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Professor of the History of Taoism and Chinese Religions, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Paris-
Sorbonne)

Professor of Chinese Studies, Centre of East Asian Studies, Chinese University of Hong Kong

I am most grateful to Lii Ch’ui-k’uan for his invitation to preface his magnificent work, this work of a
lifetime, and it is a special privilege to share that honor with the two Taoist priests who have taught me the
most, Chen Jung-sheng of Tainan and Chu K’un-ts’an of Taipei. I first met Master Chen when Professor
Kristofer Schipper invited him to Paris in the spring of 1977. He befriended me and, starting in 1980, took
me with him to watch him perform many times. Master Chu I first met at a jiao in Songshan in the year
1981. We became fast friends and, over the years, spent many months together. In 1985, we went to Italy
together, and he became, I believe, the first Taoist ever to visit the Vatican. In 1988, we went to Zhao’an
to meet with Taoists and confirm that the northern Taiwanese tradition of the jiao did indeed come from

Hakka territory there.

It was in 1986-87, during a year as Visiting Scholar at the Institute of Ethnology of the Academia Sinica
that I first met Lii Ch’ui-k’uan. Very quickly, we began to attend jiao together, and to sit up late with
Chu K’un-ts’an, drinking, snacking, and discussing Taoist ritual. Later, during Lii’s studies in Paris, we
saw each other weekly, and he kindly translated into Chinese for me a whole series of essays about my
fieldwork in Fujian. We also agreed that he would carry on the work I had begun in 1989-90 in Cangnan,

Zhejiang, and, when he had, we wrote together an article on this extraordinary tradition.

Looking over this book with its many pictures is for me like traveling back in time, a reminder of these
many shared memories, in Taipei and in Paris, and of our common pursuit of understanding of Taoist
ritual. This book, of course, contains much more than those memories: it introduces the reader to a vast
panorama of Taoism, yesterday and today, in China and in Taiwan. For an introduction to Taoist ritual,
there is no better guide than Lii Ch’ui-k’uan, for not only does he have unusual depth and breadth of
experience, he is that rarest of persons who can write with authority both about popular Taoist ritual and

music.

In ancient China already, music and ritual were inseparable. Those of us who, like myself, can only give
an accounting of ritual will never be able to match Lii Ch’ui-k’uan, who writes masterfully about music as

well.

Nankang, 7 May 2009
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