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[ 3] Dyslexia first was recognized in Europe and the United States more than 80 years ago.

[FX]80 BEMEMMAMLE T RXA RS BAELE.

[ H] The first cases of dyslexia in Europe were discovered less than a century ago.

OFEX) ERME KRR EEEEER R F—- L.

[# %) & 3 b discover,less than a century ago 5 & 3C * ) recognize, more than 80 years ago &
Al F3k, H L E RN Y Right.
wp [ 2]

[J7 3] Dinosaurs are losing the ecological battle for survival,and biologists are at a loss to explain
their demise.

(XY BRERERETAETRUESTEREN EVFEITERBEMNNRT.

[ H ] Biologists are unable to explain why dinosaurs are dying.

[EFX] EYERTRBEREIFABERT.

[f# %] B H P are unable to 5L A are at a loss to B [F Xifl . B H 9 why dinosaurs are
dying 5 B3y their demise & [F] X iA , B LA & 2 [ 4 Right.

wp [ 3]

[&E 3] Women could not take part and were forbidden,on pain of death,even to attend the Games.

[FXI ALAESMEZFEHILEEXNED S, EUNBHLE.

[ B ] The spectators,as well as the participants,of the ancient Olympics were male.

[FEX] HRAZSHMAMEHARESH.

[## %1 & B 1 spectators 5 F3XF A attend & 7 SCid], 1 B # #Y participants 55 3 H1 Y take
part & [7] SCid , B LA 8 KL A Right,

2.E_FiR B ERREBER P RIERER AR

XHHERE —EREE. REREFRXPHILGEEHBENREA. RESKAST BANAE L
F#SEAT BB 5T B,
wp [ 1]

[ R3] However,research has shown that dyslexia is more common in males than in females,and it
is found more often in persons who are left-handed.

(FEX]HENREEXA . BUHBREREEELT L . MAEERTFPREIER,

[ H J Generally speaking, dyslexia is more common in left-handed males than in right-
handed females.

GEX]ERRFBEEEBENLEMTFRUBLERTFLBEEARNRL.

B>
4 +ERT>AMT
R A Right,
ap [#1 2]

[ &3] Before the widespread use of computers, the information either reached managers too late or
was too expensive to be used. Today, the information provided by computers helps managers compare
standards with actual results, find out problems, and take corrective action before it is too late to make
changes.
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[JE 3] Since the Winter Games began,55 out of 56 gold medals in the men’s Nordic skiing events
have been won by competitors from Scandinavia or the former Soviet Union.

[EX) BARRSTHE . ABEFREBESHE R 56 B4 Ay 55 Bk & JLEXF AT 5 B K ik
TR,

[/ §) Only Scandinavians have won gold medals in the men’s Winter Olympics.

LEX] RANKRARBTARSBEFHEPHER.

(BB BEXEILRAMMABENEFREBT M. MERIKB T 56 B 55 8,58 1 /AH
BEHERE. BEHRRAMKAKBT &M, FLUERM Y Wrong.

«@p [#1 3]

[E 3c) Apart from the Second World War period, the Winter Olympics were held every four years,
a few months before the Summer Olympics. But in 1986 the IOC changed the schedule so that the
summer and winter games would be held in different years. Thus, for the only time in history, the
Lillehammer (Norway) Games took place just two years after the previous Winter Olympics which were
held in Alvertville,France.

(EXIBRTHE-RERAXRYPR . XL RLEBNFEET K, EXFRESZMWWILIA. HE
1986 4, HRR R BSU T THH . FHLRXNEFRESRBEAR W ERNRELT, Bk, e BB~
W FEEH Alvertville £ &> G247 T Lillehammer (#880) E314.

[#8 H]) One Winter Olympics has succeeded another every four years since 1924 with a break only
for the Second World War.

(%) B 1924 K RABNERIELF—K KPP RA KA BREIE - KIERRK.

(FRY EXRIAFHKMAN. —KEB_-KRHRARKR, —KE 1986 FHERZSMT -
., MEBRERE KA. FTRERRY Wrong,

E=SHMA - FEXAANMTFEREYHELYIBR EEUBNRERNKLHSHIER

FCRME—FMEIR R BI”, ¥ feel,consider & theory %i7). MEBMBER M “HX”, ¥
% fact & prove &i7,
wyp [H1 11

L[5 3CY But generally winter sports were felt to be too specialized.

[FE3c) B— Mokl A =M EHBRERB LS.

[ H]) The Antwerp Games proved that winter sports were too specialized.

[FX) ZBDEEHSIEHLXFEMERB LT,

(R B EXhA fee, BRIFRBA”. METH prove, RIFR“HEL”. FrLIZE NN Wrong,
wp [ 2]

[ &3] Another theory is that worldwide temperature increases are upsetting the breeding cycles of
frogs.

[EFX) 5 —HELRLRSBENARBER T FEN=WEAM.

[EE H] It is fact that frogs’breeding cycles are upset by worldwide increases in temperature.

[EX) - BLEFEMNHRPELSRBEN IR,

[ %) B34 theory, SRR “HEIE”. BHPH fact, BWR“FEL”, FFLIERM Y Wrong,

4. FAFHMA:-FXMEANEATRERARER ME FTHEENE

B 3Ch¥% Fl many (fR%), sometimes (& Bt) %% unlikely (R KT88) % . FB % A all (£3),
usually GE¥) ,always (&) K impossible (S8R T HE) %A,
ap (5 1]

[JE 3] Snakes are sometimes poisonous.

OEX] BAREAEEN.
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2. B EH R must,only,all & always it , HE— M AL R Right
EHPHAXEFARERL,95% HERBAE Right, EFHBAT—-KEAPHHT must T

2R Right MRS . EE B3 EiRxiE, &K E Wrong & Not Mentioned, 8 F — & , & E W

B EEHORBRERE, —REER Wrong HAIER—2%, REF FTHILMEEBNERTR

Wrong.

(1) Europeans learned all of what they knew of edible wild plants from Aborigines.

(2) Before the dry plate process short exposures could only be achieved with cameras held in the
hand.

. BREEFE-ENNRE

MTHBRLARBEEEIREREGEIREL:

(1) =% %E (Right/Wrong/Not Mentioned) FEH 5.

(OTUEE=BIERB—F, WHE Right HRAR A S EZNEERE—H. SE=HERE

—HEMBEREAEZR.

4. EHEECHE—BR FAERSUER BREREYAEACHBTER

EHRP . REARFIBOEH . EMNAERIUER ANE - EEGCERERN. REM%
BEERHERUET.

5. EXRLERBABMS ENBR.AEHF AR

XA SGHE R, BIA™E. U, ERMEATVEERERRBY, MARERR, R
BEEALFRN, REMRATUT . XEHNERETTBRIER.

Dyslexia

As many as 20% of all children in the United States suffer from some form of the learning disorder
called dyslexia. '
Experts on dyslexia say that the problem is not disease. They say that persons with dyslexia use
information in a different way. One of the world’s great thinkers and scientists, Albert Einstein was
dyslexic. Einstein said that he never thought in words the way that most people do. He said that he
thought in pictures instead. The American inventor Thomas Edison was also dyslexic. Dyslexia first was
recognized in Europe and the United States more than 80 year ago. Many years passed before doctors
discovered that persons with the disorder were not mentally slow or disabled. The doctors found that the
brains of persons with dyslexia are different. In most people, the left side of the brain—the part that
controls language—is larger than the right side. In persons with dyslexia, the right side of the brain is
bigger. Doctors are not sure what causes this difference. However, research has shown that dyslexia is
more common in males that in females,and it is found more often in persons who are left-handed. No one
knows the cause of dyslexia, but some scientists believe that it may result from chemical changes in a
baby’s body long before it is born. They are trying to find ways to teach persons with dyslexia. Dyslexic
persons think differently and need special kinds of teaching help. After they have soived their problems
with language,they often show themselves to be especially intelligent or creative.
1.0ne out of five American children suffers from dyslexia.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned

2.Many great thinkers and scientists in the world are dyslexic.
A. Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned

3. The first cases of dyslexia in Europe were discovered less than a century ago.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned
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4. The left side of the brain in a dyslexic person is bigger than the right side.
A. Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned

5. Generally speaking,dyslexia is more common in left-handed males that in right-handed females.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned

6.1t is believed that dyslexia is related to the bad habits of a baby’s mother.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned

7. Dyslexic people often turn out to be intelligent or creative once they have learned to handle
language properly.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not mentioned

ERRIFMR:

1. 88 B F 8§ % 87 & one out of five 1 American children. # 4 Wi /5 4 B i 56 5L RATTAR R E R X
F—BbRBER,H P one out of five £ 20% K5 X % B , American children J& all children in the
United States 89 [F] X% 5 , B 0L 3% 195 K 4 A. Right.,

2. 8 H Yy XA great thinkers and scientists. R ]S BRI RABXEHaH., HLEA I
RIMEI, JZXF AR HI 52 one of BB FHE many, BHREREXPFER, X {XRBZED
HMEEAENBREERENEE, FRFRRSEFHEMBEE AN RBRAB ERNEL. B
Z % R Y C. Not Mentioned,

3. MEPHXEHERLH 41 Europe, RAJBMERE _BEAFRAZRIER. Edx LG
FERIEEA L, BRI EBM recognize—discover , more than 80 years ago—less than a century ago #8 /8§ T[4
X (B M — % 2 51 69 2 3 32 B #9745 J7 : Europe 71 the United States 7F 80 ZBEM AR TIRBH
e RO HEH SR B T Europe., Xt F 33X 68, BATAN L #4710 F #EH . % A= Europe, B = the
United States, 3t br EiX BB A ARt —HH B . MR A+BER B2 ARTER? LR LBEA.
A+BE (E#) NESLELXGRAUBIERH . BNAIFHE BIEH. 53X R8RSR, RIAEZEN
ERNK A Right,

4. BEH P WX R bigger, RINBRAEF _BENGTRIERFES. XABERR LEX,
Fr L%k B. Wrong,

5.8 B9 XRBIAR more common, BERFTEMESE _BRE 4. MERFEALIHTEH
S RIIABBHERL L. ¥ A= males,B = females, C = left-handed, D = right-handed, H &R

A>B

FrAc A1 A RAT A A> B, R85 % A RATAM.C>D, FRRAIEFG I TR 8. 5ens

males™>females

+ left-handed>>right-handed \ .
left-handed males>>right-handed females Bh TR0, BB R A A Right.

6. 8 H P #X im Y 29 bad habits Mbaby’s mother, {8 238 §€ £ 3¢, BT R B T X K45 B baby’s
body, B AT WL, X E IE B & $ 24 C. Not Mentioned.

7. B XA & intelligent or creative, RIELXBRF —WRBER #Edx b, RITMH .
show themselves to be—turn out to be,solve—~handle ¥R R L FiE, LB IEHERE A Right,
wp [ 2]

Named after an ex-Governor of New South Wales,Sydney is the state’s capital city. Located on the
south-east of Australia in the temperate zone,it enjoys a mild climate,averaging 14. 5 hours of sunshine

pet day in summer and 10. 25 hours in winter. It is also the largest,oldest,and perhaps most beautifully
situated city in Australia. First established by the British as a convict settlement in 1788, it is a modern
cosmopolitan city that has developed into one of the nation’s major industrial, business, and
manufacturing centres.

Sydney is home to nearly 4.4 million people (as of 1997). The suburbs reach out from the city
centre and harbour some 55km to the north, 35km to the west and 30km to the south, creating a
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metropolitan area of about 3000 square kilometres. The 57 square kilometer harbour is one of the largest

in the world, and famous for the unmistakable 134 metres high arch of the Harbour Bridge and the

graceful sails of the Opera House. It is a busy waterway with ferries, freighters, hydrofoils and pleasure craft.
Not far from the city centre are the attractive old residential suburbs of Balmain, Glebe, and

Paddington, where many people live in smart terraced houses,art galleries, pubs,and restaurants abound
in the cosy streets that tend to be quite narrow, whereas the suburbs surrounding the city’s cosy streets
that tend to be quite narrow, whereas the suburbs surrounding the city’s colleges and universities consist
mainly of family homes and multi-unit blocks—an ideal situation for students looking for a homestay,or
to rent. Sydney’'s newer suburbs now have a large multicultural population,and local shopping centres
reflect the influences of many cultures.

As well as scores of cinemas and theatres throughout the city and suburbs, there are numerous clubs
which appeal to people of all ages,and cater for all tastes. Pubs are the venue for smaller modern bands,
while the big-name popular music artists, both local and international, attract capacity audiences at the
huge Entertainment Centre in the heart of the city.

In Sydney,a vast array of ethnic and local restaurants can be found to suit all palates and pockets. In
summer, cafe patrons often sit outside at tables under umbrellas, and enjoy the passing parade of
shoppers. Students who prefer to cook at home can choose from several large weekend markets, where
fresh fruit,fish,and vegetables may be bought more cheaply than at the local supermarket. Sydney also
has its own Chinatown.

In the heart of the city are several big department stores linked by enclosed over-the-street
crossings and underground walkways. Most noticeable are the towering centre point complex and the
Queen Victoria Building, both containing many shopping arcades, coffee shops and restaurants. Out of
town, in the suburbs, there are huge regional shopping centres. At the weekend markets,bargains can be
had when shopping for clothing as well as for a wide range of assorted goods.

Australia is recognised as one of the most sports-conscious nations in the world. Sydney boasts an
impressive number of facilities for all types of indoor and outdoor sporting activities. Wherever one goes,
there are golf courses,cricket pitches, football ovals, tennis and squash courts,and, of course,indoor and
outdoor swimming pools. Avid ice-skating and ten-pin bowling fans will find that these activities are also
popular and inexpensive.

1. Sydney was first established as a settlement for convicted criminals.

A.Right B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

2. Sydney Harbour is the largest in the world.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

3. The streets of Paddington are not very wide and contain houses arranged in rows.
A.Right ' B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

4. The Entertainment Centre is only for international popular music artists who attract large
audiences.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

5. There is now a greater variety of restaurants to choose from in Sydney than in the past.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

6. Some department stores in Sydney are joined by walkways above and below the ground.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

7. Australians are sports-minded people,but this is not realised by the rest of the world.
A.Right B. Wrong C. Not Mentioned

BEREER:

1. BH BRI XREIA R first, Xt 5 F 3B 88 — B, 2 & — 4] ; First established by the British as a

convict settlement in 1788, 2 8 H R [F] L 331k, 5 £ H Right.
I!ill 11
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describes as. . .

A 12 7] B & & registration fees,damage deposits,and power charges, A FZFR KL, FF AN
MR RERN. FHREASRN Y minor, BIRMMABRERANELCEN. M EEK.

. XREXTARAAEENCTTF

P R4 KE 4 250 I SE 5 ST R R O R A FRIE . ﬂlﬁ)ﬁ@ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ&%%%ﬁ-ﬂﬁlﬁjgﬂ
WEEEAF.

I ERINETEMFM _

HPXFEREN L, FUERHEERNFENEZEA. —EFERTREHE.REEED
BERIER, WHEEENEEPHLERMEXPHHENANMEAHE, ERNBECSEET. @
PAEMT —H&.

XMERLEE, FUERLAN B XENS _HRB =L, &5 60 e 25 1 BUR
i, X RS - ERNERMNELE RN EN -FEANEE - ENERVERZE.

ﬁ% NAFRZERMES)

i H: As well as to basic college residence fees, additiona! charges are usually made, but are

American Families

1. Despite social and economic differences among Americans, many American families have certain
characteristics in common. Both the husband and wife were born in the United States, and their
forefathers came from Europe. They have completed high school,and they belong to the middle class.
They have a car,a television set,a washing machine, a refrigerator,a telephone, etc. They own their
own home and spend about 55% of their income for housing and food. Clothing accounts for almost 10%
of their income,medical care 6 % , transportation 8% and taxes 15% . The rest of their income is used for
such items as ihsurance,saviﬁgs,gifts and recreation.

2. Most families consist of a mother,a father,and,at most,two children living at home. There may
be relatives—grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins living in the same community, but American families
usually maintain separate households. This family structure is known as the “nuclear family”. It is
unusual for members of the family other than the husband, wife,and children to live together.

3. Marriage in the United States is considered a matter of individual responsibility and decision.
Yoimg people frequentl); fall in love and marry even if their parents disagree. American marriages are
usually based on romantic love,rather than on social class,education,or religion.

4. After their marriage the young couple is free to decide where to live and when to start a family.
Most young couples seét up their own household immediately. In the early 1970s only 1. 5% of all
married couples were not living on their own-independently and by themselves. Most married people
practise some kind of birth control. They plan the number of children they are going to have and when
their children will be born. The practice of limiting the size of families has general approval. The birth
rate has been declining steadily in recent years. ‘

1. There are among many American families.

2 are usually small.

3. Young Americans make their own decisions

4. The birth rate

EMESIER:
1. some similar features
2. Most American families
3. on marriage .
4. has been dropping over the last few years
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this interaction between the mechanical stress and the electrical field causes the crystal to vibrate,
generating a constant electric signal which can then be used for example on an electronic clock display.
The first wrist — watches that appeared in mass production used “LED”, “Light Emitting Diode”
displays. By the 1970’s these were to be replaced by a “LCD”,“Liquid Crystal Display”.

Quartz clocks continue to dominate the market because of the accuracy and reliability of the
performance.also being inexpensive to produce on mass scale. The time keeping performance of the
quartz clock has now been surpassed by the “Atomic clock”.

Atomic clocks

Scientists discovered some time ago that atoms and molecules have “resonances” and that each
chemical element and compound absorbs and emits “ electromagnetic radiation” within its own
characteristic “frequencies”. This we are told is highly accurate even over “Time and Space”. The
development of radar and the subsequent experimentation with high frequency radio communications
during the 1930s and 1940s created a vast amount of knowledge regarding “electromagnetic waves”,also
known as “microwaves” . which interact with the atoms. The development of atomic clocks focused firstly
on microwave resonances in the chemical Ammonia and its molecules. In 1957, “NIST”, the “National
Institute of Standards and Technology”, completed a series of tests using a “Cesium Atomic Beam”
device, followed by a second program of experiments by NIST in order to have something for comparison
when working at the atomic level. By 1960,as the outcome of the programs, “Cesium Time Standards”
were incorporated as the official time keeping system at NIST.

The “Natural frequency” recognized currently is the measurement of time, used by all scientists,
and defines the period of “one second” as exactly “9,192, 631,770 Oscillations” or “9, 192,631, 770
Cycles of the Cesium Atom’s Resonant Frequency”. From the “Macrocosm”. Or “Planetary Alignment”,
to the “Microcosm”,or “Atomic Frequency”,the cesium now maintains accuracy with a degree of error
to about “one-millionth of a second per year”.

Much of modern life has come to depend on such precise measurements of time. The day is long past
when we could get by with a timepiece (#) accurate to the nearest quarter hour. Transportation,
financial markets, communication, manufacturing, electric power and many other technologies have
become dependent on super-accurate clocks. Scientific research and the demands of modem technology
continue to drive our search for ever more accuracy. The next generation of Cesium Time Standards is
presently under development at NIST’s “Boulder Laboratory” and other laboratories around the world.
Something to remember

The only thing that should be remembered during all this technological development is that we
should never losé the ability to tell the time approximately by natural means and the powers of deduction
without requiring crutches (##) to lean on.

Our concept of TIME and using it together with TECHNOLOGY still has room for radical
reassessment in terms of man’s evolutionary thinking regarding our view of the past,our onward journey
into the future and our concept of time in relationship to universe.

1.1t is suggested that 5,000 — 6,000 years ago people in the startedto allot specific
lengths of time to tasks.
A. Middle East B. North Africa
C. Middle East and North Africa D. Not given
2. What has been used by Ancient Egyptians around 1. 500 BC to measurepassage of “hours”?
A. “Shadow clock” or “sundial”. B. Obelisks.
C. Twilight hours. D. Water clocks.
3. “Water clocks” didn’t work by observing the to calculate thepassage of time.

A. shadow B. celestial bodies C. obelisks D. sand



4. built the first “pendulum clock” as early as 1656.
A. Christian Huygens
B. NIST
C. Galileo Galilei and Christian Huygens
D. Galileo Galilei
5. What were water clocks mostly used to determine ?
A. the minutes of the night
B. the hours of the day
C. the minutes of the day
D. the hours of the night
6. What was the error in Huygens’ mechanical clock, which was a massive leap in the development of
maintaining accuracy?
A. It was “less than only one minute a day”.
B. It was totally unable to tell time exactly.
C. It was too expensive to produce on mass scale.
D. It was “less than 10 seconds a day”.
7. Why do the Quartz clocks continue to dominate the market?
A. They are cheap to produce.
B. They are accurate in performance.
C. They are reliable in performance.
D. All above.
8. Scientific research and the demands of modern technology continue todrive our search for
examining time ever more
9. Of all the clocks introduced in the passage,the one with the mostaccuracy is the clock.
10. No matter how advanced the technology of measuring time will be weshould nearer lose the
ability to tell the time approximately by

- Passage §

Directions:; In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the
questions on Answer Sheet 1. For questions 1 —7,choose the best answer from the four choices marked

A,B,Cand D. For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the information Ben in the passage.
Modern Marriage in America

New marriage

The wedding of the 20th century,in 1981, celebrated a marriage that turned out to be a huge bust.
It ended as badly as a relationship can: scandal,divorce and, ultimately,death and worldwide weeping.-

So when the firstborn son of that union,Britain’s Prince William, set in motion the wedding of this
century by getting engaged to Catherine Middleton, he did things a little differently. He picked someone
older than he is (by six months) , who went to the same university he did and whom he’d dated for a long
time. Although she is not of royal blood. she stands to become the first English Queen with a university
degree,so in one fundamental way, theirs is a union of equals. In that regard, the new couple reflects the
changes in the shape and nature of marriage that have been rippling throughout the Western world for
the past few decades.

In fact, statistically speaking,a young man of William’s age—if not his royal English heritage—
might be just as likely not to get married, yet. In 1960, the year before Princess Diana, William’s

mother, was born,nearly 70% of American adults were married; now only about half are. Eight times as
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many children are born out of wedlock. Back then, two-thirds of 20-somethings were married; in 2008

just 26% were. And college graduates are now far more likely to marry (64 %) than those with no higher
education (48%).
Why marriage is wanted

When an institution so central to human experience suddenly changes shape in the space of a
genefation or two. it’s worth trying to figure out why. This fall the Pew Research Center,in association
with TIME. conducted a nationwide poll exploring the contours of modern marriage and the new
American family, posing questions about what people want and expect out of marriage and family life,
why they enter into committed relationships and what they gain from them. What we found is that
marriage , whatever its social, spiritual or symbolic appeal, is in purely practical terms just not as
necessary as it used to be. Neither men nor women need to be married to have sex or companionship or
professional success or respect or even children-—yet marriage remains revered and desired.

And of all the transformations our family structures have undergone in the past 50 years, perhaps
the most profound is the marriage differential that has openedbetween the richand the poor.In 1960 the
median household income of married adults was 12% higher than that of single adults,after adjusting for
household size. By 2008 this gap had grown to41% . In other words, the richer and more educated you
are,the more likely you are to marry,or to be married—or, conversely, if you're married, you're more
likely to be well off.

The question of why the wealth disparity between the married and the unmarried has grown so
much is related to other,broader issues about marriage: whom it best serves,how it relates to parenting
and family life and how its voluntary nature changes social structures. The marrying kind

In 1978, when the divorce rate was much higher than it is today,a TIME poll asked Americans if
they thought marriage was Becoming obsolete. Twenty-eight percent did.

Since then,we’ve watched that famous royal marriage and the arrival of Divorce Court. We've tuned
in to Family Ties (nuclear family with three kids)and Modem Family (nuclear family with three kids,
plus gay uncles with an adopted Vietnamese baby and a grandfather with a Colombian second wife and
dorky stepchild) . We’ve spent time with Will and Grace, who bickered like spouses but weren’t,and with
the stars of Newlyweds: Nick & Jessica,who were spouses, bickered and then weren’t anymore. We've
seen some political marriages survive unexpectedly (Bill and Hillary Clinton) and others unpredictably
falter (Al and Tipper Gore).

We've seen the rise of a $ 40 billion-plus wedding industry, flames fanned by dating sites, and
reality shows playing the soul-mate game—alongside the rise of the prenup, the postnup and, most
recently, divorce insurance. We care about marriage so much that one of the fiercest political and legal
fights in years is being waged over whom the state permits to get married. We've seen a former head of
state’s child (Chelsea Clinton) marry after living with her boyfriend and a potential head of state’s child
(Bristol Palin) have a child before leaving home. So,as we circle back around to witness another royal
engagement, where are we on the marriage question? Less wedded to it. The Pew survey reveals that
nearly 40% of us think marriage is obsolete. This doesn’t mean, though,that we’re pessimistic about the
future of the American family; we have more faith in the family than we do in the nation’s education
system or its economy. We're just more flexible about how family gets defined.

Even more surprising:overwhelmingly, Americans still venerate marriage enough to want to try it.
About 70% of us have been married at least once,according to the 2010 Census. The Pew poll found that
although 44 % of Americans under 30 believe marriage is heading for extinction,only 5% of those in that
age group do not want to get married. Sociologists note that Americans have a rate of marriage—and of
remarriage—among the highest in the Western world. (In between is a divorce rate higher than that of
most countries in the European Union.) We spill copious amounts of ink and spend copious amounts of
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money being anxious about manage,both collectively and individually. We view the state of our families
as a symbol of the state of our nation.and we treat marriage as a personal project, something we work at
and try to perfect. “Getting married is a way to show family and friends that you have a successful
personal life,”says Andrew Cherlin,a sociologist at Johns Hopkins University and the author of The
Marriage-Go-Round The State of Marriage and the Family in America Today. “It’s like the ultimate merit
badge.”

But if marriage is no longer obligatory or even—in certain cases—helpful. then what is it for? It's
impossible to address that question without first answering another: Who is marriage for? The new
marriage gap To begin to answer that question, it might be useful to take a look at the brief but
illustrative marriage of golfer Greg Norman and tennis star Chris Evert. who married in June 2008 and
divorced 15 months later. From all reports, their union had many of the classic hallmarks of modern
partnerships. The bride and groom had roughly equal success in their careers. Being wealthy, sporty and
blond, they had similar interests. She was older than he,and they’d had other relationships before. (She’d
had two previous spouses and he one.) Plus, they’d known each other a while, since Evert’s newly
minted ex-husband, Andy Mill, was Norman’s best friend.

Apart from the interest the union generated in the tabloids, this is typical of the way many
marriages start. Modem brides and grooms tend to be older and more similar. In particular, Americans are
increasingly marrying people who are on the same socioeconomic and educational level. Fifty years ago,
doctors commonly proposed to nurses and businessmen to their secretaries. Even 25 years ago, a
professional golfer might malty.say, a flight attendant. Now doctors tend to cleave unto other doctors,
and executives hope to be part of a power couple. _

The change is mostly a numbers game. Since more women than men have graduated from college for
several decades,it’s more likely than it used to be that a male college graduate will meet, fall in love
with, wed and share the salary of a woman with a degree. Women’s advances in education have roughly
paralleled the growth of the knowledge economy,so the slice of the family bacon she brings home will be
substantial. '

Women's rising earning power doesn’t affect simply who cooks that bacon, although the
reapportioning of household labor is a significant issue and means married people need deft negotiation
skills. Well-off women don’t need to stay in a marriage that doesn’t make them happy; two-thirds of all
divorces,it’s estimated, are initiated by wives. And not just the Sandra Bullock types who have been
treated shabbily and have many other fish on their line but also Tipper Gore types whose kids have left
home and who don’t necessarily expect to remarry but are putting on their walking boots anyway.

1. The engagement of Britian’s prince William with Catherine Middletonwas different in that

A. she was older than he was

B. they had dated for a long time

C. theirs is a union of equals though she is not of reyal blood

D. they went to the same university
2. Who was Princess Dianna?

A. Prince William’s mother.

B. Prince William’s e-wife.

C. A woman born in 1970.

D. A child born out of wedlock.

3. When was two-thirds of 20-somethings married?

A. In 2008. B. In 1960. C. In 1981. D. Now.
4. What was the joint research by Pew Research center and TIME aimed at?
" A. Modem divorce rate.

B. Transformation of ideas on marriage.

T



C. Modem American marriage and family.
D. Modern household income.
5. The wealth disparity between the married and unmarried
A. has decreased
B. has nothing to do with marriage
C. is related to whom marriage seines
D. is a result of economic depression
6. The 1978 TIME poll revealed that
A. 28% thought of marriage as obsolete
B. the divorce rate was much higher than it is today
C. modern family meant nuclear family
D. homosexual marriage was acceptable
7. The example of the marriage of golfer Greg Norman with tennis star Chris Evert indicates
A. marriage can be brief but illustrative
B. they married and divorced 15 months later
C. equal success in career is no guarantee of successful marriage
D. who marriage is for is the issue at heart
8. Though people still ,neither men nor women see it as aprerequisite of sex, companionship,
professional success,respect or children.
9. The more money you have, the more you have received, themore likely you are to
marry or to be married.
10. Two thirds of all divorces were estimated to have been byfemale because well-off
women don’t have to stay in wedlock if they didn’t feel happy.

ExR:

Passage 1

1~7 NO YES YES NO NOT GIVEN NO NOT GIVEN

8. small collection of amber fossils

9. to show its worth

10. coniferous trees

Passage 2

1~7 CABADAD 8.accurately = 9.atomic 10. nature

MR

1.C 3+ #5 H : At best,historians know that 5,000 — 6,000 years ago,great civilizations in the Middle
East and North Africa started to examine forms of clock-making instead of working with only the
monthly and annual calendar. .., but it has been suggested that the intention was to maximize time
available to achieve more as the size of the population grew. AR MILIEH — R EETA TERR
FHIEshET. EEADMMK., srENTHEITRABEMA AsyE. & CEMER.

2.A X##H : Another ancient Egyptian “shadow clock” or“sundial” has been discovered to have been
in use around 1, 500 BC, which allowed the measuring of the passage of “hours”. The sectionswere
divided into ten parts, with two “twilight hours” indicated,occurringin the morning and the evening.
For it to work successfully then atmidday or noon, the device had to be turned 180 degrees to measure
theafternoon hours. 7£BI# —FF 4, §hHH i # % & A (8 A A9 318 3k B 24 shadow clock or sundial,
Ghek H & . WCERRMA A, '

3.B X #g H#i. Water clocks were among the earliest timekeeping devices that didn’t use the
observation of the celestial bodies tocalculate the passage of time. A KSR BB WE KA X W

ot E AR Z—. Bk, ESREIA N B.
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PO R AR A R R E S R E R, XE R, W, A ERMAIET R, A
BMAKWFEHTHE. SEHESTEENHERERR . ERATZAR - SERASMUEE.

KEPETEA =D ERXEEHE;2) SEREHEEXE:D EXEMMMERELHET

1. BEXEEHE

HEBEXE, NRFE-DESERGT2NE: DO XERAAT 2P LBYMAKMLE? (AB.C
FEXY.D EEMNSERM (ERA) MM, AEXERHERAIT (DTHXEEE
MAE QFEXEEETLSHAHHUBEMESL . Fik, R4 0955 AL R RN, B
AR @ E B4 ; Q#7155 7 : but, however, yet % ; @ Ji [H {5 5 17 : because, for % ; @ B iE 5 5
i : for example, for instance %5 ; ® %R LB #5518 . B4k (better ,more. . . ) ; 4k (best,most. .. 5§);
®"—*¥: (only,solely,unique %) ; QY FHENE. REXXER . FRE. REETRETFHRE
(FEEXEAD EFSCEA, FHARNSEAXA, SHEXHFWERNERER. IMEEXEFM
BRFEMNSRENRE g8 808 REFEABRENXERIEM. fln.:

A rapid means of long-distance transportation became a necessity for the United States as

settlement (F ¥ JEHL) spread ever farther westward. The early trains were impractical curiosities,and
for a long time the railroad companies met with troublesome mechanical problems. The most serious ones
were the construction of rails able to bear the load, and the development of a safe, effective stopping
system. Once these were solved, the railroad was established as the best means of land transportation. By
1860 there were thousands of miles of railroads crossing the eastern mountain ranges westward to the
Mississippi. There were also regional southern and western lines.
The high point in railroad building came with the construction of the first transcontinental system.
In 1862 Congress authorized two western railroad companies to build lines from Nebraska westward and
from California eastward to a meeting point, so as to complete a transcontinental crossing linking the
Atlantic seaboard with the Pacific. The Government helped the railroads generously with money and
jand. Actual work on this project began four years later. The Central Pacific Company, starting from
California, used Chinese labor, while the Union Pacific employed crews of Irish labourers. The two groups
worked at remarkable speed,each trying to cover a greater distance than the other.In 1869 they met at
a place called Promontory in what is now the state of Utah. Many visitors came there for the great
occasion. There were joyous celebrations all over the country, with parades and the ringing of church
bells to honor the great achievement.
The railroad was very important in encouraging westward movement. It also helped build up
industry and farming by moving raw materials and by distributing products rapidly to distant markets.In
linking towns and people to one another it helped unify the United States.
EXR-FHEHE M BAEERAXEREORBAES. MREREN . EXRXBRRENKF
B ok, TRIREMEERLEERT -
1. The major problems with America’s railroad system in the mid 19 th century lay in
A. poor quality rails and unreliable stopping systems
B. lack of financial support for development
C. limited railroad lines
D.lack of a transcontinental railroad

2. The construction of the transcontinental railroad took
A. 9 years B. 7 years
C. 4 years D. 3 years

% [



Anyone closely involved in patents and inventions soon learns that most “new” ideas are,in fact,as
old as the hills. It is their reduction to commercial practic, either through necessity or dedication, or
through the availability of new technology,that makes news and money. The basic patent for the theory
of magnetic recording dates back to 1886. Many of the original ideas behind television originate from the
late 19th and early 20th,century. Even the Volkswagen rear engine car was anticipated by a 1904 patent
for a cart with the horse at the rear....

1. Georges Valensi's patent lasted until 1971 because

A. nobody would offer any reward for his patent prior to that time
B. his patent could not be put to use for an unusually long time
C. there were not enough TV stations to provide colour programmes
D. the colour TV receiver was not available until that time
2. The passage is mainly about
A. an approach fo patents
B. the application for patents
C. the use of patents
D. the access to patents

REXEHAAR . 2XBAEPLRRFG. RTEE R, EBRBREREIEN. TNRE—B
RE-TaF. #5HTEHENMAEMHRA. . CRANEL. THAMKESE. Edo06H,. R
BRAXHBREABAREREN. FERREAATRUAELIEFHNEAHNERRE . HELEARF
RIBRE, Ul A RN, X —BRR M AE T A REBEHNEFR. MBA
BURRBUL S FIFLL : AR A XS MR A Rt ERZEH KERA. TRAXRFXHE
BmMERIS T EFHBRAIEEF . LM %#ET,D I The passage is mainly about the access
to patents IE BiX & &,

= EEABENEESEERRS

- Passage 1

Faces, like fingerprints, are unique. Did you ever wonder how it is possible for us to recognize
people? Even a skilled writer probably could not describe all the features that make one face different
from another. Yet a very young child—or even an animal, such as a pigeon—can learn to recognize
faces. We all take this ability for granted.

We also tell people apart by how they behave. When we talk about someone’s personality, we mean
the ways in which he or she acts, speaks, thinks and feels that make that individual different from others.

Like the human face, human personality is very complex. But describing someone’s personality in
words is somewhat easier than describing his face. If you were asked to describe what a “nice face”
looked like, you probably would have a difficult time doing so. But if you were asked to describe a “nice
person”,you might begin to think about someone who was kind, considerate, friendly, warm, and so
forth.

There are many words to describe how a person thinks, feels and acts. Gordon Allport, an American
psychologist, found nearly 18,000 English words characterizing differences in people’s behavior. And
many of us use this information as a basis for describing, or typing his personality. Bookworms,
conservatives, military types—people are described with such terms.

People have always tried to “type”each other. Actors in early Greek drama wore masks to show the
audience whether they played the villain’s ($#f A) or the hero’s role. In fact,the words “person” and
“personality”come from the Latin “persona”,meaning“mask”. Today, most television and movie actors
do not wear masks. But we can easily tell the “good guys”from“bad guys”,because the two types differ
in appearance as well as in actions.
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- Passage 1

The biggest safety threat facing airlines today may not be a terrorist with a gun, but the man with

the portable computer in business class. In the last 15 years, pilots have reported well over 100 incidents
that could have been caused by electromagnetic interference. The source of this interference remains
unconfirmed, but increasingly, experts are pointing the blame at portable electronic devices such as
portable computers,radio and cassette players and mobile telephones.

RTCA,an organization which advises the aviation (fii Z8) industry, has recommended that all
airlines ban (%% k) such devices from being used during “critical” stages of flight, particularly take off
and landing. Some experts have gone further,calling for a total ban during all flights. Currently,rules on
using these devices are left up to individual airlines. And although some airlines prohibit passengers from
using such equipment during take off and landing, most are reluctant to enforce a total ban, given that
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A center analysis of US 7Census data nationwide found that between 1995 and 1996, a greater

percentage of single, female-headed households were earning money on their own, but that average
income for these households actually went down.
But for many, the fact that poor people are able to support themselves almost as well without
government aid as they did with it is in itself a huge victory.
“Welfare was a poison. It was a toxin (F %) that was poisoning the family,” says Robert Rector,
a welfare-reform policy analyst. “The reform is changing the moral climate in low-income communities.
It’s beginning to rebuild the work ethic GGEf#JIR),which is much more important.”
Mr. Rector and others argued that once “the habit of dependency is cracked,”then the country can make
other policy changes aimed at improving living standards.
3. From the passage,it can be seen that the author
A. believes the reform has reduced the government’s burden
B. insists that welfare reform is doing little good for the poor
C. is over enthusiastic about the success of welfare reform
D. considers welfare reform to be fundamentally successful

E R

1. A 4K#EC&EH 3k The biggest safety threat facing airlines today may not be a terrorist with a gun,
but the man with the portable computer in business class. .. A Rk X E &G — BR k4] the fact that
aircraft. . . raises the risk that terrorists may use radio systems in order to damage navigation
equipment. 6] B HEE S E BRI 00, BE A.

2.C MZEFATXIHR: A KWK B. #iFH; C. ZMH; D. 8K, REH.

3. D EEMW KU B FEIAAESE — B While still in its early stages, welfare reform has already been
judged a great success in many states. .., YRFEANRB U EHES KWL,

AENERT 1

W X EAEEE R E .

Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

The best title for this passage would, be .

BRXHEHBXEFARTERE 0, HEMEXEP LB RAEENER. FRRMHE
B XBATFNEAETER M F.WEKWOAL. AWK S R, 85 AXEHP.ORE E;
T W AR R T R H LA, B X EP OB RN ESE AW ERE. MR, —F
B 3 B AR S B 4 M A I 3 S A AR A R0 R, 4 B O SO B O B A, R T B VG Rk ) AR R e e L
Hl, RIMNERBERE , $MEXFREHEBRITA RE G EH8 XHERITURE JLER AN
KRR AT

LEEXEDLBEGMRETEN

The origin of America’s colour problem today lies in a great crime against humanity, committed long

ago. The black population is a little over twenty million, or one-tenth of the whole. Nine tenths of the
black people are the offsprings of Africans brought to American as slaves in the seventeenth and
eithteenth centuries. Nearly all their offsprings were kept in legal slavery in the south until 1865. The
background of complaints cannot easily be wiped out,and it has been kept alive by unpleasant memories
from a more recent period. During the last hundred years of British rule steady and increasing flow of
Africans were carried across the Atlantic to the West Indies and the American mainland, there to be sold
as slaves. The ships were designed so as to provide space for the greatest possible number of human
beings on the westward journey, and to carry freight on the return. The colonies protested constantly
against this immoral activity but their attempts to stop it were in vain. The census of 1790 reported a
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