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Preface

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the Xinhai Revolution (1911). One Hundred ago,
the Xinhai Revolution led by Sun Yat-sen overthrew the reign of the Qing dynasty, hence the end
of the several-thousand-year-long feudal Monarchy in China, and gave birth to the Republic of
China. Although the Xinhai revolution failed to fulfill the mission to abolish the imperialism and the
feudalism, it laid the foundation for China’s progress in freeing the minds of the Chinese people and
inspiring them to fight with unremitting efforts for the nation’s independence, liberation and prosperity.
Taken in this sense, the Xinhai Revolution is a great epoch-making historical event and an important
milestone in the history of China for the Chinese people to change their destiny by revolutions.

Today, we look back for the commemoration of the Xinhai Revolution. We cherish the memory
of the great historical contributions made by Sun Yat-sen and other revolutionary predecessors to
the national independence, the social progress and the happiness of the people. We shall inherit and
carry forward their persistence in the pursuit for truth and their unwavering patriotism. We shall bring
together all the Chinese people home and abroad under the banner of patriotism to accomplish the
reunification of the whole nation and to realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation as early
as possible. We review the glorious history and summarize the experience of China’s revolutions and
constructions so that we can have a full understanding of the historical necessity to take the path of
socialism with Chinese characteristics and have better consciousness of adhering to the leadership of
the Communist Party of China and have more determination to push forward the cause of reforming
and opening up and the socialist modernization.

Zhejiang is an important cradle of the Xinhai Revolution. As the capital of Zhejiang Province,
Hangzhou was a center of activities where numerous revolutionaries conducted series of arduous
struggles and made an indelible contribution to the Xinhai Revolution. In particular, the recovery

of Hangzhou not only paved the way for the overall recovery of Zhejiang, but also produced great



significance for the recovery of Nanjing, the settlement in the south of the Yangtze River and the
eventual establishment of the Republic of China. Thus, an in-depth study of the relationship between
Hangzhou and the Xinhai Revolution by clarifying the history of the revolutionary struggles in
Hangzhou so as to explore and highlight the status and the impact of Hangzhou in the Xinhai
Revolution, will be of significance and academic value for the study of the Xinhai Revolution and our
commemoration of this historical event.

In commemoration of the centennial anniversary of the Xinhai revolution, the Compilation
Committee of Hangzhou Local Chronicles compiled this book Hangzhou: 100th Anniversary of the
Xinhai Revolution with Illustrations based on the research findings of the previous studies and a new
extensive collection of the raw data obtained with great pains. Featured with large numbers of exquisite
authentic pictures and first-hand historical data rare to find, the book vividly reproduced the history
of Hangzhou during the Xinhai Revolution. It is a great innovation of the chorographical Compilation
and a good way to bring the local chronicles out of the ivory tower and to go to the public. I believe
the publication of this book will facilitate the researches on the Xinhai Revolution in Hangzhou and
promote the public understanding of the Xinhai Revolution so as to develop the spirit of the Xinhai

Revolution.

Huang Kunming

Member of the Standing Committee of the Zhejiang Provincial Committee of the
Communist Party of China
Secretary of the Hangzhou Municipal Committee of the Communist Party of China

Hangzhou, May 30, 2011
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