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Directions: Read the following text. Answer the questions below the text by choosing A, B, C or D.
Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET . (10 points)

A boy or a girl? That is usually the first question asked when a woman gives birth. Remarkably,
the answer varies with where the mother lives. In rich countries the chances of its being a boy are
about 5% higher than in poor ones. Equally remarkably, that figure has been falling recently. Several
theories have been put forward to explain these observations. Some argue that smoking plays a role,
others that diet may be important. Neither of these ideas has been supported by evidence from large
studies. But new research points to a different factor. stress.

Strange as it might seem, the terrorist attacks of September 11th 2001 shed light on the enigma.
Studies noting the sex of babies conceived in New York during the week of the attacks found a drop
in the ratio of males to females. Taken together, the results suggest that acute stress to a woman at
the time of conception shifts the sex ratio towards girls. However, Carsten Obel, a researcher at
Aarhus, wondered if the same might be true of chronic stress too. In a paper just published in
Human Development, he shows that it is.

Dr. Obel used a set of data collected between 1989 and 1992. During that period 8, 719
expectant mothers were asked to fill in questionnaires that inquired, among other things, about
their level of stress. Dr. Obel found that the more stressed a mother had been, the less chance she
had of having given birth to a boy. Only 47% of children born to women in the top quartile of stress
were males. That compared with 52% for women in the bottom quartile. Dr. Obel suspects the
immediate cause is that male pregnancies are more likely to miscarry in response to stress than
female pregnancies are, especially during the first three months. However, that is difficult to
prove. More intriguing, though, is the ultimate cause, for he thinks it might be adaptive, rather
than pathological.

That is because the chances are that a daughter who reaches adulthood will find a mate and thus
produce grandchildren. A son is a different matter. Healthy, strapping sons are likely to produce lots
of grandchildren, by several women — or would have done in the hunter-gatherer societies in which
most human evolution took place. Weak ones would be marginalised and maybe even killed in the cut
and thrust of male competition. If a mother’s stress adversely affects the development of her fetus,
then selectively aborting boys, rather than wasting time and resources on bringing them to term,
would make evolutionary sense.

1. By saying “that figure has been falling recently” (Para.l), the author implies that
[A] women in rich countries are more likely to give birth to daughters.
[B] rich women’ s lives may be more stressful than they used to be.
[ C] women have the freedom to choose their own way of life.
[D] women in poor countries are inclined to give birth to more children.
2. The word “enigma” (Para.2) denotes something
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[A] striking and explicit. [B] interesting and odd.
[ C] shocking and ambiguous. [D] puzzling and obscure.
3. A set of data used by Dr. Obel in Paragraph 3 is mentioned to illustrate the effect of stress that is
[A] trivial and random. [B] mild and chronic.
[C] durable and frequent. [D] irregular and violent.

4. Dr. Obel believes that the direct cause of shifting the sex ratio into females
[ A] requires further proof for its validity.
[ B] has won support from theorists.
[ C] helps explain difficult pregnancies.
[D] has something to do with evolution.

5. What can we infer from the last paragraph?
[ A] Having children was considered a waste of time and energy.
[ B] Girl babies will have greater adaptability to competition.

. [ C] Human evolution may stand in favor of strong boy babies.

[ D] Women would remove the risk of an unwanted pregnancy.

! wanriae A
1. Fi%E[B], ZEEZLERBEINZEAIEEE S

By saying “that figure has been falling recently” (Para.l), | Ui 2| “ I N F I LA W F B, M5 #H
the author implies that 57

[A] women in rich countries are more likely to give birth to
daughters.

[B] rich women’ s lives may be more stressful than they
used to be.

[A] EEMERN L ETRRE T L&,

[(B] EHH Al RE b L EAET) .

[ C] women have the freedom to choose their own way of life. | [C] ZMEEEFEAH NG N A .

[D] women in poor countries are inclined to give birth to more

children. [D] 55 WA R L TA L& T.

[BEmE]

(1) RIEBFRTEMAES 1 Bo “BMEF" (5 1 B that figure) 15 E — A “AERE RN LM ES BN
EERFEROLMS 5%, X MFEETHE, (2) AARETXE,"EERERNLTMESROLLARS,
X — L BIIETE TF2 B/ L AN GUE BT A MBEX —HR " (5 1 B :neither of these ideas) , A, RHENE X Pl
RERET ABELZNEN, (3) NEXENELRE, TRRRANENERZKHENBLSEE BLLGIH T
(8B 3R). BILER[B]HE,

[ Fukn]

EIAIMRTIE, “ BRILB TR RE2hE XRBLLHRES", EEHAINHMERE TBEEE AKX
XMEFRLRHZ2MNEFRE, ZWMCIMNBRLEMEEARMIA], BRXMNFHRR T “ BRUMA (smoking) " F“ X &
(diet) " &R, EXLERELHHEE T, H “freedom to choose ...” FEAXKLHWES, RTDIMNEFE
BREERTFELTX

2. NiE[D], ZFEEAFERHHENE XS

The word “enigma” (Para.2) denotes something %52 HAREB Y “enigma” 19 & UL Y.
[ A] striking and explicit. [A] ZATEH B

[B] interesting and odd. [B] Al L PRI

[ C] shocking and ambiguous. [C] 2 N H WM




(D] puzzling and obscure. [D] & ARk H B

[R5 mE)

(1) BFTRATEMNEE 2R, AFREL 2001 FH3'9 - 11" B RHTHBMHFA TR T XD EN A 0 53"
(%8 2 Bt :shed light on the enigma), (2) #R#B_ L3, " JLFHW S EPTEBRB XTI K" (5 1 B . neither of these
ideas) , i BARIAA SR INERE. (3) REBET X, BRI - 11" BHBHEEHFEATRTENEZNEDH" ,EL,
"BNREFEERERENENBSERHFNEZW” (B2 R), XBRTHNARSHE LM, (4) NEXH
BRE,AFEAPHESRR N RENFR XELRHEAT(DEMMNEEN.

[ FHigm]

[ A9 striking” 2 5 Jf3C“remarkably” ( 5 1 B) 4%, 18" explicit” EF 5 EXE BEHKR. EM[BI M
“interesting” 2 5 JR X “intriguing” (5 3 iR) 18X, B odd” RBEX — BEXMETEMBMBH L AFH R[]
&, [ C] A “shocking” B K E , 1 “ ambiguous” 40 “ obscure” M5 ],

3. N#E[C], ZEZ4EEEEABEEHEN,

A set of data used by Dr. Obel in Paragraph 3 is | 45 3 Bt 23 7 R U1 R 1 FH i — 408, H i 2
mentioned to illustrate the effect of stress that is U TR
[A] trivial and random. [A] B HBHHLIY
[B] mild and chronic. [B] A H W
[C] durable and frequent. [C] HrA HA %Y
[D] irregular and violent. [D] AR HAEZT
(R85 MmE]

(1) BTRATEMAS 3 RREME, ATEENNZENTEAE, TXNTEARRHTT BB, ZRS
ARAER, M“ more intriguing, though” X935, E—BERXNMBNKHFMENENNEE; T—BRAHEL
AEHTOT. (2) BA, KR —ABENENEMHAR? BENRIATHE 2 REREBHOUHTERE,
" BFFEREHENENBETERFHNFM” (5 2 B wondered if) . Eib,EH([ Cl &,

[ FHtEs]

ER[A]RFECXFRENGES . ER(BIMEHRET "mild” —i&8(RIEFREER) . #WM(D]EFER, R
XEBRARERREENNFR(E 2 BRRE) , EFREXEHFLRHAR S,

4. E[A]l, ZEZELEERATERNEN.

Dr. Obel believes that the direct cause of shifting the | Kk Ul RI-1-IA N, S3CEILAE S HC A0 5] 4 B2 1 4%
sex ratio into females S
[A] requires further proof for its validity. [A] H AT — il .
[B] has won support from theorists. [B] E4M2IHE TS RSZHE.
[C] helps explain difficult pregnancies. [ C] A3 By F e B R ME 4 4T Uk -
[D] has something to do with evolution. [D] S5k XLER,
[ 5]

(1) REETEL, TEMEE 3R, "RARELEN, ERXINERNEERAR . AEENHNERLT, K
BRIERZBEZ R, B2, X—ARMHIESL,” (# 3 B :suspects the immediate cause) , (2) MNBEEMNH
iEEIth o UL, EF AL “ MBI EL BlR R 227 X — 3 BAIE AR ML 7B ( 58 1 X “ Neither of these ideas
has been supported by evidence from large studies” , 2 2 E% “wondered if” , % 3 E&“hard to prove” %), A,
HIM[A] &fE,

[ FHLiks]

£ [ B] 2R1E R X “theory” —AHBMATILIM, EIM[ Cl RS, EXR KR EIRAEME", ®H[D]
AHFEEF,[D] 5“ultimate cause” (HRLER)H %X,

5. NiE[C], ZEEXELBESINZENHEERE N,

EE(ORER TN TS H o T3
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What can we infer from the last paragraph? AT A G — B A a1 ?

[A] Having children was considered a waste of time and
energy.

[A] EILE LR BEA AR 2k ] AR g .

[B] Girl babies will have greater adaptability to competition. | [ B %47 #3151 52 Fr A fE )

[C] Human evolution may stand in favor of strong boy

babies. [C] AZCEtfEnT fEA A Fasott iy J %

[D] Women would remove the risk of an unwanted pregnancy. | [ D] 22 A AS iy B2 A4z B PR 227 A fA UK

[ B E %]

(1) BTFBHrHELERE—BR, ABEM, (2) RERX,"FBEAERIMEBRA MBETELHGRX
ZE” (% 4 B . a different matter) ,“ REFREE, T RERFPLER" (F 4 B :competition) , “ N R AF
IFFENNAREM, FEN LU SEF B ABLS/NNFBE L (selectively aborting boys) , X5t ZE M
AEHUAENR)I UL RELXRHOBRE, BEXAFS“EX M (adaptive) Y& X AT (% 3 &
K)o WMIEXEFEL, ETR(CIRMEXE,

[ i)

EH Al S, FER 185/ B R FEEA 2 RENBFIE ", M3k having children ( F&EF)".
B[ BIMERET AR BSCAR “ ERM" (% 3 B adaptive) ik “ ERZ8E /)" (adaptability) ; X T3 A FHR
FRANEELMER, MIEXE, M [D]IHHRES, B AR ENTHHRT " S/NBR"FENNR, EFT
RENAR, M AFERENTR" R
ez EEsr A

Para.l QO BHRARLH? Q XAYELLUAXRRTERNE - NFEMA, O HAETENE, MANLE
MEXGEEFATNATTAREA. @ ABRERNAHETRNNLEEZRAFERNLUFTL %, @R
BEAEENE IANKFEREH —HETH, © AMMMRETLAELAXRFEXRAEEHHRE, © ARA
AH TR REFE R, AN ANV REREEEZRA. @ EAHAENHENEER L XHFIAFAL
B, QO HMWARBET —MPARHNER:ESN,

(1) FOQaRE EA, 2+A YA RTF X, BL2LXH5IF, XizH 8] 5
FREABHER, 25, 20QARMHT—HEZ. 4 B4 4 5EREVEEET X, BECQIUT EXRETHHY
B 4 B R LREH 5% , BXNMEFIERE THE, XEAE? 2/, FODOAEETRITUR. FOQEREET
4 BETESERNNXR(EEFERT different —iF, 582187 X—WSMFRA) 2D BRE XN PONEE,

(2) ZRIEBXRA“EBEL", ELIEBM, £H 7 “theory, put forward, observations, argue,
ideas, point to” %33 T H RS A EA T WM,

Para2 O EHREMFIE, {22001 £ - 11" AW ZHFHFEATHTIXAHRENKFAE, Q HEXK
RERKRENT—ANAATEEFR LN BN BLUIN LA TRT. @ ZERXEHAKRE, LERRNA. X
MESZEHWMBRAFIHAEAWYW, BLELEZNLALRE. @ B2, ARFAGFAFHARH FHT - KA
REFHERSHGNENBLFLRAHENEH. © A(AXKLE) LRIMA RN — B X P, HiEL T FEMW
B o

(1) AR EEEABELREEAFONE, SABFIER, FHEBRARAENNFLEENR N AE. F—1E
REFFEFOE, FE/MERBREEDOA,

(2) ABRIEBXRAENNZZAFEM" , 5E—BAMAM, BPEAT “suggest, wonder,show” Fia L
i AEN TR,

Para3 O KU /ARELER T 1989 £ F 1992 fF [ F Fth— A% HFE. @ AXANH K8, TIO LA Z AN HMT
THREES, EFHRN—FRERNAZEINEE, QKA ELAA L BAIWEIRK, HEFTE
THEERRAN, D EARZERANERLET RAATNETNRER. @ MEAAZER/IMH T K LM
AHEHWLH A 52%, @ KN ARELHEMN ERINLERNEEREAR . EAEANERT. FEERLTF LB
ESRFE AEREN=AA. QER, Z—AREWILIE, @ EAARABHR MAARKREETRERZEN
MW TR R,




(1) ZRBERIER, FOAEEQAAE—RX, SEENRRIEE 2 REGQA AN, I KHE NN
m, P, FOARZEXANER, FQRDOOAREER, FOA#IT A, R EE R A (the direct cause) 1R
HWIEL, E_EARBFEO®M, A TXRERME THE—EN M,

(2) RRIBBXRA“ALXAAZENNBE" ., EEENBRRAENBAPERTIEND, BT THREANE
XM, MAESIRIBEEFE AT “suspect, likely, think, might” &80, REH EMENH DY),

Para4d O RXRTBEZEEAXBZKFERER LI AFLEER. QUWFRUF—H#., @ K. BE
MEREA TR LUEAETREER — RN ERSEFRRXERSTREL WU AL S VAR ASRESE
MANE, @ B2 EEZRATREFUNTRAESPRLE, O WREFFWEINBILHAERT
FAHBH KRB TR, TERER AR ESRIIREA IRy E LR ULFER,

(1) BOANEEREIBE . XBHNER. TEQODANEEEMNER. FOALHLEL . ALBEY
BERT o

(2) REBABCIRA M AERITHRILEH” . B A" chances, likely, would have done, would
be, maybe” &iFC, RBEEH T EMHENHNA Y,
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Directions; Read the following text. Answer the questions below the text by choosing A, B, C or D.
Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

Ridiculing the old media of newspapers, topical magazines and the network evening newscast is
almost automatic these days. The sins of Jurassic journalism — laziness, timidity, hidden agendas,
political correctness and just being boring — have become old news. Yet the old-media stupid
journalists play a priceless psychological role that nearly everybody misses entirely. They don’t drive
us crazy.

The essence of old-school journalism is making order out of a chaotic world. The reporters and
broadcast correspondents are out trying to find out what’s going on and what it might mean. Then
their editors and news directors take this material and help refine it into an orderly presentation.
These stories tend to be reasonably coherent and internally consistent, if far from perfect.

The order that these editors impose on the world is artificial — a comforting illusion created by
familiar formats executed with skill founded on sound instincts and experience. These traditional
techniques tame the instability and uncertainty of reality.

Now, technology has fractured that monopoly with consequences that are already being felt if
not fully understood. An American today with computers in his home and office, and a handheld
computer disguised as a smart-phone in his pocket and car, lives in a dazzling mix of tweets, blogs,
news updates, Facebook posts, cellphone pictures and other fragmentary sources. Much of the news
has already made its first appearance on some digital screen long before it is published or broadcast
in old media.

Part of this new news comes from essentially unknown bloggers who may or may not have a
clear sense of the difference between gossip and reporting and may or may not much care. Then
there are the “citizen journalists” on the scene with their cellphone cameras in Tahrir Square or at
the fender-bender around the corner, and the folks continually posting newspaper or magazine
stories and YouTube clips on Facebook.

Every day, this new-news turbine churns out fresh pieces of information or novel insights.
Occasionally, fascinating glimpses of cloaked dealings are made public. Some people think the very
spontaneity of this flood of fact and fiction is its greatest value.

Yet this bonanza comes at a cost. Unrefined, unreliable, contradictory the new-news confronts
its consumers all day, every day, with a world that seems increasingly disordered and threatening.

Disorienting as it may be, perhaps this chaotic new realm is a truer expression of reality than
the more orderly fantasy nurtured so long by the old media. Yet I think we were better off as a
society when we had fallible but reasonable people sorting out what mattered and what you needed
to know about it.

1. It is indicated in Paragraph 1 that the old media
[A] fall victim to strong political bias. [ B] have often been the laughing stock.



[C] pay a heavy price for social order. [D] were blamed for its out-datedness.
2. It can be inferred from Paragraphs 2 and 3 that the traditional journalism
[A] leads the world into great confusion. [B] fights against the uncertainty of reality.

[ C] makes use of materials efficiently. [D] helps create a world of order and reason.
3. Which of the following can best apply to the new-news media?

[ A] Novel and valuable. [B] Timely but impulsive.

[ C] Patchy and diverse. [D] Fresh but organized.
4. In the last paragraph, the author’s attitude towards the old media is one of

[A] appreciation. [ B] skepticism. [ C] indifference. [ D] satisfaction.

5. Which of the following would be the best title for the text?
[A] Pointing Out the Merits of New-News.
[ B] Mourning the Death of the Old Media.
[C] Counting the Costs of the New-News Chaos.
[D] Challenging the Role of the Old Media.
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