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Introduction

In this unit, you will:

« Learn how to talk about a song and its singer.

« Learn about glory and struggle in the music industry.

« Learn how to start a conversation with someone new at an
international conference.

» Improve your speaking skills with professionals.

« Learn to appreciate the lyrics of some famous songs.
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Lead-in

Watch a video clip of Adele’s songs Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You. Work in pairs.
Discuss the following questions with each other and then share your answers with the class.

(1) How do you feel when you first hear Adele’s Rolling in the Deep?
(2) What is the main idea of the song Someone Like You?
(3) What do you know about these songs and Adele?

Module 1 Learn to Talk

In this part, you are going to learn to make some comments on people who
pursued their goals in the music industry. Then you are going to practise listening for
some key information in an article about a singer.

Speaking

0. Listen to the dialogue, paying attention to how the two speakers make comments on
Adele.

Mark: Have you watched the live broadcast of 54th Grammy Awards Ceremony last night?

Lisa: Oh, of course. It was just wonderful.

Mark: Who impressed you most?

Lisa: Adele. She was the biggest winner last night. She won six Grammy Awards in 2012 including
Album of the Year.

Mark: Yah, which songs do you like most?

Lisa: Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You.

Mark: Me too. The rhythm is strong, and melody is impressive, and the most touching part is the lyrics.

Lisa: | agree. With these two songs, she became the first living artist to achieve the feat of having two
top-five hits in both the UK Official Singles Chart and the Official Albums Chart simultaneously
since the Beatles in 1964.

Mark: You must be her huge fan, you know pretty much about her.

Lisa: Absolutely, | read all the news about her, and | bought all her albums.

Mark: Indeed, Adele’s unique talent is a gift to music fans.

Lisa: | wish she could have a concert tour in China someday.

Mark: That’s what | hope too.



MUSIC INDUSTRY: FAME OR STRUGGLI UNIT 1

..
@ Listen to the dialogue again, repeat it sentence by sentence.

@. Work in pairs. Talk with each other about your favourite musicians, singers
or songs, using the following expressions when necessary.

<=ganguage_ Tips \\\

* It was wonderful/ gorgeous/ fantastic...
® impress sb.

® You must be...

e | wish...

® Absolutely, ...

* a gift to sb.

Listening

q%)efore You Listen

0. Do you know how to read the following proper names, words and phrases?
Try to read them aloud.

Proper Names)

Taylor Alison Swift Reading Pennsylvania Scott Kinsley Swift
Merill Lynch Andrea Singapore Texas

James Taylor Nashville Tennessee Grammy Award
Words and Phraseg

financial adviser descendant homemaker previously

mutual fund executive gender-neutral forge

pursue country chart nomination

»
@ How can a singer become commercially and critically successful?

@. Can you name some famous pop singers in China? Say something about
them.



%ile You Listen

What are the main factors for people to become successful in art career?

0. Listen to a short passage about Taylor Swift and choose the best answer to each
question below.

(1) Swift’s father, Scott Kingsley Swift, is a Merrill Lynch
A. president B. general manager
C. successful banker D. financial adviser
(2) What kind of job did her mother do before she became a homemaker?
A. Mutual fund marketing executive.
B. Composer.
C. Famous singer.
D. Primary school teacher.
(3) She received a Best New Artist nomination at the Grammy Awards.
A. 2009 B. 2008 C. 2010 D. 2011

@' Listen again and discuss the following questions with a partner.

(1) Why was Swift named after James Taylor by her mother?
(2) Why did Swift move to Nashville when she was fourteen?
(3) Was her third single Our Song a big hit? Why?

g}affter You Listen

0. Role play

Interview: Work in pairs and prepare an acceptance speech and make a dialogue according to the
following questions. Then perform the speech and the interview in class.

Student A: Suppose you are awarded “the Student of the Year” in your school. Now you are
preparing the acceptance speech at the awards ceremony. The following model speech
is for your reference.

Ladies and gentlemen, and all distinguished guests, it is my great honor to accept this
award. | can’t believe that | have been selected as the Student of the Year. When | was
informed of my nomination, | couldn’t believe my ears. | am still not sure if | really deserve [
this honor, because | know many of my classmates and schoolmates are more excellent !
than I. There are so many talented people here. | am just the luckiest one among them. ,

I want to take this opportunity to thank those who help me and support me all the
time, and share with them the pleasure and honor of receiving this award. Thank you very
much, and 1 will try my best to achieve excellence in my future study. :

paa— — . S . - ’
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Student B: Suppose you are the host of the awards ceremony above, and mterwewmg him/ her on the |
spot. The following questlens are for your reference. -

‘ Group discussion ‘ ' | ~ r

Work in groups of four. Each of you wlll have a cue card labeled A, B, C and D Make your commeht
on the card and share your ideas with your partners.
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Module 2 Learn to Read

In this part you are going to read two passages about musical artists and their
impact. After reading you are going to do some follow-up exercises to improve your
reading skills and enlarge your vocabulary.

Passage A

e%)efore You Read

(d
@ Discuss the following questions with your partners.

(1) What does commercial success in music mean?
(2) Do you think musicians should pursue their Grammy Award dream? Why or why not?
(3) What should musicians focus on, popular entertainment or cultural impact?

@. Watch a video clip of the 54th Grammy Awards Concert. After watching and listening,
discuss with your classmates the questions below.

(1) How much do you know about Grammy Awards?
(2) What’s your opinion of the Grammy Awards’ criteria?
(3) What is the most important quality of a successful musical work?

%i]e You Read

Read the following passage quickly and answer the questions beside the paragraphs.



MUSIC INDUSTRY: FAME OR STRUGGLE UNIT 1

Commercial or Critical Success: the Grammy Awards

1. The famous Chinese-American What is the Grammy
musician Mr. Tan Dun once said that the ~4ward?
Grammy Award was the life dream of

all artists in the music world. Grammy

Awards (originally called Gramophone

Award) or Grammy is an accolade by

‘the National Academy of Recording

Arts and Sciences of the United States to
recognize outstanding achievement in the

f ~ music industry. The annual presentation
ceremony features performances by prominent artists, and some

of the awards of more popular interest are presented in a widely

viewed televised ceremony.

2. Normally, there are four awards which are not restricted by How many kinds of awards
genre: Album of the Year is awarded to the performer and the —@re given? What are they?
production team of a full album; Record of the Year is awarded
to the performer and the production team of a single song; Song
of the Year is awarded to the writer(s)/composer(s) of a single
song; Best New Artist is awarded to a promising breakthrough
performer who releases, during the Eligibility Year, the first eligibility / elidze'bilati/
recording that establishes the public identity of that artist (which  ;z{f, 444
is not necessarily their first proper release). Other awards are  BEH%HE
given for performance and production in specific genres, as well
as for other contributions such as artwork and video. Special
awards are given for longer-lasting contributions to the music
industry.

3. The awards are voted on and decided by the Academy members.  0p what bases are the
In the voting rounds, Academy members are required to vote Academy members required
based upon quality alone, and not to be influenced by sales, o vote?
chart performance, personal friendships, regional preferences or chart /tfzet/ Hif74%
company loyalty. The acceptance of gifts is prohibited. Members
are urged to vote in a manner that preserves the integrity of
the Academy. The Grammy Award is widely considered as the
highest achievement in music industry. Generally, most artists
who received the award feel greatly honored and proud.

4. However, the Grammy Awards has received criticism from
various recording artists and music journalists in recent years.

Glen Hansard, leader of the Irish rock group The Frames, stated
in 2008 that the Grammys represent something outside of the
real world of music “that’s fully industry based”. He said he



