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At some time in your life you may have a strong desire to do
something strange or terrible. However. chances are that you won’t act
on your impulse. but let it pass instead. You know that to commit the action
i1s wrong in some way and that other people will not accept your behavior.

Perhaps the most interesting thing about the phenomenon of taboo
behavior i1s how it can change over the years within the same society.
how certain behavior and attitudes once considered taboo can become
perfectly acceptable and natural at another point in time. Topics such as
death, for example. were once considered so upsetting and unpleasant
that it was a taboo to even talk about them. Now with the publication of
important books such as On Death and Dying and Learning to Say Good-
bye, people have become more aware of the importance of expressing
feelings of death and, as a result. are more willing to talk about this
subject. One of the newest taboos in American society is the topic of fat.
Unlike many other taboos. fat is a topic that American talk about
constantly. It is not taboo to talk about fat; it’s taboo to be fat. The “in”
look is thin, not fat. In the work world. most companies prefer youthful-
looking. trim executives to sell their image as well as their products to

the public. The thin look is associated with youth. vigor. and success.

@ A lecture related to the topic



Question 1. Summarize the main points in the lecture you just heard. pointing

out how they are related to the points made in the reading.

At some time in your life you may have [
a strong desire to do something strange or
terrible. However, chances are that you
won’t act on your impulse, but let it pass
instead. You know that to commit the action
1s wrong in some way and that other people
will not accept your behavior.

Perhaps the most interesting thing
about the phenomenon of taboo behavior is
how it can change over the years within the
same society, how certain behavior and
attitudes once considered taboo can become
perfectly acceptable and natural at another
point in time. Topics such as death, for
example, were once considered so upsetting
and unpleasant that it was a taboo to even talk
about them. Now with the publication of
important books such as On Death and Dying
and Learning to Say Goodbye, people have
become more aware of the importance of

expressing feelings of death and, as a result,
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are more willing to talk about this subject.
One of the newest taboos in American
society is the topic of fat. Unlike many
other taboos, fat is a topic that American
talk about constantly. It is not taboo to talk
about fat: it’s taboo to be fat. The “in” look
is thin, not fat. In the work world, most
companies prefer youthful-looking, trim
executives to sell their image as well as
their products to the public. The thin look is

associated with youth, vigor, and success.
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Independent Writing
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_effective essay will contam a minimum of 300 Words

Question 2.
The Independent Writing Task.

Do you agree or disagree with the following

statement?

If you had a lot of money, what would you
like to buy, a house or a business? Why?
Use specific reasons to develop vyour

answer.

Word count 0
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Friends play an important part in our lives and although we may take
the fact of friendship for granted. we often don’t clearly understand how
we make friends. While we get on well with a number of people, we are
usually friends with only a very few of them.

Moreover, a great many relationships come under the blanket term
“friendship”. In all cases. two people like one another and enjoy being
together, but beyond that, the degree of intimacy between them and the
reasons for their mutual interest vary enormously.

Initially. it depends on how people meet, and on favorable first
impressions. As we get to know people. we take into account things like
age, race, physical attractiveness. economic and social status., and
intelligence. Although these factors are not of prime importance, it is
more difficult to relate to people when there is a marked difference in age
and background.

On a more immediate level, we are sensitive to actual behavior.
facial expression, and tone of voice. Friends will stand closer together

and will spend more time looking at each other than mere acquaintances.
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Smiles and soft voices also express friendliness, and it is because
they may transmit the wrong signals that shy people often have difficulty A
in making friends. A friendly gaze with the wrong facial expression can
turn into an aggressive stare, and nervousness may be misread as
hostility. Some relationships thrive on argument and discussion, but it is
usual for close friends to have similar ideas and beliefs, to have attitudes
and interests in common—they often talk about “being on the same
wavelength”. It generally takes time to reach this point; sometimes
people “click” immediately involved people become, the more they rely
on one another. People want to do friends favors and hate to let them
down. Equally, friends have to learn to make allowances for each other,
to put up with irritating habits, and to tolerate differences of opinion.

In contrast with marriage, there are no friendship ceremonies, no
rituals to strengthen the association between two people. But the mutual
support and undemanding that results from shared experiences and
emotions does seem to create a powerful bond, which can overcome

differences in background, and break down barriers of age, class or race.

@‘ A lecture related to the topic
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You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. Your response wxll

be 3udged on the basxs":of the quahty of your wrmng and on how weli your
response presents the pomts m the lecture and thexr relatlonshxp to the

readmg passage. Typlcally § an effectlve response wﬂl be 15() to 225 words

Question 1:Summarize the points made in the lecture.make sure to use the
points specifically stated in the lecture to support the reason in

the reading passage.

Word count 0 |

Friends play an important part in our
lives and although we may take the fact of
friendship for granted, we often don't
clearly understand how we make friends.
While we get on well with a number of |
people. we are usually friends with only a
very few of them.

Moreover, a great many relationships
come under the blanket term “friendship”.
In all cases. two people like one another and
enjoy being together, but beyond that, the
degree of intimacy between them and the
reasons for their mutual interest vary
enormously.

Initially, it depends on how people
meet, and on favorable first impressions.
As we get to know people, we take into
account things like age, race, physical
attractiveness, economic and social status,
and intelligence. Although these factors are
not of prime importance, it is more difficult

to relate to people when there is amarked

difference in age and background.
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On a more immediate level, we are sensitive
to actual behavior, facial expression, and
tone of voice. Friends will stand closer
together and will spend more time looking at
each other than mere acquaintances.

Smiles and soft voices also express
friendliness, and it is because they may
transmit the wrong signals that shy people
often have difficulty in making friends. A
friendly gaze with the wrong facial
expression can turn into an aggressive
stare. and nervousness may be misread as
hostility. Some relationships thrive on
argument and discussion, but it is usual for
close friends to have similar ideas and
beliefs, to have attitudes and interests in
common they often talk about * being on
the same wavelength”. It generally takes
time to reach this point; sometimes people
“click” immediately involved people become.
the more they rely on one another. People
want to do friends favors and hate to let
them down. Equally. friends have to learn
to make allowances for each other, to put up
with irritating habits, and to tolerate
differences of opinion.

In contrast with marriage, there are no
friendship ceremonies. no rituals to
strengthen the association bhetween two
people. But the mutual support and
undemanding that results from shared
experiences and emotions does seem to
create a powerful bond, which can
overcome differences in background. and

break down barriers of age. class or race.
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Use speaflc reasons and examples to support your answer Typlcally, an

effectwe essay will contam a minimum of 300 words

Question 2.
The Independent Writing Task.

Do you agree or disagree with the following

statement?

Some students prefer to live in university
dormitories. Other students like to live in
apartments in the community. Where would
you prefer to live? Make comparisons of
living in these two places, giving reasons

for your choice.

Word count 0




