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1. Tiananmen in Beijing: Our Great
Motherland ZEIRHE—ALEKE(]

Tiananmen is a landmark of Beijing, the capital of the
People’s Republic of China. Tiananmen is the place all the
Chinese people want to visit.
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@ Symbolic Meaning of Tiananmen RZ%[THIRAE X

Tiananmen is located on the north of Tiananmen Square,
facing Chang’an Avenue. On the opposite side, there are
People’s Heroes Monument, the Chairman Mao Memorial
Hall, Great Hall and National Museum of China.

The Chinese name of the Tiananmen is made up of

the Chinese characters for “heaven”, “peace” and “gate”
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respectively. It is conventionally translated as “The Gate of Heavenly Peace”.
However, the original meaning of the gate is “Gate of Heavenly Peacemaking”.
It is located in the south of the Imperial City and its counterpart of the
imperial city is called Di’anmen, which is translated as the “Gate of Earthly
Peacemaking”.

There are two pairs ornamental columns with depiction of dragons and
phoenixes decorating the surroundings of the Tiananmen gate. There are two
lions standing in front of the gate which are believed to protect humans from
evil spirits. In ancient, the one facing the south is called “back home”, hoping
the emperor to come back early to handling affairs. The one facing the north is
called “go out”, hoping the emperor to get out of the house and take a look at
the folks.

Today, there is a huge portrait of Mao Zedong hanging above the doorway
in the middle of Tiananmen. The western and eastern wallis have giant placards.
The left one reads “Long Live the People’s Republic of China”, the right one
reads “Long Live the Great Unity of the World’s Peoples™.

Tiananmen is the symbol of new China. It has the history of 500 years and
highly concentrated Chinese civilization and national spirits. It recorded the
glorious history that Chinese people struggling bravely for the independence,
and wrote a magnificent poem of the new China and of Chinese nation trending
to prosperity.
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500 Years of Long History A EiEREAT S

Tiananmen was built in Yongle of Ming Dynasty. It started
in 1417 and was completed in 1420. Initially, it was called
“Edward door”. Unfortunately, it was damaged by lightning
and was completely burnt down in 1457.

In 1465, Emperor Chenghua ordered the minister of

Engineering Ministry Zi Gui to rebuild the gate, and the design
was changed from the original Paifang to the gatehouse that
is seen today.

At the end of Ming Dynasty, Tiananmen was burnt down

by rebels led by Li Zicheng in 1644. That was another disaster

SR W

it suffered. Then the Qing Dynasty was established by the
Manchu, and the gate was rebuilt, it started in 1645, and was
completed six years later.

In 1651, it was renamed Tiananmen.

On October 1, 1949, Chairman Mao led the party, the
military, the democratic parties and mass organizations

to board the Tiananmen Tower, and proclaimed the
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establishment of the People’s Republic to the world.

Tiananmen Tower has become the Holy Land in the eyes of millions of
Chinese people. It was designed into the national emblem, Tiananmen has
become a symbol of modern China.

Tiananmen Tower was reconstructed and renovated by the new Chinese
government between 1969 and 1970. The rebuilding Tower made the gate more
resistant to earthquakes and featured modern facilities.

REIZETHEALEN, WIAL7E, 14208 5T, YHHLFYHK

“EARMTT, EREHRE, 78 RHEETFRHneRE,

14655, RAUBHF TATHEH B EFA AT, iR E R #®
Gk T BRANARER G,

16445 HAK, REZNMXBEFERAFHRXERK, X2 CHEBW S
—R%E, FR, HEBITHE, FHEZXL]], 1645FF 4, 6FE#
T %Ko

16514, HEA A R%Z[,

19494 10A1H, TExRKEH X . ER, EREXRKURHEABAKRE L X
ZITEE, HettRESEFEARFME KR,

RENBBERARI L FPEARCE PH X4, FHLITNER#R, K
HRARE E W RAE,

1969~ 19704, HIFEBRFABEARBCERZ B, BHENRLIEW
g, WHEARK W&k,

% Majestic Buildings before Tiananmen XZ[HjREAERR

On the wide Tiananmen Square, there stand several dignified and large
buildings. They are the Great Hall, National Museum of China, Monument to the
People’s Heroes and Chairman Mao Zedong Memorial Hall.

The Great Hall

Lying on the west side of Tiananmen Square, the Great Hall is the office

and meeting place for the Chinese National People’s Congress and NPC
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Standing Committee.

National Museum of China

Corresponding to the Great Hall, National Museum of
China stands in the east of Tiananmen Square. It displays
Chinese cultural and history systematically.

Monument to the People’s Heroes

Monument to the People’s Heroes is located in the central
of Tiananmen Square. It was built for the sacrificial heroes in
the people’s liberation war and the people’s revolution war.

Chairman Mao Zedong Memorial Hall

Chairman Mao Zedong Memorial Hall is on south of
Monument to the People’s Heroes. It is a remarkable and
magnificent palace where are placed the remains of Chairman
Mao Zedong who is the founder of the People’s Republic of
China.

The modern large buildings bring Tiananmen Square
majestic momentum and magnificent sight. There are constant
streams of foreign guests and visitors coming every day.
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®Folk Activities in the History M1 E| 4B R4BTE S

In ancient, Tiananmen Square is a closed state court. It was the place of
activities for the emperor and the officials. For the people, it was the restricted
place to resist people thousands of miles away.

For example, during the Ming and Qing dynasties, Tiananmen Square was
the place for the emperor to issue edicts. If a new emperor ascended the throne,
or other major celebrations, Tiananmen must be enabled. In addition, when the
emperor or the general went to war, they had to offer sacrifices in Tiananmen, in
order to gain a triumphant return.

Tiananmen Square was also a place for “Palace Examination”. Two days
after the successful candidates, the emperor summoned the new Scholars. The
top three in the examination are champion, second place and third overall. They
were all plug in golden flowers, wearing red silk, riding through the streets to
thank infinite royal.

In modern times, Tiananmen Square has witnessed many important
historical events, such as “the May Fourth Movement”, “January Twenty-nine
Movement”, Founding Ceremony and so on.

After the founding of new China, Tiananmen Square became the most
magnificent people’s square of the world. The people and foreign tourists can
easily go in and out of Tiananmen Square and admire for its beauty. They can
also participate in a variety of folk customs and celebrations. For example, there

are pigeons flying ceremonies and the National Day celebrations.
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Early on the morning of the first day in 2007, accompanied
by the rising flag and the majestic national anthem, 10,000
peace doves were overflying from the both sides of Golden
Water Bridge, and soaring over Tiananmen Square. It was the
first time to fly peace doves in Tiananmen Square during the
New Year’s Day. From then on, the ceremony would be held
on every New Year’s Day, Labor Day, and National Day.
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