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The Earth’ s Skin

Did you know?

Think about it

Do it yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections
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é?q kiwi is foraging in the bush along the shores
of New Zealand. He gives his mating call, trying
to attract a female, when a brown bird with a long
beak and black and white spotted wings alights
next to him.

“que you not a godwit?” asks the kiwi.
“And have you just come all the way from Alaska
in the Northern Hemisphere to join us here in the

Southern Hemisphere?”







The famous Winglege bird
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- 6<.ye:~‘,, | am. And that is exactly where | have
come from. And are ydu not a kiwi, the famous
wingless bird?” reSponds the godwit.

Indeed | am one of th@se exceptional birds that
cannot fly. But e\Ien without wings,
we are a happy lot.”
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“%u do look happy. And that is the most
important thing in life.”
“I’ve heard so much about you. And how no one,

not even people with their machines, can fly non-
stop longer than you.”

“Well, yes, it seems that even planes cannot yet
match my ability to do a 18 000-kilometre
long trip.”
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GDO you never have to stop along the way to
wee or eat?” the kiwi asks.

‘We wee as we fly, and before leaving, more
than half of our body Meight is fat for food.”

“I don’t understand what you just said.
Does it mean you eat yourself?”

“N o! My body just turns that fat into energy so
| have all the power | need to make the longest
journey known in the animal world.”
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“GDO you godwits eat superfoods like goji berries,
chia seeds, and spirulina?”

14
@h no, we eat whatever is locally available.
We eat insects, snails, shells, and water plants.”

that must be a‘very healthy diet.”

"’ 6;fes, but | can tell you that seen from the sky,
the Earth does not look so healthy. Flying over the
land | can see how the earth’s skin is shrivelling.”
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