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Abstract

Since the end of the Cold War, the international relations in East Asia
have shown a new phenomenon that China rises rapidly while the Untied
States maintains its hegemony in this region. In this context, the coexistence
and balance between China’s multilateral cooperation system and U. S. -led
bilateral alliance system present a dualistic structural feature in East Asia.
How can the compatibility and coexistence of the two systems be explained
and be achieved, which is a closely related question that this book tries to an-
swer.

Theoretically, after comparing and overviewing the mainstream mterna-
tional relations theories, the author proposes a new theoretical analysis
framework—institutional balancing. In the practice of East Asia international
relations, though the rapid rising of China and the U. 8. ’s hegemonic main-
tenance constitute * strategic contradiction” , traditional power balance or mil-
itary balance fail to appear between China and the U. S, On the contrary,
under the context of increasing economic interdependence and shared partici~
pation in infernational institutions heiween these two countries, both China
and the U. S. adopt institutional balancing and create institutional politics in
East Asia international relations. The phenomenon makes it impossible for
multilateral cooperation system and bilateral alliance to replace each other.
The realistic choice is to achieve the coexistence of them, which explains “the
coexistence and compatibility of these two systems” theoretically and practi-
cally.

To further answer how to achieve the coexistence and compatibility of
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these two systems, the author proposes “nested overlapping maodel” for the
two systems on the basis of institutional interaction theory. This model is
based upon the fact that the two systems can not to be replaced each other
and is also the result of adopting institutional balancing by the two countries.

In a rather long time in the future, China has no real power to balance
und challenge the U. S. in international system. Therefore, for the sake of
the peaceful coexistence hetween the two countries and peaceful transition of
East Asia international system, Chine still needs to actively enforce and im-
prove the institutional balancing strategy concerning the U. 8. At the same
time, China should work hard to promote the compatibility and coexistence
of the multilateral cooperation system and the bilateral alliance system in East
Asia.

Keywords: China; the Untied States; institutional balancing; East Asia
International system '

Classification Code: D822. 3
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