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An Ancient Imperial Palace
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The Forbidden City was a majestic imperial palace of the Ming and
Qing Dynasties. During the history of more than five centuries, 24
emperors resided in this center of sovereign power. Getting access
to the Forbidden City, you can witness the inexhaustible charms
of this ancient imperial palace of magnificent appearance, rigorous
composition and elaborated decoration. As a representative of
classical Chinese architecture, the Forbidden City is beyond any

comparison.
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Early Construction in the Ming

14064F, BAEA SR 277 Rbyge  Dynasty
REGEHAL ST, B AR E I AR e In 1406, Zhu Di, Emperor Yongle in
BB 32 B ) & R A T the Ming Dynasty, decided to move the
£, FIRE KREREF&EE XA capital to Beijing. In the next year, he
. IErERE L. began to make preparations for building
palaces, altars and temples, and walls.
Many ministers were dispatched to the
South to procure timber and make bricks

and tiles.

In 1417, the Forbidden City started
construction; at that time, it was called
Purple Forbidden City. Why it was called
by this name during the Ming and Qing

Dynasties? According to the ancient

- MEELA
The north-west corner of the Forbidden City




14174, B FRER, M4t Chinese astrology, Ziwei Enclosure in
RN . AR E FEE the center of the Heaven was the abode
BHEFR S “SEBsER" WEo fRBd i E of the Celestial Emperor, thus the abode
AR s | S 3 K2 was named Zigong, or Purple Palace.
P - The residence of the terrestrial emperor,
HIEH R, RRAFRTE, BRIERA
FTEHIRERZA “BE” . RAXM
B, %%#JEFE&IE%T K7 Fo [

as its earthly counterpart, should also be
called Purple Palace. Jin, or "Forbidden",

referred to the fact that no-one could

(=

i, 2EGERE, HRAFAR enter or leave the palace without the
iz
J&)\ A, KT Y — emperor's permission. Hence the name %:
“BR Zijincheng, or the Purple Forbidden City. \ %%
14204E i, WE ) 446 TR At the end of 1420, the major structure J 2

% T of the Forbidden City was completed.

14215 EH¥—, RBRERE
BB K BHEZ N, RE R

On the first day in the first lunar
month in 1421, Zhu Di was worshiped

in the Hall of Venerating Heaven by

» mRkECE
Overlooking the Forbidden City
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his ministers and envoys from foreign
countries. Up to then, Beijing had
replaced Nanjing as the capital of China.
In 1441, Emperor Zhengtong Zhu
Qizhen rebuilt the Three Halls of the
Outer Court and the Palace of Heavenly
Purity and the Palace of Earthly
Tranquility. He made an imperial edict to
reconfirm that Beijing was the capital city
of the country. Since then, Beijing had
officially become the capital city of Ming
Dynasty and so had the Forbidden City as
the Imperial Palace of the Ming Dynasty.
In 1644, the uprising forces led by
Li Zicheng raided Beijing and the last
emperor of the Ming Dynasty,
Zhu Youjian hanged himself,
which announced the perdition
of the Ming Dynasty. Before
his retreat, the army led by Li
Zicheng burned the Forbidden
City, and all buildings, except
for Hall of Martial Valor, Hall
of Establishing Supremacy,
Hall of Exuberance, Hall of
Southern Fragrance, four
corner watchtowers and Gate
of Imperial Supremacy, were

ruined in the fire.

Stone column head in front of Hall of Supreme

Harmony in the Forbidden City
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Expanded in the Qing Dynasty

In 1644, the Qing forces entered Beijing
and Emperor Shunzhi made his edict to
establish the capital in Beijing, which
marked the birth of the Qing Dynasty.

On the basis of the Ming imperial
palace, the Qing Dynasty spent 14 years
in restoring the destroyed architectural
complex, rebuilding and expanding it
into the magnificent imperial palace with
unparallel scale.

In 1911, the Xinhai Revolution (the
Chinese bourgeois democratic revolution
led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen) broke out, and
the Qing Dynasty was overthrown, which
marked the end of the feudal monarchy
lasting over 2,000 years in China.

In 1924, the last emperor Puyi was
evicted from the Forbidden City. After
that, the warlords and diehards of the
Qing Dynasty plotted Puyi's return to
the throne and the re-establishment of
a feudal monarchy. On October 10th,
1925, in order to prevent Puyi's coming
back to the throne, the "Commission for
the Disposition of Problems of the Qing
Dynasty" established the Palace Museum
and opened it to the public.

Before 1949, the complex of the
Forbidden City was decaying gradually.
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The Palace Museum
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Many palaces collapsed and rubbish

accumulated everywhere into humps.

After the founding of the P.R.C., the
State Council included the Forbidden
City into the first batch of State Priority
Protected Sites. A large scale of repair
and renovation was conducted and those
ruined, leaking and collapsing halls and
pavilions were restored and redecorated.
Lightning protection and fire alarm
monitoring system were installed to
protect those lofty palaces. Since then,
the Palace Museum presents a new look
and a more magnificent appearance.

In 1987, the Forbidden City was
inscribed on the World Heritage List by the
UNESCO. Now it is the Palace Museum.
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Portraits of Emperors in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
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Portraits or Photos

Bl
Emperor

WK # C B

Zhu Yuanzhang, Emperor
Taizu of the Ming Dynasty

W] 487 2 e

Zhu Yunwen, Emperor Hui
of the Ming Dynasty

I R S Bt

Zhu Di, Emperor Chengzu of
the Ming Dynasty

W55 R i

Zhu Gaochi, Emperor
Renzong of the Ming
Dynasty

5 % AR

Zhu Zhanji, Emperor
Xuanzong of the Ming

Dynasty

Y

Reign Title

38

Hongwu

1.5'8

Jianwen

KR

Yongle

:
s

Hongxi

Gt

Xuande

FERLAEAR

Ruling Period

1368 ~ 1398

1399 ~ 1402

1403 ~ 1424

1425

1426 ~ 1435
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Zhu Qizhen, Emperor
Yingzong of the Ming
Dynasty

W R R ER
Zhu Qiyu, Emperor Daizong of
the Ming Dynasty

W% o 2k IR

Zhu Jianshen, Emperor
Xianzong of the Ming
Dynasty

LIS S i

Zhu Youtang, Emperor
Xiaozong of the Ming

Dynasty

o e R AR
Zhu Houzhao, Emperor

Wuzong of the Ming
Dynasty

IE4E
Zhengtong

K

Tianshun

o2

Jingtai

1414

Chenghua

shift
Hongzhi

IEfE

Zhengde

1436 ~ 1449
1457 ~ 1464

1450 ~ 1456

1465 ~ 1487

1488 ~ 1505

1506 ~ 1521
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Zhu Houcong, Emperor
Shizong of the Ming
Dynasty
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Zhu Zaihou, Emperor
Muzong of the Ming
Dynasty

Wi R

Zhu Yijun, Emperor
Shenzong of the Ming
Dynasty
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Zhu Changluo, Emperor
Guangzong of the Ming
Dynasty

WY o ke b

Zhu Youxiao, Emperor
Xizong of the Ming
Dynasty

2

Jiajing

BEIK

Longging

T
Wanli

#5

Taichang

KK
Tianqi

1522 ~ 1566

1567 ~ 1572

1573 ~ 1620

1620

1621 ~ 1627
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Zhu Youjian, Emperor
Sizong of the Ming
Dynasty
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Aisin Gioro-Nurgaci,
Emperor Taizu of the Qing
Dynasty

K
RWEY - KB

Aisin Gioro- Huang Taiji,
Emperor Taizong of the
Qing Dynasty

it
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Aisin Gioro-Fulin, Emperor
Shizu of the Qing Dynasty
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Aisin Gioro-Xuanye,
Emperor Shengzu of the
Qing Dynasty

e
Chongzhen

R
Tianming

K. 38

Tiancong,
Chongde

Niif
Shunzhi

3.

Kangxi

1628 ~ 1644

1616 ~ 1626

1627 ~ 1643

1644 ~ 1661

1662 ~ 1722



