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Chapter 4 Tea Equipage

Tea equipage refers to the many tools and
accessories used in the process of making tea. With
the many different ways of preparing tea, cultures,
and customs, tea equipage encompasses a vast
range of styles and materials. However, they can be
grouped into basic categories.




FEFRZHHIZEE / Common tea equipage used to steep tea Chinese-style
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Over the thousands of years that
tea spans across, numerous types of tea
accessories have evolved, some made
of valuable materials, such as gold,
silver, and jade; others made from more
common materials like bamboo, wood,
and stone. The varieties are countless,
but they can be categorized into metal,
porcelain, clay, wood, glass, and bodiless
lacquer ware. Besides these, there are
miscellaneous types that are not full

categories.

E L tR3RE /Picture of a young Chinese woman drinking tea in ancient times
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EhEADAEEH A9 6500 FERIRIEHMEEE /A 6,500 year old teapot unearthed at the Hemudu ruins in Yuyao, China
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BERERFENETEFRNER ({E) /The earliest mention of tea accessories was in Wang Bao's Servant Contract, from the Western Han dynasty

254



20 HEHIRPEFH B /Tea tin from the early twentieth century, China
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Metal tea accessories include gold, silver,
copper, iron, tin, and other types of metal. One
of the oldest materials used to make tools, it was
first used to make bronze vessels for washing one’s
hands and three-legged and flat drinking vessels. By

the 9th century, tea utensils were already separate

20 tHEIIPERIERIKTE /Tea kettle from the early twentieth century, China
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PEHKHEIRTE /Chinese tea kettle with a long spout

HRIBREZREE /Silver tea kettle

P ARI2MAR7KSE /Arabic metal tea kettle

DRFWHEHRE / Malaysian tin tea tray
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O EHAIEHRT /Turkish brass teapot
@EENHIAZEE /Ancient Korean copper teapot
@HEMEMARE /Yemeni tea accessories

@®BZFRHRT /Japanese iron teapot




E&REEE /Gold and silver salt stand
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from utensils for wine or other containers. At the
time tea was highly sought-after and expensive,
which meant that tea utensils were, too. In the
1980s, at Famen temple in Fufeng county, Shaanxi
province, a gold tea set believed to have been a

gift by Tang emperor Xizong was excavated. It is

EBEFRBT /Gold roller



BEHRTF /Gold sieve
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made up of several pieces, including an elongated tea grinder
decorated with vivid etchings of wild geese, which was used
to grind compressed tea, paired with a wheel made of silver,
decorated with flowers. The set also includes a box used for
filtering out the ground tea from larger bits that will undergo

further grinding. It is decorated with etchings of gods riding
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ELRRL /Gold and silver spoon

FEL 1K /Long-handled gold spoon

$RAR /Silver fire tongs
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cranes, made from a gold amalgam.

It shows the metalwork skills already acquired in the Tang Dynasty.
While the upper class used silver or gold utensils, most people used copper
and iron at the time.

Starting in the 10" century, during the Song dynasty, many people
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SRLR®F /Gold and silver container
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started having divergent opinions of the efficacy of
metal in preparing tea. After the 13th century, and
especially with the start of the Ming dynasty in the
14™ century, following the creation of new types of
tea and new steeping methods, the use of porcelain
became more wide-spread. The use of metallic tea
accessories gradually faded away, although metallic
tea storage canisters are still in use today, due to

their ability to keep out light and moisture better

&S /\R#% /Small gold and silver plate



Z2$RBE /Gold and silver turtle box
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than other materials such as cardboard, bamboo, wood, ceramics, etc.
Metallic tea utensils, especially tea kettles, tea pots, milk pitchers and
sugar bowls, owing to a more dignified and elegant appearance, are still

in use in European, Oceanic, and Arabic tea sets.
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Porcelain Tea Accessories
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Porcelain tea equipage is by far the most prevalent type
of tea equipage in the world.

Porcelain came about after the invention of pottery,
approximately at the end of the second century. By the
ninth century, porcelain tea accessories were a mainstream

product in many countries.
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/Six thousand year old drinking utensils excavated at the Majiabin site in China.




JE5REEZRBE /China tea bowl from the Northern Song Dynasty
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There are many types of porcelain, but of the porcelain related to tea, there are:
celadon, white porcelain, black porcelain, and faience, or colored porcelain. These types
have all occupied their own glorious place in history. As stated above, porcelain was
developed in the ninth century and gradually was introduced to cultures abroad, eventually

becoming one of the most sought-after types of tea utensils in the world.
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