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Introduction

MICHAEL RUNDELL
Editor-in-Chief

he Macmillan Essential

Dictionary has been specially
designed to meet the needs of
intermediate students of English.
The word “essential” has two
meanings, and both meanings are
relevant to this dictionary. First, it
provides the information that is
completely necessary for your success
as a learner of English. And second,
it focuses on the most basic and
important features of the English
language—the things that you need
to know most thoroughly in order to
make effective progress.

Dictionaries exist in order to answer
questions. To help us to give the
right answers to the right questions,
we—as dictionary makers—need to
know who will be using the
dictionary and what kinds of
information they really need. All of
this means making a careful
selection from the enormous amount
of data available to us. So how do we
decide what is really “essential,” and
how can we be sure that we have
made the right selection?

In creating the Macmillan Essential
Dictionary, we have benefited from
two valuable resources:

e high-quality linguistic data: our
large language corpora and
advanced software give us the
tools to identify the essential facts
about English

o expert advice: at every stage,
experienced teachers, coursebook
writers, and language students
have contributed their
suggestions and comments, telling
us what learners really need to
know

The Macmillan Essential Dictionary
builds on the success of its sister
dictionary, the Macmillan English
Dictionary, adapting its unique
features to the different needs of
intermediate learners. These
include:

e the “red words”: the most frequent
and useful words in English are
shown in red, so that you can
easily recognize the vocabulary
that—as an intermediate learner—
you need to know especially well.
For this dictionary, we have
identified 3,500 red words. More
information about these words is
given on the inside front cover.

® maximum coverage: our goal is to
include as many vocabulary items
as possible, and this dictionary has
more entries than any other
intermediate learners’ dictionary

® special attention to “collocation”
(the way words regularly combine
with each other): over 130 new
collocation boxes provide a
unique bank of data on natural-
sounding word combinations

@ dozens of special notes:
information on common errors
and boxes that will help you to
increase your vocabulary

Study Pages: a 24-page central
section, packed with ideas that
will help you to become a better
learner, including information on
collocation, word formation,
vocabulary development, and
much more

We hope you will enjoy using the
Macmillan Essential Dictionary, and
we are confident that you will soon
find that it is an essential part of
your language-learning experience.



USING YOUR DICTIONARY

Finding a Word
Words with More Than One

Entry

Sometimes the same word belongs to —— jet? /dzet/ noun *

more than one word class: for 1[c] an airplane that can fly very fast: a jet
example, the word jet can be a noun fighter

and a verb. Each word class is shown 2[c] a stream of liquid that comes out of
as a separate entry. The small something very quickly and with a lot of
number at the end of the headword force: The firefighter sprayed a jet of water
tells you that a word has more than on the flames.

one entry. 3 [u] a hard black shiny stone that is used

j t;or making jewelry
— jet2 /dzet/ verb[1] to fly somewhere in an
Compound Words airplane: They will be jetting off to Spain
These are shown as separate entries this weekend.
in the alphabetical list. j—» jet-black adj very dark black in color

— Jet ‘engine noun [c] a type of engine that
y combines air and burning fuel to create
Derived Words power for an airplane
Some words are shown at the end of —— ‘jet lag noun [u] the feeling of being very tired

the entry for the word that they are because you have traveled on an airplane
derived from. These words can be across parts of the world where the time is
understood by reading the definition different —jet-lageged /'dzetlaegd/ adj

for the main entry. 1 t

Word Classes (Noun, Verb, etc.) bite* /bart/ (past tense bit /brt/; past participle
There is a list of word classes on the — bit-ten /'brt(9)n/) verb -k

inside front cover. 1 [I/T] to use your teeth to cut or break

something, usually in order to eat it: Stop
biting your nails. ¢ I've just been bitten by
Idioms and Other Fixed a snake. ¢ Tom bit into his sandwich.
2 (1] to have an unpleasant effect: The

Expressions economic slowdown is beginning to bite.

Some words are often used in idioms ————— pHRAsEs bite the bullet informal to force

or other fixed expressions. These are yourself to do something difficult or

shown at the end of the main entry, unpleasant

following the small box that says bite sb’s head off informal to react angrily or
pHRAsES. Look for fixed expressions rudely to someone, when this reaction

at the entry for the first main word seems too strong

in the expression. bite your tongue to stop yourself from saying

something that might upset or annoy

Phrasal verbs are shown after the someone

entry for the main verb, following — - ‘purasatVERs' 'bite sth off to separate

the small box that says something from the main part by biting: I
PHRASAL VERB. bit off a chunk of chocolate.

Finding the Meaning of a

Word
Words with More Than One bi-lin-gual /bar'limgwsl/ adjiable to speak
. two languages 2 written in two languages:
Meaning "~ a bilingual dic %ionary
Many words have more than one bill* /bil/ noun [C] *x
meaning, and each different SN :
% & youowe 4in arestaurant
meaning is shown by a number. —{ 3 Darer ey 5 bird's beak
Some words have many different 3 propesal ot low
meanings, and so the entries can be 1a written statement that shows how much
long. Entries with five or more money you owe for goods or services that
meanings have a “menu” at the top you have received: a telephone bill ¢ I
to make it easier to find the specific always pay my bills on time. ¢ I wonder

meaning you are looking for. what the bill for the repairs will be?
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Definitions
All the definitions are written using a
carefully selected “defining

vocabulary” of under 2,300 words so
that it is easier to understand the

definitions.

Any word in a definition that is not 'salad dressing noun [c/u] a sauce that adds
part of the defining vocabulary, and _ flavor to salads, usually made by mixing
that is not the entry immediately oil, VINEGAR, and HERBS Or SPICES

before or after the one you are looking = = 4

at, is shown in capITAL letters. You can sa-las-mi /salami/ noun [c/u] a type of
find its meaning by looking it up in ————>SAUSAGE containing strong spices, cut into
the dictionary. thin pieces and served cold

Finding Out More About

a Word

Red Words

Some words are printed in red witha ———— dis-coveer /dr'skavar/ verb [T] 4k
“star rating” to show their frequency.

This helps you to identify the words

that you are most likely to need to friend:ly /'fren(d)li/ adj **

use. For more information about
red words, see the inside front

cover. + lo=cal® /'louk(e)l/ adj *
Pronunciation —
The International Phonetic Alphabet —  @<f0*ma /arooms/ noun [c] a smell that is
shows you how a word is strong but nice —arso*mat-ic / @ramaetik/
pronounced. A Jist of the symbols adj
used is given on the inside back cover. T
When British and American [ lab-o-ra-to-ry /'leebratori, British lsborat(e)rl/
pronunciations are very different, = noun [C] * a building or large room where
both are given. people do scientific research: our new

A research laboratory ¢ laboratory tests/
You can find the pronunciations for experiments/studies - LANGUAGE
compound entries at the main entry LABORATORY
for each of the words in the
compound.
Stress marks tell you which part of a __I baseballltap noun [c] a hat that fits close to
compound to stress when you are your head, with a flat curved part that sticks
saying it. out above your eyes —picture - HAT

Inflections

Irregular inflections are shown. ——— do* /du/ (3rd person singular dots /weak daz,
strong dAz/; past tense did /did/; past participle
dofne /dan/) verb ***J

Labels

Labels (in italics) show whether a [ 1

word is used in only British or — pave-ment/ ‘pervmant/ noun 1 [U] American the

American English, or tell you whether surface of a road 2 [c] Bnt/sh a SIDEWALK

it is used in informal contexts,

specialized contexts etc. Lists of these | _prog-no-sis / pragnousxs/ (plural progenoeses

labels are given on page 829. prugnou siz/) noun [C] 1 medical a doctor’s

opinion about how a disease is likely to

develop 2 formal a statement about what is

ely to happen in a particular situation
- DIAGNOSIS



ix

Examples

Example sentences in italics show you
how a word is used in context.

]

Information about collocation and
syntax—how words combine and which
structures they can be used with—is
shown in bold type.

pro-mote /promout/ verb [T] 4%

1to support something, or to help

something to develop: a campaign to

promote recycling ¢ Young plants are

exposed to bright light to promote growth. «—
2to attract people’s attention to a product ‘
or event, for example by advertising: They
are going on tour to promote their new

album.

]
\
|

When a word has many collocations,
these are shown in a box at the end of
the entry.

Grammar Boxes

Grammar boxes give extra information
to help you to learn more about how a
word is used.

Notes are also given to help you to avoid
€cOMIMon errors.

Expanding Your
Vocabulary

3 to move someone to a job at a higher level:

L promote sb to sth Steve Burrows was recently

promoted to senior manager.

Words often used with promote

Adverbs often used with promote (sense 1)

® actively, heavily, strongly, vig ly +
PROMOTE: promote something in a
determined way

Nouns often used with promote (sense 1)

B PROMOTE + awareness, competition,
development, efficiency, growth, interest,
understanding, use: increase the level of
something

The is not usually used before the names of
streets, towns, countries, counties, states, or
continents: My parents live in Surrey.

News looks like a plural, but it is never used with
a plural verb and cannot be used with a: /'ve got
a wonderful piece of news (Not a wonderful
news) for you. ¢ Do you have any news about
Laura’s baby? ¢ Here’s some news about the
World Cup.

There are many ways that you can use
this dictionary to expand your
vocabulary.

Sometimes the opposite of a word is -
shown.

Some definitions give you synonyms.

Sometimes you are told to look at
another word or page in the dictionary
where you will find additional

!
'left-hand adj on the left side = rRIGHT-HAND:

The plates are on the left-hand side of the
cabinet.

lastely /'lzstli/ adv used when you want to
say one more thing before you finish
speaking =FINALLY: And lastly, remember

that your reports are due tomorrow.

hard-back /'hardbaek/ noun [c] a book that

has a hard cover - PAPTERBACK

information, a related entry, or a
picture.

“Word family” boxes bring together ’
groups of words that are formed from
the same “root word.” ’

Vocabulary building boxes bring ‘

Word family: compete

Words in the same family as compete
u competition n u competitor n
® competitive adj = uncompetitive adj

Other ways of saying famous

together words that are related to a
particular subject, or suggest more
specific alternatives for very common
words.

= t famous and respected for doing
important work

m legendary very famous and admired by many
peoplé

® notorious/infamous famous for something
bad

= well-known fairly famous



NUMBERS THAT ARE ENTRIES

000 / trip(e)lov/ in Australia, the telephone
number that you use in an emergency to
call the police, the fire department, or an
AMBULANCE

0800 num-<ber /0v ert 'handrad nambar/
noun [c] in the U.K,, a telephone number
beginning with 0800 that is free to use and
is usually for calling business services

1 /wan/ abbrev used in e-mails and TEXT
MESSAGES to replace “-one”: NEI (=anyone)

1040 form /ten 'forti form/ noun [c] a form
used by people in the U.S. when they are
calculating how much tax they have to pay
on the money that they have earned

1099 /ten namti nam/ noun [c] in the U.S., a
document you send to the IRS (=the U.S.
tax department) that gives details of money
that you have earned in addition to your
salary

12 /twelv/ in the U.K., a number given to a
video that should only be watched by
children who are at least 12 years old

12A /twelv 'e1/ in the U.K., a number given
to a movie that should only be watched by
children under the age of 12 if they are with
an adult

1471 /wan for sev(a)n 'wan/ in the UK., a
telephone number that you can call to find
out which was the last telephone number
to call you

15 /fif'tin/ in the U.K., a number given to a
movie or video that should only be watched
by children who are at least 15 years old

18 /ertin/ in the U.K., a number given to a
movie or video that should only be watched
by people who are at least 18 years old

1800 nume-ber / wan ert 'handrod nambar/ in
Australia, a telephone number beginning
with 1800 that is free to use and is usually
for calling business services

18-wheel-er / etin ‘wilar/ noun [c] American a
large truck that has 18 wheels

2 /tu/ abbrev1to or too: used in e-mails and
TEXT MESSAGES: it’s up 2 U (=it’s up to you)
¢ me 2 (=me too) 2 used for replacing “to-”
in other words: 2day (=today)

20/20 vi-sion /twenti twenti 'viz(3)n/ noun
[u] the ability to see normally without
wearing glasses

2.1 /tu'wan/ noun [c] in the U.K. and
Australia, the second-highest grade for an
UNDERGRADUATE degree from a university,
lower than a first but higher than a 2.2

2.2 / tu'tu/ noun [c] in the U.K. and Australia,
the third-highest grade for an
UNDERGRADUATE degree from a university,
lower than a 2.1 but higher than a third

.22 /twenti'tu/ noun [C] a type of gun that
shoots small bullets

24/7 / twenti for 'sev(e)n/ adv informal all the
time: He thinks about her 24/7.

3-D /6ridi/ adj a 3-D movie, picture, etc.
looks as if it has length, depth, and width

4 /for/ abbrev 1 for: used in e-mails and TEXT
MESSAGES: 4 U (=for you) 2 used for
replacing “-fore” in other words: B4
(=before)

401(Kk) / for ov wan 'ker/ noun [c] in the U.S.,
a special account in which people can save
some of the money they earn for their
RETIREMENT without paying taxes on it

4 %4 / for bai 'for/ noun [C] @ FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE
vehicle

.45 / fortifarv/ noun [C] a PISTOL (=small gun)

4-F / for 'ef/ adj if someone is listed 4-F, they
are not allowed to serve in the U.S. military

4WD abbrev a FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE vehicle

$64,000 ques-tion, the /sikstiforfavz(o)nd
daler ‘'kwestf(a)n/ noun [singular] a question
that is the most important and most
difficult to answer concerning a particular
problem or situation

8 /eit/ abbrev used in e-mails and TEXT
MESSAGES to replace “-ate” or “-eat”: C U
L8R (=see you later) ¢ GR8 (=great)

800 num-ber / ert 'handrad nambar/ noun [c]
in the U.S., a telephone number that is free
to use and is usually for calling business
services

911 /nam wan 'wan/ in the U.S., the
telephone number that you use in an
emergency to call the police, the fire
department, or an AMBULANCE

9/11 / nain 1lev(s)n/ September 11, the date
in 2001 when TERRORISTS attacked the U.S.,
flying planes into the World Trade Center
and killing thousands of people

999 /nam naimn nam/ in the UK., the
telephone number that you use in an
emergency to call the police, the fire
department, or an AMBULANCE

Roman Numerals

Roman numerals were used in ancient Rome to
represent numbers. They are still sometimes
used today, for example on clocks and watches
and in official documents.

1 one Xvii seventeen

1] two XVIII  eighteen

1 three XX nineteen

1\ four XX twenty

Vv five XXI twenty-one
Vi six XXX thirty

Vi seven XL forty

Vil eight L fifty

IX nine X sixty

X ten XX seventy

XI eleven IXXX  eighty

Xil twelve Xc ninety

X thirteen o one hundred
XV fourteen cc two hundred
XV fifteen D five hundred
Xvi sixteen M one thousand



GRAMMAR CODES
Nouns

® [C] countabl aouns that are used with

aoranor .amber and have a plural:
car, soldi.
e [U] unc atable nouns that cannot be

used witw, @ or an or a number and
have no plural: happiness, pasta

® [singular] nouns that are used with
a, an, or the but are never used in the
plural: babble, halt

e [plural] nouns that are used only in
the plural and always take a plural
verb: cattle, surroundings

Verbs

@ [I] intransitive verbs that have no
direct object: He paused for a moment.
¢ Could you speak up please?

e [T] transitive verbs that have a direct
object: I ate my lunch. ¢ She handed
the note over to me.

e [linking verb] verbs that are followed

WORD CLASSES

abbrev (=abbreviation)
adj (=adjective)
adv (=adverb)
conjunction
determiner
grammar word
interjection
modal verb
noun

number

prefix
preposition

RED WORDS

The words printed in red form the
essential vocabulary for an intermediate
learner of English. There are 3,500 red
words, which have been carefully
chosen on the basis of their importance
and frequency. These are the words that
you really need to learn, and the
dictionary provides a lot of extra
information to help you to understand
these words well and to use them
correctly.

by a noun or adjective complement
describing the subject: They looked
happy. ¢ I feel better now.

¢ [auxiliary verb] verbs “be,” “have,”
and “do” when they are used with
other verbs to show their tense, to
form questions etc: When are you
leaving? & They didn’t understand.

Other Short Forms or Codes

@ sb someone
e sth something

e + that followed by a clause beginning
with “that”: The notice stated that
there would be no performance that
evening.

® + (that) can be followed by a clause
beginning with “that” but you can
leave out the “that”: I decided that it
wouldn’t be a good idea to go. or I
decided it wouldn’t be a good idea to
go.

® ...to do sth followed by a verb in the
infinitive: I love to go shopping.

e ...doing sth followed by a verb + ing:
I love swimming.

pronoun

quantifier

short form (for example can’t)

suffix

trademark (trademarks are not given a
word class)

verb

SYMBOLS

~» points to another entry or page that
you should look at for more
information or for pictures

comes between examples

comes before synonyms

comes before opposites

LN

All red words have a “star rating”:

#% % the most common and basic

words, such as easy, go, have,

house

very common words, such as

behave, friendly, intelligence,

occasionally

* fairly common words, such as
campaign, enthusiastic,
import, local



PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

his dictionary uses the following
symbols from the International

Phonetic Alphabet:

Consonants

press
bag
time
day
can
dog
staff
vote
thin
that
sit
zebra

SN O oD g R R QT

shine

u-wrss;::x;&qxg‘:‘w

measure
hot
why
loch
chair
jam
more
SNOW
sing
water
ring
small
you

Vowels and Diphthongs

bee

bit

bed
bad
father
caught
cut
about
book
boot

e

£ Cc o > 0 2 g ©

3r
er
or
or
ar
el

ai

ol |

00
av

bird
care
manager
more
mar
bay
buy
boy
g0
now
hear

Stress

The main stressed syllable in an entry is
shown by the symbol / '/, and the second-
most important stressed syllable is shown
by the symbol /, /, for example correspond
/ koraspand/. Compound entries that are
made up of two or more separate words
have stress marks on them if the
pronunciation for each individual word is
already given in the dictionary, for example
'ice cream.

Alternative Pronunciations

The dictionary shows alternative
pronunciations for entries only if the
second pronunciation is so different from
the main one that it might not be
understood easily, for example at mobile
/'moub(a)l, 'mou,bail/. British
pronunciations are shown only when they
are so different from the American
pronunciation that they might not be
understood easily, for example at
laboratory /'labratori, British
laborat(a)ri/.

Weak Forms and Strong Forms

Some grammar words (common words like
prepositions and pronouns) have more than
one pronunciation. The weak form is used
when the syllable is unstressed, and the
strong form is used when the syllable is
stressed. These two forms are shown like
this in the dictionary: but /weak bat, strong
bat/.

Normal Rapid Speech

Pronunciations of words often change in
normal rapid speech. The schwa /a/ often
disappears between certain consonants and
the sounds /d/ and /t/ can often not be
heard when they are found between two
other consonants. If these sounds are given
in brackets, it means that they are often not
pronounced by fluent speakers of English,
for example station /'steif(s)n/, friendly
/'fren(d)li/, and postcard /'pous(t)kard/.

Nasalized Vowels

Some French words that have entered the
English language contain a nasalized vowel
sound that is common in French but rare
in English. These vowels are shown with
the symbol /~/ above them, for example
seance /'se1ds/.



CONTENTS

Grammar Codes inside front cover
Introduction Vi
Using Your Dictionary Vii—ix
Numbers that are Entries X
The Dictionary 1-821
Color lllustrations between pages 278 and 279
House C1
Kitchen G2
Office C3
Clothes Ca
Car Cé
Transportation C7
Shapes C8
Language Study between pages 464 and 465
Collocation LS2
Topic Vocabulary:
Entertainment LS6
People and Relationships LS7
Travel and Tourism LS8
Work LS9
New Technology:
Communication LS10
Computers and the Internet LS10
Media:
Newspapers LS12
Television LS12
Pronunciation LS14
Metaphor LS16
Word Formation LS18
Register LS20
Text Types LS22
Color lllustrations between pages 574 and 575
Trees and Flowers C9
Fruit Cc10
Vegetables C11
Animals C12
Body C14
Sports C15
Gym and Games Cc16
Geographical Names and Nationalities 822-825
Capital Letters and Punctuation 826-827
Phrasal Verbs 828
Labels 829

Pronunciation Guide inside back cover



alor A /er/ noun1[c] the first letter of the
English alphabet 2 A [c/u] a mark that a
teacher gives to a student’s work to show
that it is excellent 3 A [U] a common BLOOD
TYPE
PHRASE from A to B from one place to
another

a2 /weak 3, strong e1/ or an /weak an, strong &n/
determiner Ak

A and an are indefinite articles.

® Ais used when the next word begins with a
consonant.

® Anis used when the next word begins with a
vowel sound.

1used when you are mentioning a person
or a thing for the first time: I have an idea.
¢ There’s a concert on Sunday night.

2 one: I have a sister and two brothers. ¢ a
hundred/thousand/million

3 used when you mean any person or thing
of a particular type, but not a specific one:
Do you have a car? ¢ Children must be
accompanied by an adult.

4 used when you say what job someone
does: Ruth was a lawyer. ¢ I want to be an
actor.

5 used when you say what type someone or
something belongs to: Maria is a Catholic.
¢ Greece has been a republic since 1974.

6 used before a singular noun that
represents every person or thing of a
particular type: A dog needs regular
exercise. + A molecule consists of two or more
atoms.

7 used in phrases showing prices, rates, or
speeds to mean “each” or “every”: Meetings
are held four times a year (=four times every
year). ¢ Peaches are 99 cents a pound (=each
pound costs 99 cents). ¢ 90 miles an hour

8 used in expressions of quantity such as
“a lot,” “a few,” or “a great deal”: a lot of
money + a few friends ¢+ We all appreciate a
little encouragement.

9 used before a noun that is formed from a
verb and means a single action of that verb:
Can I have a try? ¢ Let’s take a walk around
the garden.

A.A. /g1 'e1/ noun [C] Associate of Arts: a
degree given by a U.S. COMMUNITY COLLEGE
to students who have finished a two-year
course of study

asback /2bazk/ adv be taken aback to be very
shocked or surprised

abea«cus /'=bakas/ noun [C] an object used for
counting or doing simple calculations. An
abacus consists of a frame with small balls

in rows.

asban-don /abanden/ verb [T] #
1to leave someone or something and never
come back: His mother abandoned him
when he was five days old. ¢ The stolen car

was abandoned only five miles away.
2 to stop doing something before it is
finished, or before you have achieved your
goals: The climbers finally abandoned their
attempt on the mountain.
—arbanedon*ment noun [U]

a-ban-doned /sbzndond/ adj1left empty or
no longer used: an abandoned farm 2 left
alone by someone who should stay with you
and take care of you: a home for abandoned
children

a-bashed /3bz|t/ adj embarrassed or
ashamed about something that you have

done

asbate /sbert/ verb (1] formal to gradually
become less serious or extreme

ab-bey /'zbi/ noun [c] a large church with
buildings attached for MONKS or NUNS to
live in

ab-bre-vi-at-ed /sbriviertid/ adj shorter
because some parts have been removed

ab-bre-vi-a-tion /abrivier(s)n/ noun[c] a
short form of a word or phrase: MIA is an
abbreviation for “Missing in Action.”

ABC /e bi 'si/ Australian Broadcasting
Corporation: one of the major television
companies in Australia

ab-di-cate /'=bdikert/ verb 1 [1/T] if a king or
queen abdicates, he or she formally gives
up being king or queen 2 [T] formal to stop
accepting responsibility for something
—abedisca-tion /,@bdrkeif(e)n/ noun [c/u)

ab-do-men /'zbdoman, &eb'douman/ noun [C]
formal the front part of your body below
your waist

ab-domei-nal /&bdamm(a)l/ adj in the
abdomen

ab-duct /=bdakt/ verb [T] to take someone
away using force=kIDNAP —abeducstion
/aebdakf(2)n/ noun [C/U]

ab-er-ra- /@bareif(a)n/ noun [C] formal
something that is not normal, or not what
you would usually expect

ab-hor-rent /sbhorent/ adj formal if
something is abhorrent, you hate it because
it is immoral

a-bide /3baid/ verb can’t abide sth to hate
something

PHRASALVERS' a'bide by sth to follow a rule,
(‘i’e‘(éis'ion, omcnon

a-bid-ing /o / adj formal an abiding
t‘eeli:ngsor belief is oxjx£ that you have had
for a long time

a-bil-i-ty /obiloti/ noun [c/U] &+ the skill
that you need in order to do something
= INABILITY: She has good organizational
abilities. + ability to do sth T'iredness can
affect your ability to drive.

PHRASE' to the best of your ability as well as
you can: Just try to do the job to the best of
your ability.

ab-ject /'=bdzekt/ adj formal 1 used for
emphasizing how bad something is: abject
poverty 2 showing that you feel ashamed: a
look of abject embarrassment

a-blaze /sblerz/ adj burning with a lot of
flames

a<ble /'etb(a)l/ adj -+ intelligent, or good at
doing something

PHRASE be able to do sth used for saying
that it is possible for someone to do



able-bodied 2

come. ¢ I'd love to be able to sing like you.

Word family: able

Words in the same family as able

u ability n m disability n
® unable adj = disabled adj
= inability n = enablev

able-bod-ied / etb(s)1 ‘badid/ adj not suffering
from any disability

a-bly /'erbli/ adv very well, or very skillfully

ab-nor-mal /=bnorm(s)l/ adj not normal,
and therefore a sign that there is a problem:
abnormal behavior ¢ abnormal eating
habits —abenorsmaslisty / &bnormalati/
noun [c/U], absnoremalely adv: Her blood
pressure was abnormally high.

a-board /3'bord/ adv, preposition in or on a
ship, train, or airplane

a-bode /aboud/ noun [c] literary the place
where you live=RESIDENCE

a-bol-ish /abalif/ verb [T] to officially get rid
of a law or system: The U.S. abolished
slavery in 1865.

ab-o-li-tion /&balif(s)n/ noun [u] the official
end to a law or system

a-bome-i-na-ble /sbammab(2)1/ adj formal
extremely bad —asbomeisnasbly adv

Ab-o-rigei-ne / @boridzani/ or Absosrigei-nal
/,@baridzan(a)l/ noun [c] an Australian who
belongs to the race of people who were
living in Australia before Europeans
arrived

a-bort /3bort/ verb [T] 1 to stop something
before it is finished: The mission had to be
aborted because of a technical problem. 2 to
remove a developing baby from a woman’s
body, so that it is not born alive

a-bor-tion /3borf(a)n/ noun [c/u] a medical
operation in which a developing baby is
removed from a woman'’s body, so that it is
not born alive

abor-tive /obortiv/ adj not finished, and
therefore not successful: abortive peace
negotiations

a-bound /obavnd/ verb [1] to be present in
large numbers or amounts

a-bout /abavt/ grammar word A4

About can be:

uap ion: He told me about your problem.

® an adverb in British English: Stop rushing
about.

u followed by an infinitive with “to”: I was just
about to explain.

1used for giving an amount, number, or
time that is not exact=APPROXIMATELY:
About 250 people were killed in the explosion.
¢ I woke up at about 3 a.m.

2 almost: Pam’s about the only person that I
can trust. « I'm just about ready to go.

3 British in or to many different parts or
areas=AROUND: The children were running
about the room. ¢ Dirty clothes were scattered
about.

4used for stating who or what is being
considered or discussed: @ book about
American history ¢ They were talking about
their vacation. ¢ There’s nothing to get
excited about.

abrupt

PHRASE be about to do sth to be going to
happen very soon, or to be going to do
something very soon: I was about to get
undressed when someone knocked. ¢ The
show was about to begin.
-=» HOW, WHAT

about-face noun [c] American 1 a complete
change in the way you behave or think
about something 2 the action of turning
your whole body quickly so that you are
facing in the opposite direction

a-bove /abav/ grammar word

Above can be:

® a preposition: The birds were flying high above
the trees.

® an adverb: She stared up at the stars above.

® an adjective: Please reply to the above address.

1in a higher position at a higher level than
something, or directly over it: We lived in
the room above the store. ¢+ Her leg was
broken above the knee.

2 higher in amount or standard more than
a particular number, amount, or level: The
company'’s profits were 23% above the
previous year’s. ¢ In most subjects the
students scored well above average.

3 louder or higher than another sound
louder or higher than the other sounds that
you can hear: I couldn’t hear his voice above
all the noise.

4in an earlier part of writing in an earlier
part of a piece of writing, or higher up on
the same page: Many of the documents
mentioned above are now available on the
Internet.

5 with a higher rank higher in rank, or
more important than someone else: As a
major, Stuart was a rank above me.

PHRASE above all used for saying what is
most important: We hope you will learn new
skills, meet new people, and above all enjoy
yourself.

® Use above when something is not directly
over something else, but at a higher level: on
the hillside above the river.

® Use over when something moves or stretches
across the space above something else: flying
over Miami ¢ the bridge over the river.

= Use over when something covers something
else: She put a scarf over her hair.

a-bove-board /abavbord/ adj completely
honest and legal

abe-ra-sive /sbreisiv/ adj 1 someone who is
abrasive behaves in a way that seems rude
2 an abrasive substance has a rough surface
that is used for rubbing other surfaces

asbreast /obrest/ adv next to each other,
facing or moving in the same direction

PHRASE keep abreast of sth to make sure that

you know the most recent information about
something

a-brldged /abridzd/ adj an abridged book or
play 1s shorter than the original

abroad /abrod/ adv #* in or to a foreign
country: We try to go abroad at least once
a year. ¢ special arrangements for voters
living abroad

a-brupt /obrapt/ adj 1 sudden and
une , often in an unpleasant way



abscess

2 someone who is abrupt speaks in an
unfriendly way using very few words
—asbruptely adv

abescess /'=bses/ noun [c] a painful swollen
area on your skin or inside your body

ab-scond /ab'skand/ verb [1] formal 1 to
suddenly leave a place and take something
with you that does not belong to you 2 to
escape from a place where you are being
kept as a punishment

abssence /'zbsons/ noun *
1 [c/u] a time when someone is not where
they should be or where they usually are:

We are concerned about your child’s frequent
absences from school. ¢« Mark will be in
charge in my absence (=while I am away).
2 [u] the fact that something does not exist
or is not present: a complete absence of
humor

abesent /'zbsont/ adj 1 not in the place where
you should be s= PRESENT: He’s been absent
Jfrom school for three days. 2 formal missing
from a place or situation: The story has
been absent from the news for weeks.

ab-sen-tee / zbsan'ti/ adj not able to do a job
well because you are not in the place where
you should be: an absentee father

ab-sen-teesism /xbson'tiizam/ noun [U] the
habit of not being at school or work when
you should be

absent-minded adj likely to forget or not
notice things because you are not paying
attention — absent-mindedly adv

ab-so-lute /'zbsslut, @bsslut/ adj 1 used for
emphasizing an opinion, feeling, or
statement=ToTAL: The way they’ve been
treated is an absolute disgrace. ¢+ You're
talking absolute nonsense. ¢ I have absolute
confidence in her. 2 used for emphasizing
that something is the most or least possible
in a particular situation: $4,000 is the
absolute maximum we can spend.

abeso-lute-ly /'zbsalutli, sebsalutli/ adv *
1 completely: Are you absolutely certain you
saw him? ¢ The food was absolutely
fantastic. « They have absolutely no idea
how this happened.
2 spoken used for emphasizing that you agree
or mean “yes”: “Are you sure it’s OK?”

“Absolutely!”

PHRASE absolutely not used for showing that
you disagree strongly, or used as a strong
way of saying “no”: “Do you think I should
forgive him?” “Absolutely not!”

ab-solve /zbzalv/ verb[T] | formal 1 to state
officially that someone is not responsible
for something bad 2 to forgive someone

abesorb /ab'sorb, abzorb/ verb [T]1 to take in
heat, light, liquid, or some other substance:
When wood gets wet, it absorbs water and
expands. + a device that produces energy by
absorbing sunlight ¢ be absorbed into sth
Caffeine is rapidly absorbed into the
bloodstream. 2 to make something become a
part of something larger: His music has
absorbed influences from all over the world.
+ be absorbed into sth After the war, the
whole region was absorbed into the Roman
Empire. 3 to learn and understand new
facts: We had to absorb a lot of information.
4 business to accept an increase in your costs,

abyss
instead of increasing the prices that you
charge: Oil companies say they will absorb
these tax increases.

ab-sorbed /sb'sorbd, sb'zorbd/ adj completely
interested or involved in something:
Richard was totally absorbed in his book.

ab-sorb-ent /ab'sorbant, sbzorbant/ adj an
absorbent material can take in and hold
liquids

ab-sorb-ing /sb'sorbin, abzorbiy/ adj taking
all your attention: an absorbing book

ab-sorp-tion /ab'sorpf(s)n, sbzorpf(a)n/ noun
[u] 1 the process by which something takes
in heat, light, liquid, or some other
substance 2 the process of becoming part of
something larger

ab-stain /ob'stemn/ verb [1] 1 to deliberately
avoid doing something enjoyable 2 to decide
not to vote

ab-sten-tion /sb'stenf(a)n/ noun [c] a decision
not to vote

ab-sti-nence /'zbstmans/ noun [u] the
practice of avoiding something such as
alcohol or sex

ab-stract /'=bstrakt, &bstraekt/ adj
1abstract ideas are not related to physical
objects or real events 2 abstract art
expresses ideas or feelings, instead of
showing the exact appearance of people or
things —abestracstion /zb'strak[(a)n/ noun
[c/u)

.abstract 'noun noun [c] a word that names a
quality, idea, or feeling, such as
“happiness” or “beauty”

ab-surd /ab'sard, sbzsrd/ adj silly,
unreasonable, or impossible to believe
=RIDICULOUS —abesurdeisty noun [c/U],
abesurdely adv

a-bun-dance /sbandans/ noun [U] formal a
very large quantity of something s scarciTy

a-bun-dant /sbandont/ adj formal existing or
available in large quantities s& SCARCE

a-bun-dant-ly /sbandentli/ adv formal in
large quantities
pHRASE abundantly clear very obvious
a-busel /3bjus/ noun *
1 [cu] cruel, violent, or unfair treatment:
human rights abuses ¢« Many of the children
were victims of sexual abuse.
2 [c/u] the use of something in a bad,
dishonest, or harmful way: alcohol/drug/
substance abuse ¢ This is clearly an abuse
of executive power.
3 [u] angry offensive comments: racist abuse
a-buse?2 /objuz/ verb [T] 1 to have sex with
someone who is unable to refuse, especially
a child: She was abused as a child. 2 to treat
someone in a cruel or violent way 3 to use
something in a bad, dishonest, or harmful
way 4 to speak to someone in an angry,
offensive way —asbuseer noun [C]

abuesive /abjusiv/ adj 1 offensive or
insulting=RUDE: abusive language ¢+ When
we asked him to leave, he became abusive.
2 treating someone in a cruel way, either
by being violent or by forcing them to have
sex: an abusive parent —asbussively adv

a-bys'mal /obizm(e)l/ adj extremely bad
=APPALLING

a-byss /abis/ noun [c] 1a very frightening or



