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Abstract; Entrusted by the Office of Disclosure of Gov-
ernment Information and Openness of Government Affairs of
the General Office of the State Council, the Law Institute of
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences has carried out a third —
party evaluation of the work of disclosure of government infor-
mation in China in 2015. Using such methods as observing the
web portals of targets of evaluation, analyzing the materials
submitted and the annual reports published by targets of evalu-
ation, and verification through application for disclosure of in-
formation, it has conducted the evaluation of the work of dis-
closure of information, explanation of government policies, re-
sponse to public concerns over hot issues, and construction of
mechanisms for safeguarding transparency of 55 government
organs under the State Council, 31 provincial-governments
and 93 local governments at various levels in such key areas as
power list, fiscal budget and final report, food and drug safe-
ty, transformation of shanty towns, and the outcome of han-
dling of suggestions and proposals. The evaluation shows that,
in 2015, the General Office of the State Council issued a num-

ber of documents to make arrangements for promoting the work
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of disclosure of government information. Government organs in
all regions and sectors had conscientiously implemented these
documents and, in accordance with the major policy decisions
made by the State Council and in light of the common concerns
of the public, intensified their efforts in the disclosure of infor-
mation, explanation of policies, and response to hot issues,
and paid special attention to the effect of disclosure, thereby
making marked progress in this field of work. Meanwhile, the
evaluation also revealed some typical and common problems,
such as the inadequate importance attached by some govern-
ment departments and local governments to the disclosure of
government information, the failure to meet the requirements
of disclosure of information in some key areas, the lack of
clarity and specificity of the standards of disclosure in some
fields, the inadequate implementation of the policy of “disclo-
sing all information that should be disclosed and uploading on-
to the website all materials that should be made public on the
website” , the poor effect of explanation of government poli-
cies, the tendency of avoiding the important and dwelling on

the trivial and the lack of follow — up in responding to hot is-
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sues, and the randomness in responding to application for dis-
closure, leading to high risk of administrative reconsideration.
Key words: disclosure of government information; third-

party evaluation; transparency
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