style. Furthermore, the partition made of red carved
boards and yellow glass adds more charm to the hall. The blooming peonies painted on the screen
shows a low-pitched restraint classical beauty.

The entertainment area has good lighting, which makes this tranquil place bright enough. Bright
sunshine casts on the PMMA boards and the stone floor, just like beautiful classical poems which
sends out sweat and peaceful air. Everything is so tranquil and peaceful. Look through the square
window cell, the luscious view can appease one’s anxiety, and everything looks very peaceful and
cozy. Walking through the corridor and stepping along the stairs, you will be impressed by the
strong Chinese style featured by endless lotus leaves and beautiful lotus flowers in sunshine.

The master bedroom is a complete show of the Chinese style. The unique space configuration
shows a cozy and graceful taste, while the artistic wallpapers, in the light of down light and floor
lamp, present the dignified characteristic.

This is a home full of tender feelings, in which, the designer creates an air of splendor mixed with
peace, modesty mixed with charm.
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