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UNIT STRUCTURE

FOCUS ON THE TOPRIC

This section introduces students to the unifying theme of the listening
selections.

~ .

PREDICT and SHARE INFORMATION foster interest in the unit topic and help
students develop a personal connection to it.

BACKGROUND ano VOCABULARY activities provide students with tools for
understanding the first listening selection. Later in the unit, students review this
vocabulary and learn related idioms, collocations, and word forms. This helps
k them explore content and expand their written and spoken language.
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FOCUS ON LISTENING

This section focuses on understanding two contrasting listening
selections.

4 )
LISTENING ONE is a radio report, interview, lecture, or other genre that
addresses the unit topic. All the listenings are authentic.

LISTEN FOR MAIN IDEAS and LISTEN FOR DETAILS are comprehension
activities that lead students to an understanding and appreciation of the first
selection.

The MAKE INFERENCES activity prompts students to “listen between the
lines,” move beyond the literal meaning, exercise critical thinking skills, and
understand the listening on a more academic level. Students follow up with pair
or group work to discuss topics in the EXPRESS OPINIONS section.
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7 ™
LISTENING TWO offers another perspective on the topic and is usually another genre.
Again, the listenings are authentic. This second listening is followed by an activity that
challenges students to question ideas they formed about the first listening, and to use
appropriate language skills to analyze and explain their ideas.

INTEGRATE LISTENINGS ONE AND TWO presents culminating activities. Students are
challenged to take what they have learned, organize the information, and synthesize it

: in a meaningful way. Students practice skills that are essential for success in authentic

academic settings and on standardized tests.

© MAKE INFERENCES

Listen to the excerpts and circle the correct answer. Then discuss with a part-
ner how you chose the answer: For example, wos it tone of voice, special vo-
cabulary, or something else?

o Excerpt One

© EXPRESS OPINIONS

Work in & small group. Discuss the questions.

£ What is & news resister’What are some advantages and disadvantages 1o be-
ing 2 news resister?

2. The reporter interviewed a doctar. a novelist, fwo professors, and 3 mun. They
are all news resisters. Which of their ideas do you agree with? Which do you
disagree with?

3. Do you think that responsible citizens have to keep up with the news> How
much time do you think you should spend keeping up with the news? What
news sources do you prefer, and why?

[=] LISTENING TWO: Does the Media Overwhelm Our Lives?)

You will hear a radio interview with Todd Gitlin, author of Media Unlimited. He
claims that when the news media jumps around from story o story, we get dis-

(MM INTEGRATE LISTENINGS ONE AND

© STEP 1: Organize
In Listening One, you heard why some people disiike daily mews. Listening
Two discussed more general consequences of media overload. Complete the

+ Mark Harnis believes that reading a newspaper chart with the information you heard.
a should be done in the evening instead of the morning
15 MEDIA
. bisahabitora routine NSNS RESISTERS OVERWHELMING?
b Excerpt Two
. Professor Spiegel thinks that Problems with the way «Can't focum on il of the | * Thereis s medis
a. there are more important things to do than pay attention to the news news is presented now Intaresting etories overlead
b. the news should cover longer,more historical events |
ﬂu-pn- ‘ Effects an mdividuals + Pacple become addictad to
| behavior the news
3. John Sommerville believes that | b —
don't choose the best stories to |
a daily newspapers cover ! i
b some pews stories are more important than others H __,"" el
b Excerpt Four A — |
The
4 The news people working at NFR { . ‘
2 didn't think 3 story against the news was a good idex | |
b. believed they had 2 problem taking in too much news 1 — =]
| Bffeces on society s x i |
whale H

© STEP 2: Synthesize

Work with o partner. Role ploy o discussion between o news reporter and o

commentator. The reparter asks the commentator about problems with how

news is presented these days. Use the information in the chart in your ques-

tions and answers

Toke turms being the reporter and the commentator.

Example

REPORTER: Good afternoon. 1d like to ask you about how news is pre-
sented today. Do you think there are any problems?

COMMENTATOR: Well, yes, | do. For one thing, | think there’s 4 media over-
load. There's just to0 much news every day! And because
the news is presented daily, it's hard to focus on a lot of the.




FOCUS ON SPEAKING

This section emphasizes development of productive skills for speaking.
It includes sections on vocabulary, pronunciation, functional language,
and an extended speaking task.

The VOCABULARY section leads students from reviewing the unit vocabulary,
to practicing and expanding their use of it, and then working with it—using it
creatively in both this section and in the final speaking task.

ﬂ FOCUS ON SPEAKING

P\ Vocasuiary S

© REVIEW

1 Two roommates ore talking about the TV news. Complete their conversation
with words from the box. Then practice the conversation with @ pariner.

barrage evading makes 3 connection  regardiess of
bias inconsequential newsworthy remedy
comes in second  lethal perspective repesitie
"
A: What's on TV?

B: I'm watching the news. But you know, | just heard the same story that they
reported last ight! The news issa

A1 know. And 1 also don'tlike the '\ s most of the TV news. |
‘mean, it just doesn't present an objective viewpoint.

B: 1 know what you mean. And many times the stories are 0
they really don't affect our lives in any way.

A Wel, that's why | prefer the Internet. The news stories there are more inter-
esung and. For example. this morning | read about how some

da oy 2 pop of dog food. Apparently,
they could be
tuﬁ--;ﬁamhm __ with people’s lives.
A Exacly. 1 read that the Internet is people’s fist choice for news these days.
TVoews . and radio and print media come last
mm-mwﬁmummmmmm“nm
news . sources, where they live.

A: Right. But there are plenty of news sources 1o choose from—and they all




The PRONUNCIATION section presents both controlled and freer, communicative practice
of the sounds and patterns of English. Models from the listening selections reinforce
content and vocabulary. This is followed by the FUNCTION section where students are
exposed to functional language that prepares them to express ideas on a higher level.
Examples have been chosen based on frequency, variety, and usefulness for the final
speaking task.

The PRODUCTION section gives students an opportunity to integrate the ideas,
vocabulary, pronunciation, and function presented in the unit. This final speaking task
is the culminating activity of the unit and gets students to exchange ideas and express
opinions in sustained speaking contexts. Activities are presented in a sequence that
builds confidence and fluency, and allows for more than one “try” at expression. When
appropriate, students practice some presentation skills: audience analysis, organization,
eye contact, or use of visuals.

Poar s i ilic
O CREATE 1 - Listen to the sentences. As you listen, underline the auxiliary verbs that

are reduced. Then read the sentences aloud to @ partner, using contrac-
Work with a partner or group. Discuss the four news programs in Expand us- tions and reductions.
ing the words in the box. Check (/) every word you use. Can you use them
all? 1. The United States has become a nation of people addicted to the news.
Example

2. Americans are offered news in many forms
3 Critics have been concerned about the amount of news we waich.
4 Academics are worried about the smount of news we cansume.

A: 1 think Regional Recap sounds repetitive.
8: You're right. And if the week's stories are inconsequential, there’s no need to
hear them again. | wouldn't recommend that program.

addiction, be addicted to enade put an emphasis on
attention deficit disorder (ADD)  fantasy raise (children) 2 02 Listen to the paragraph about our addiction to the news media. As you
b oo secommend listen, fill in the auxiliary verb or comtraction that you hear, Then read
hias pbesnpE sol the paragraph aloud to a partner.
aich the news inconsequential  remedy ? . S BREOL
come in second lethal repetitive ' z
—— tiakiés Soamiaciioih SinaeebhiitE available 24/7. The country - become anation of *news junkies.” o
daily newsworthy take a break {from) people who addicted to the news. Some academics start.
disma pumpectivy meck down od 1o sk serious questions about the role of the news media in society, Some
distraction, distract from plugged in underlying
people belicve that the media___focusing on negative staries, Therefore.
.
it focuses less on the impartant issues that we face, We _being en-
B ot i e

© PRONUNGIATION: Reducing and Contracting Auxiliary Verbs

 When they talk, native speakers often use contractions of the verbs be and
have after a pronoun. These contractions sound friendlier and less formal.
and native speakers find them casier to say than the full forms.

o b waschngthe nevs more s mos ey My hadband s 1 weich oo
* After nouns, auxiliary verbs are, have. and has have reduced pronunciations. Are
sounds like an -er ending, It s joined with the preceding word.

Doctors are worried about our health.

(Say "Doctorser worried. ")

Have is pronounced /ev/ (like the preposition of ). 1t is joined closely with the
preceding word

Some have chosen to turn off the news.

(Say "Somav chosen...")

Has is pronounced /ez/ (like the “long plural®) after some words.
My bos has become addicted to the news.

(Say "bosses.”)

012 (ening 404 Spening 2

warrying about serious problems that affect our society.

© FUNCTION: Stating an Opinion
In any conversation or discussion, it is important to state your own opinion or
viewpoints clearly. Read these excerpts from Listenings One and Two. Notice
the phrases that the speakers use to introduce their opinions.
* A: Peaple keep themselves plugged in because they don't know how to be
alone with themselves. Historian Gabrielle Spiege! agrees.
B: 1 think that there are two things you really need to get through life.
* A: Spending time with the media is the main way we use our time. Is that a
problem?
B: Maybe, but it's important to know what's happening in the world.
Here are some expressions that can be used to state an opinion, agree with
‘someone else’s opinion, politely disagree, and avoid giving an opinion.

i nformmstn Ovetnd /013

ALTERNATIVE SPEAKING TOPICS are provided at the end of the unit. They can
be used as alternatives to the final speaking task, or as additional assignments.
RESEARCH TOPICS tied to the theme of the unit are organized in a special section at the
end of the unit.




CRITICAL THINKING

LISTENING

Information Overioad

Theme: Media
Listening One: News Resisters
A radio report
Listening Two: Does the Media
Overwhelm Our Lives?
A radio interview

Compare sources of news

Recognize assumptions about media
Interpret graphs

Infer information not explicit in the interview
Hypothesize another’s point of view
Analyze goals of news reporting

Analyze effects of news reporting styles

Reflect on the role news has in individual’s lives

Make predictions

Listen for main ideas

Listen for details

Provide evidence to support answers

Relate listenings to personal values

Organize and synthesize information
from the listenings

Listen to student broadcasts and

analyze them
m m ” Identify personal obstacles Make predictions
o ) e Rank the value of personal qualities Summarize main ideas
Theme: Overcoming obsta . ; . . .
L ing One: D s of Flying and Analyze narrative techniques in an essay Listen for details
Overcoming Obstacles Hypothesize another’s point of view Relate listenings to knowledge of the world
A radio broadcast Analyze sensitive language referring to Identify connecting themes between two
Listening Two: The AchillesTrack Club disabilities listenings
Climbs Mount Kilimanjaro

A television news broadcast

Infer meaning not explicit in the listening
Compare and contrast two life histories

Identify thought groups in speech
Listen to classmates’ reports and pose

[UNIT 3

Frame contrasting points of view questions
Early to Bed, Early to Rise Interpret a cartoon Make predictions
Interpret a proverb Take notes

Theme: Medicine

Listening One: Teen Sleep Needs
A radio news report

Listening Two: Get Back In Bed
A radio interview

Compare and contrast sleep habits

Hypothesize scenarios

Draw conclusions about sleep deprivation

Propose solutions to problems

Analyze a case of sleep deprivation and its
consequences

Summarize main ideas

Listen for details

Interpret speakers’ tone and emotions
Relate listenings to personal experiences
Compare information from two listenings
Identify emphasis in speech and its meaning

Animal Intelligence
Theme: Animal intelligence
Listening One: The Infinite Mind: Animal
Intelligence
A radio interview
Listening Two: What Motivates Animals?
A radio interview

Recognize speakers’ attitudes

Support opinions with information from the
reports

Make judgments

Support generalizations with examples

Infer information not explicit in the interview

Make predictions

Relate previous knowledge to the listenings
Identify main ideas

Listen for details

Infer word meaning from context

Listen for specific information

Infer speakers’ attitudes




SPEAKING

Summarize points

Act out a scripted conversation
Give a newscast

Express and defend opinions

VOCABULARY

Use context clues to find meaning
Find and use synonyms

Use idiomatic expressions

Use descriptive adjectives

PRONUNCIATION

Reducing and contracting auxiliary verbs

Share experiences

Copstruct and tell a story from provided notes
Conduct an interview

Practice storytelling

Plan and give a three-minute speech

Use context clues to find meaning

Define words

Differentiate between literal versus figurative
language

Thought groups

Use new vocabulary in a guided conversation
Make contrastive statements

Act out scripted dialogues

Form and express opinions

Interrupt politely to clarify or confirm information
Role play asking for and giving advice

Use context clues to find meaning
Define words
Use idiomatic expressions

Contrastive stress

Evaluate the opinions of others

Role play a meeting situation

Giveandaskforaxampleé Use context clues to find meaning Questions with or
|, Form and express opinions Define words

Report on research Find and use synonyms

Construct and perform a presentation




Theme: Longevity
Listening One: The Red Hat Society
A radio interview
Listening Two: On Vinegar and Living to

the Ripe Old Age of 115
A radio interview

CRITICAL THINKING

Recognize feeling from tone of voice

Draw conclusions from graphs

Support opinions with information from
the reports

Create graphs from opinions

LISTENING

Make predictions

Relate previous knowledge to the listenings
Identify main ideas

Listen for specific information

Infer information not explicit in the interview
Identify speakers’ feelings

Giving to Others:

Why Do We Do It?

Theme: Philanthropy

Listening One: Why We Give
A radio interview

Listening Two: The Mystery Donor
A radio report

Read and interpret graphs

Make judgments about motivations for
philanthropy

Identify personal assumptions

Hypothesize rationales for philanthropic
actions

Compare and contrast information

Rank desirable employee qualities

Make predictions

Identify main ideas

Listen for details

Listen and take notes using a graphic organizer

Organize and synthesize information from the
listenings

Listen to and evaluate students’ presentations

Theme: Food

Listening One: French Sandwiches
A radio report

Listening Two: Food in a Bow/
A radio report

Identify and analyze food trends

Relate general factors to specific behaviors
Compare food practices

Interpret meaning from context

Infer situational context

Infer word meaning from context

Make predictions

Summarize main ideas

Listen for details

Interpret speakers' tone and attitude

Relate the listening to local food trends

Compare and contrast two restaurants

Classify vowel sounds

Listen to and evaluate student food
shows using a rubric

No Technology? No Way!

Theme: Technology

Listening One: Noise in the City
A radio news report

Listening Two: TechnologyTalk
A radio interview

Interpret cartoons

Draw conclusions from a graph
Compare opinions about technology
Infer situational context

Make judgments

Hypothesize scenarios

Draw conclusions

Define a problem and propose a solution

Make predictions

Listen for main ideas

Listen for supporting details

Interpret speakers’ tone and word usage
Take notes while listening

Listen for specific information

Listen for emphasis in speech

Identify and name sounds




SPEAKING

Make suggestions

Form and express opinions
Call in to a radio talk show
Ask and answer questions

VOCABULARY

Use context clues to find meaning
Define words
Find and use synonyms

PRONUNCIATION

Recognizing word blends with you

Role-play a family meeting
Express opinions about philanthropy Use context clues to find meaning Intonation in lists
Discuss examples of charitable efforts Find and use synonyms
Prioritize and rank ideas Identify correct word forms
Practice correct intonation
Develop and perform a public service
announcement
Express opinions Use context clues to find meaning Intonation—Are you finished?
Restate information for clarification Define words
Restate statements Identify and use correct word forms
Perform a role play
Conduct a town meeting
Discuss opinions Find and use synonyms Adverbial particles
Act out scripted dialogues Define words
Discuss possible future outcomes Use context clues to find meaning
Practice gambits to express frustration Use descriptive adjectives

Role-play a conflict between neighbors
Develop and present a new technological gadget
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BLACKBERRY

FOCUS ON THE TOPIC

A prepicr

Look at the cartoon and the title of the unit. Then discuss the questions with
a partner or small group.

1. In what ways is this person affected by modern means of communication?

2. What is the message of the cartoon? Do you agree or disagree with it?




