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[ General Preface]

Further Implementing the Scientific Qutlook on
Development, Accelerating the Construction
of China’s Regional Global City Open
Towards Southwest

By Mr. Qiu He, Member of the Standing Committee of CPC
Yunnan Provincial Committee & Secretary of CPC
Kunming Municipal Commitiee

The 12th Five-Year Plan period is an important phase featuring robust
development and significant changes in the world; a milestone for China to
construct a well-being society in an all round way; a turning point to deepen
the reform &. opening up and speed up the change of economic development
method; and also the key period when competition is becoming increasingly
fierce among cities, the adjustment on layout of competition and cooperation
is accelerating, and the comprehensive strength is prioritized. Standing on a
new jumping-off point of the history, we keep thinking how to position future
development of Kunming, how to accomplish the mission from the central
government and the CPC Yunnan Provincial Committee and how to meet the
requirements and expectation of people on us. Based on scientific research and
judgment on the domestic and international situations, sccurate grasp of
current development phase and future development direction of the city, we
are planning to develop Kunming into China’s regional global city open

towards southwest.

Firstly, we have profound understanding and knowledge about the regional
global city.

From the perspective of the urbanization development in the world, there
are rich theoretic systems and practical meanings on global city, though,

which are still in the course of development and improvement. Conceptually,
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the term “Global City” was brought out by Geddes, a Scottish City Planner in
1915, mainly referring to the cities centralizing most of commercial activities
in the world. In 1966, Hall, a British scholar first made a systematic
annotation in his book “ The Global City”. After then, a number of
international famous experts and scholars including American scholar
Friedman have made a number of deeper researches on global cities.

Global cities have some clear common characteristics in eonnotation; 1. A
global city should have international correlation of radiation effect of the urban
function as the joints of economic system of the world with radiation radius in
many aspects like economy, politics, finance, trade, technology and culiure
beyond the national boundary and remarkeble international influence. 2. A
global city should have international correlation of resource element
configuration effect as the hub of global resource configuration with
internationalized input and output of resources like capitals, commodities.,
information and human resources. 3. A global city should have international
correlation of comprehensive strength rank with leading economic strength no
matter in its own country or in any other region in the world and relatively
powerful cultural and technological strength. 4. A global city should have
international correlation of urban infrastructures and it should have not only
sound urban infrastructures and utility facilities, but also good connection and
cooperation with other cities in the region.5.A global city should have
international correlation of the third industry as the home to many
international  government organizations, international non-government
organizations, trans-nationals, famous universities and well-known cultural
institutions. 6. A global city should have international correlation of
communication and cooperation with foreign economy, commercial and civil
management laws and rules, and management methods in accordance with
international practices,

In terms of type, there are five classes of global city generally: warld-
class city, global central city, regional international city, internaticnal
regional central city and single-functional international city. The top class is
“world-class city” with global influence force as the hub of manufacturing and
service industries in the world. The current internationally recognized world-

class cities include New York, London and Tokyo.
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The regional international city we brought out is in the middle in the five
classes as an international city with relatively high exchange of economy,
politics and culturc with other cities in an international region. In terms of
comprehensive analysis on indicators like comprehensive economic
development. comprehensive  social  development, environment and
infrastructure and the level of opening to the world, Kunming is in the fourth
class— international regional central city. Now our problem is how to rise to
the third class—regional international city. We should say the position of
regional international city is the perfect symbol of urban ideal and value target
of Kunming, the best reflection of desire and pursuit of people for better life,
the outlook of the city and a goal we can accomplish through efforts.

Secondly, the sigmificant meanings of developing Kunming into a China’ s
regional international city open towards southwest.

The global cities are products of economic development of the
world. Internaticnally, in the early period of the 19th century, the revolution
of steam technology made London the first global city. At the beginning of the
20th century, the revolution of electrical technology boosted New York to
become the capital of the economic empire— America and a world-class central
city. In the middle period of the 20th century, thanks to the fast development
of revolution of electronic technology, Tokyo in Japan became a leading
international city in the world. From 1970s, the robust development of
economy and {ast advancement of urbanization in Asian-pacific area gave rise to
a number of emerging global metropolises like Singapore. Hong Kong and
Seoul.

According to practices, with acceleration of economic globalization and
regional integration, the supply of commodities and services, configuration of
production elements and system and mechanism of economic management and
operation are becoming internationalized and the world is becoming a huge
united market, invelving all countries, regions and cities. So, urban
internationalization has becn a necessary trend of urban modernization
development.

Domestically, since the reform and opening up, one of key reasons why
Chinese economy can maintain a sustained growth is the implementation of
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strategy featuring opening up and internationalization development among the
cities along the seas and the major rivers. Among these cities Dalian is the
earliest city bringing out construction of a modernized global city. Especially in
the early new century, nearly one hundred cities have taken out the plans on
construction of global cities successively, truly reflecting the strong impact
and deep influence of the internationalization trend in that period on the
people, though, most plans are just conceptive. Facing coming 12th Five
Year Plan, with further deepening of economic globalization and increasingly
mature basic conditions, many cities have started a new round of competition
in constructicn of global city with more rational target positioning, more
practicable policies and measures and more reliable working process. For
instance, Beijing brought out it was to construct itself into a world-class city,
Nanjing brought out it was to build itself into a modernized internationalized
humanistic green city, Chengdu brought out it was to develop itself into a
world-class modern garden city and Xi’an brought forth it was to create a
regional special international metropolis. So internationalization is the major
tide in today’s world. The one which refuse to positively integrate itself in the
world will be marginalized; the one which seize the opportunities of
internationalization will have the initiative in future development.

Locally, in May, 2003 the Provincial Party Committee and Provinecial
Government jointly made a significant strategic decision on construction of
modern new Kunming and clearly brought forth we should speed up the
modernization and internationalization of Kunming, In July, 2009, Secretary
General Hu Jintao pointed ocut during his visit to Yunnan, we should develop
Yunnan into China’s important bridgehead open towards Southwest. After
then the 8th Plenary Meeting of the 8th Provincial Committee was held and
brought forward the development strategy of “developing Yunnan into a
strong province in green economy and national culture and China’s bridgehead
open toward southwest”; the 9th Plenary Meeting of the 8th Provincial
Committee further made clear the basic route and concrete goal of developing
Yunnan into & bridgehead open towards Southwest. Therefore, while the
construction of modern new Kunming is marching into in the new stage of the
internationalization expansion, the construction of regional international city

we brought out is not only a necessary choice to push for construction of
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modern new Kunming at a higher jumping-off point, but also the response of
Kunming to “bridgehead” strategy, the most important measure and the most

concrete practice to carry out this strategy, and the mission from the history

and the time,

Thirdly, the basis and conditions of developing Kunming into a regional
international city.

With over 30 000 years of human living history, over 2 400 years of
middle-Yunnan cultural history, over 1 240 years of city history, Kunming
boasts unique beauty in historical culture, plateau landscapes, national
features and city fashion. Today’s Kunming has not only common advantages
of all capitals of provinces and autonomous regions, but also five “five
advantages” . 1. Five location advantages. Yunnan is the geographic center of
Asia and Kunming is the hub of 5-hour flight circle in Asia, the cross point of
South-North International Passageway and the third Fast-West Asian-
European Continental Bridge starting from Shenzhen and the frontier
passageway of China open towards South Asia, Southeast Asia, West Asia,
South Europe and Africa. 2. Five “level” weighted advantages. Kunming has
very high weighted value of five levels—development leading level, industrial
support level, economic centralization level, cultural multi-dimensional level
and social concentration level, with a market system of economic development
covering the whole province, the touch of economic development extending to
the whole province and the radius of resource operation radiating the whole
provinee. 3. Five trip advantages. The frequency of each of five trips—business
trip, commercial trip, migrant trip, visit trip and tour trip—is leading the
way in the country with strong vital force and driving force of
development. 4. Five traffic advantages. Any of road, railway, civil aviation,
pipeline and shipping in Kunming has a high jumping-off point, though
starting later. A modernized comprehensive traffic system and a regional
international traffic hub featuring “interconnection of five transport networks”
are forming. 5. Five environmental advantages. Kunming boasts favorable “five

" —atmosphere  environment, water environment, soil

environments
environment, mountain environment and biological environment, which are

our unmovable uncopiable treasures.
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Mecanwhile, with {urther implementation of West Development strategy
of the state, especially when central government brings forth that we should
speed up cultivation of middle-Yunnan economic zone and form a new strategic
commanding point radiating and driving neighboring areas, Kunming further
consolidates its position and role as the leading city in the province and the
center of middle Yunnan in economic development. With all-around completion
of China and South-east Asia Free Trade Arca, especially acceleration of
construction of bridgehead, Kunming draws more attentions for its
advaniages and features in opening up. With further boost of construction of
modern new Kunming, cspecially in support of rich natural resources,
complete industrial basis, broad market space and increasingly comprehensive
infrastructures, as an important carrier of transferred industries from
developed areas, Kunming shows more attraction and centripetal force to
resources with potentials of development. Only if we take comparative
advantages and go a different way to stand out in competition, we can
definitely catch up with others, realize great-leap-forward development,
accomplish mechanism innovation, gear the city to the market, go to global

and see a bright tomorrow in {urious regional competition.
Fourthly, the gap and disadvantages of Kunming as a regional infernational city.

Kunming is equipped with certain basic conditions through development
for years, especially fast devclopment recently. However, there is a hug gap
from the standards of a global city. Presently in terms of per capita GDP, the
per capita GDP should exceed 10000 dollars for a regional international city,
but it is 5000 dollars in our city, a gap of 5000 dollars. In terms of proportion
of value increased by the third industry in GDP, the figure is over 60% for a
global city, but it is only 49. 0% in our city. In terms of dependency on foreign
trade, the figure is over 50% generally for a global city, but it is only 43. 1%
in out city. In terms of proportion of input in technological R & D in GDP,
the basic standard is over 5% for a global city, but it is only 1. 45% in our
city. In terms. of humanistic development indicator, the standard is over 0.9
for a global city, but it is only 0.817 in our city. In terms of Engel’ s
coefficient, the standard is below 35% for a global city, but it is only 42. 4%
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in our city. In terms of per capita housing area of urban residents, the minimal
standard is 25 square meters for a global city, but it is only 31. 56% in our
city. In terms of gross entrance rate of higher education, the minimal standard
is 50% for a global city, but it is only 34% in our city. In terms of proportion
of passenger transport of rail traffics, it is over 5% generally for a global
city. By 2018 the subway system of our city will have been completed in an all
round way, and the propertion of passenger transport of rail traffics will rise
up greatly at that time. In terms of international lines and passenger capacity,
the standard number of international lines is over 50 lines, and the annual
airport passenger capacity is over 35 million passengers for a global city. While
our city has 26 international lines and annual airport passenger capacity is
18. 945 million passengers. With completion and use of new airport, by 2020
our city will have 60 international lines available and annual passenger capacity
of 38 million passengers.In terms of comprehensive informationization
indicator, it is over 80 for a glebal city, but is only 66. 14 in our city. In terms
of comprehensive Air pollution indicator, it is less than 3 generally for a
global city, but it is 1. 916 in our city. In terms of number of trans-nationals in
the city, there should have over 200 branches of the world top 500 in a global
eity, but there are less than 20 in our city; in terms of proportion of inboard
tourists in urban population, the minimal standard is 40% for a global city,
but it is only 12. 4% in our city. In terms of number of international meetings
and trade and cultural activities, a normal global city should hold over 50
meetings and activities at least, but this figure was just 80 in 2009 in our
city. In terms of proportion of foreign population, the proportion of
permanent foreign residents is 5% usually for a global city, but this figure is
only 0. 06% in our city. According to indicator analysis foregoing, there is a
huge gap for Kunming to become a regional international city. However, the
gap indicates the direction, hope and our potential. We can narrow the gap and
catch up only if we are confident to overcome all difficulties and keep moving

forward.

Fifthly, the main thought and phases for developing Kunming into a regional
international city.

Regional international city carries an ideal of city—open to the world,

(133



integrated in the global and wining future. Following the conception of
development of “city makes life better” and the strategy of * developing
Yunnan into a strong province in green economy and national culture and
China’ s bridgehead open toward southwest”, We will speed up
internationalization of the city, build the modern new Kunming into a forest-
based, garden-like, environment-friendly, sustainable plateau lakeside
ecological city based on modernized society and symbolized by advanced
production method end lifestyle, in where the humanistic landscapes and
natural sights like mountains and lakes, Dian Lake sights, new appearance of
“city of spring” are integrated together and modern civilization and historic
culture add glories to each other, and make Kunming a regional international
city featuring high economic prosperity indicator, rich cultural background,
favaorable habitant environment, the best investment environment and
peaceful harmonious society.

Meanwhile we should see clear, the construction of a regional
international city is a historic, long-term and advancing course. It can neither
be completed over one night, nor be unreachable. The key is that if we can
grasp it with a scientific attitude, plan it from a far-reaching view and carry
out with practicable measures.

In combination with the ongoing preparation of 12th Five-Year Plan,
following the principle of “starting from the actual conditions, with foresight,
by taking positive feasible measures, we advance steadily”, we primarily
consider pushing for the construction of the regional international city in three
phases: put priority to planning and lay a foundation in short term: by 2015,
while we have basically realized a well-being society in the whole province as
the pioneer in China, we should have alsc basically developed Kunming into
an internationalization portal and China’ s important bridgehead opening
towards southwest. Strong strength and meet standard generally in middle
term; by 2020, when we have basically realized modernization in the whole
province as the pioneer in China, we should have also completed the
construction of China’s regional international city open toward southwest.
Enhance quality and comprehensively complete construction in long term. with
another decade, develop Kunming intc China’s regional international city

open toward Southwest in an all round way with clearer features and wider
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