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Unit Theme

1 Learning a Foreign Language 1

2 Pop Music 21

3 Higher Education 37
4 Economy 55
5 War and Conflicts 71

6 Politics 89
7 Digital Technology 105
8 Energy Crisis 119
9 Natural Disasters 135
10 Environmental Protection 151
11 Internet and Other Addictions 167
12 Colorful Cultures 183
13 Discoveries 201
14 Arts and Literature 217
15 Social Interactions 235
16 Law and Order 251
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Do you enjoy learning a foreign language? Why or why not?

» Are there specific strategies that you use to learn English? For example, how do you
remember new vocabulary?

* What may happen to less-spoken languages?
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Listening Strategies

Listening and Note-Taking
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Anything done well is the result of
persistency, consistency, and practice! So is listening and note-taking!

It is important to take notes as you listen to an English lecture, speech and so on.
Taking notes helps you learn, organize, and remember information. For instance, notes can
help you retain important facts and develop an accurate means of recording and arranging
necessary information. After the lecture, you can review your notes. The main secret to
developing note-taking skills is persistency, consistency and practice. You will practice note-
taking in every unit of this book. Here are a few suggestions (partly from www.middlebury.
edu):

1. Make your notes brief.

(1) Never use a sentence where you can use a phrase. Never use a phrase where you
can use a word.

(2) Use abbreviations and symbols, but be consistent.

2. Put most notes in your own words. However, the following should be noted exactly:

(1) Formulas

(2) Definitions

(3) Specific facts

3. Use outlines and/or a numbering system. Indention helps you distinguish major
from minor points.

4. If you miss a statement, write key words, skip a few spaces, and get the information
later. :

5. Don’t try to use every space on the page. Leave room for coordinating your notes
with the text after the lecture. (You may want to list key terms in the margin or make a
summary of the contents of the page.)

Listening and Note-Taking Strategy: The Sentence Method

Method:
Write every new thought, fact or topic on a separate line, and number it as you progress.

Advantages of this method:

e e ———




Unit 1 Learning a Foreign Language

The sentence method is slightly more organized than the paragraph method. You can get
more or all of the information from the listening.

® Disadvantages:
You can’t determine major/minor points from the numbered sequence. It is difficult to edit
without having to rewrite the notes by grouping related points. It is difficult to review the
notes before you edit and regroup the relationship between major and minor points.

® When to use:
You can use the sentence method when the lecture is somewhat organized, but with
substantial, heavy content information delivered at a fast speed; you can use the method
when you can hear different points, but you don’t know how they fit together; you may also
use this method when your instructor tends to present the lecture point by point, without
putting ideas into related categories.

Example:

At first, Freud tried conventional, physical methods of treatment such as giving baths,
massages, rest cures, and similar aids. But when these failed, he tried techniques of hypnosis
that he had seen used by Jean-Martin Charcot. Finally, he borrowed an idea from Jean Breuer
and used direct verbal communication to get an unhypnotized patient to reveal unconscious
thoughts.

Sample Notes:

Freud 1st—used phys. trtment; e.g., baths, etc.

2nd—used hypnosis (fr. Charcot)

Finally—used dirct vrb. commun. (fr. Breuer)—got unhynop, patnt to reveal uncons.

thoughts.

Listen to a paragraph from a lecture. Practice note-taking with the sentence
method and then work with your partner to compare your answers.




WrA ( SEEA)

Listening Comprehension

L e ——

Dialogues

I
~ P}) Diatogue 1 ' | I

(0 Prelistening

% Discussion

You will bear a telepbone dialogue. Before listening, discuss the following questions with
a partner or in a small group.

1. Have you ever signed up for English courses in a language training school?

2. What programs do you think a language training school could offer?

3. Do you prefer to study English in a language training school in an English-speaking country?

Why or why not?

% Vocabulary
Before you listen, study the following words.
. accommodate /a'knmadeit/ v. to adapt to or fit in with

. session /'sefan/ n. a period devoted to a particular activity
. option /'ppfon/ n. a thing that is or may be chosen

B NN =

. elective /i'lektiv/ adj. (of a course of study) chosen by the person concerned, not
compulsory

N

. tailor /'te1lo/ v. to make or adapt for a particular person or purpose

()

. request /ri'’kwest/ zz. an act of asking politely or formally for something
7. download /.daun'loud/ v. to copy (data) from one computer system to another or to a disk



@ Listening

% Main Idea

Listen to the dialogue and take notes to answer the following questions. Then work with

a partner and compare answers.

Unit 1

1. Why did the woman call the English Language Center?

Learning a fForeign Language

2. When will the woman’s nephew be here? How long will he stay?

3. What is her nephew’s plan for his stay there?

4. How many programs does the center offer?

5. Can the woman’s nephew learn business English there?

6. What can people get on the language center’s website?

% Details and Inferences

|. Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the missing information in the table.

Number of hours

till 12:45 in the
afternoon

Language programs Time per wiilk Cost/four-week
Intensive English 30
program
Semi-intensive $995
English program
9:00 in the morning 20
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[l. Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

1. So 1 just want to find out, um, if you can ~him with that schedule and, you know, what
the program is and what it costs and  like that.
2. It’s a good value. I should also tell you that we of students of 12 in all of our

classes, and presently our average is between 8 and 9, so the students get a lot of
3. We have what we call that are ___people that have specialized needs such as
business people. Specifically for business people because we get a lot of requests for that.
4.7 my nephew, and, um, it’s going to depend pretty much on , I
think, and then I'll get back to you.

- )) Dialogue 2 : /////...m

6 Prelistening

% Discussion

You will bear a dialogue about foreign language learning. Before listening, discuss the

Jollowing questions with a partner or in a small group.

1. Why do you choose English as your major?
2. Do you often use English in your daily life? How?
3. What do you think is the best way to learn a foreign language?

% Vocabulary

Before you listen, study the following words.
1. organic /o!'gaenik/ adj. (of development or change) continuous or natural
2. rehearse /ri'hsis/ n. practice for a later performance

3. delivery /di'livarr/ . the manner or style of giving a speech
4. facet /'feesit/ n. an aspect

@ Listening
% Main Idea

Listen to the dialogue and summarize bow the woman and the man bave learned

another language.

The woman:
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The man:

% Details and Inferences
|. Listen to the dialogue again and take notes to answer the following questions.

1. What was the woman’s motivation to learn the language?

2. How did the man learn new vocabulary?

3. Which language did the man learn in high school?

4. How did rehearsal help the woman?

5. Finally what is the man’s suggestion for those who are learning another language?

lI. Listen to the dialogue one more time. While you listen, underline the words in the
Jollowing part that are not used in the dialogue and replace them with those actually
used there. You can put the original words from the listening in the parenthesis at the
end of each part.

e.g. I think one of the important things for me is motivation. (key; was)
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1. I really wanted to learn the language well. And I had to study the language well because I was
a, a migrant, and uh I needed to learn the language because I couldn’t go back to the country I
had come from. ( )

2.1 didn’t do any formal training or any formal studies, but it was a matter of every day listening
to her speak and I'd pick up many new words every day. ( )

3. I made flash cards to memorize vocabulary. I um, imitated my friend’s pronunciation.

( )

4. And it would be a terrible translation, but, at first, but uh the point is that, um, you know in
all these facts, in all these aspects of daily activities, um, and just applying it daily in so many
ways. In other words, what I'm trying to get at, is that I think a lot of people just apply it in one

special case. ( )

Passages

A) Passage 1 ////...m

@ Prelistening

% Discussion
You will bear a passage about studying Mandarin in a UK college. Before listening,
discuss the following questions with a partner or in a small group.

1. Why in your view does English enjoy such popularity in the whole world?
2. Will Mandarin be as popular as English in the future? Why or why not?
3. Would you like to become a Chinese teacher in other countries? Why or why not?

% Vocabulary

The words and expressions are from the passage. Check (V) the ones you already knouw.
Mark (/) the others after you work through the activities in Passage 1.

compulsory priority
overtake ~ radical

_____ portfolio ) _ striking
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@ Listening
L Main Idea

Listen to the passage once to get the main idea. Listen again and take notes to answer

the following question.

Why does Mandarin become popular in the UK schools?

% Details and Inferences
|. Listen to the passage again and decide whether each of the following statements is
true (T) or false (F).
1. Striking a deal means to establish business between companies.
2. If you give someone a head start, it means you are asking them to start thinking.
3. Latin, Spanish, and French are the compulsory languages taught at Brighton College.
4. The headmaster of Brighton College will study Mandarin just like the pupils he
teaches.
5. Learning Mandarin in the United Kingdom is in decline.

[I. Now that you bave listened to the passage several times, please answer the questions.
After you are finished with this, listen to the passage again to see if your answers are

correct.

1. Why does the headmaster of Brighton College describe the move as “all the more radical”?

2. From the autumn, how many foreign languages can students learn at Brighton College? What

are they?

3. According to the prediction, how many years will it take for the studying of Mandarin to

overtake Spanish?




