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Liberty and Knowledge

John Adams®
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Wherever a general knowledge and sensibility have
prevailed among the people, arbitrary government and
every kind of oppression have lessened and disappeared in
proportion. Man has certainly an exalted soul; and the same

principle in human nature—that aspiring, noble principle
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founded in benevolence, and cherished by knowledge; I
mean the love of power, which has been so often the cause of
slavery—has, whenever freedom has existed, been the cause
of freedom. If it is this principle that has always prompted the
princes and nobles of the earth by every species of fraud and
violence to shake off all the limitations of their power, it is the
same that has always stimulated the common people to aspire
at independency, and to endeavor at confining the power of the
great within the limits of equity and reason.

Liberty cannot be preserved without a general knowledge
among the people, who have a right, from the frame of their
nature, to knowledge, as their great Creator, who does nothing
in vain, has given them understandings, and a desire to know;
but besides this, they have a right, an indisputable, unalienable,
indefeasible, divine right to that most dreaded and envied
kind of knowledge; I mean, of the characters and conduct of
their rulers. Rulers are no more than attorneys, agents, and
trustees for the people; and if the cause, the interest and trust,
is insidiously betrayed, or wantonly trifled away, the people
have a right to revoke the authority that they themselves have
deputed, and to constitute abler and better agents, attorneys,
and trustees and the preservation of the means of knowledge
among the lowest ranks is of more importance to the public
than all the property of all the rich men the country. It is even of

more consequence to the rich themselves, and to their posterity.
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prevail v. AT SR
prompt v. s g5
fraud n. HKIE; thah

indefeasible adj. AREBUHH
insidiously  adv. B3 ; R
wantonly adv. T\

revoke v, WA ERR

Wherever a general knowledge and sensibility have prevailed

among the people, arbitrary government and every kind of

oppression have lessened and disappeared in proportion. A%
ARBRA —RIpilfo L BREH GRS, SHREHER
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of Harmony

Thomas Brown
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It is my temper, and I like it the better, to affect a
harmony; and sure there is music even in the beauty, and the
silent note which Cupid(D strikes, far sweeter than the sound
of an instrument. For there is a music wherever there is a
harmony, order, or proportion; and thus we may maintain

the music of the spheres; for those well-ordered motions and
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regular paces, though they give no sound unto the ear, yet to
the understanding they strike a note most full of harmony.
Whatsoever is harmonically composed delights in harmony;
which makes the much distrust the symmetry of those heads
which declaim against all Church music. For myself, not only
from my obedience but my particular genius, 1 do embrace it; for
even that vulgar and Tavern Music, which makes one man merry,
another mad, strikes in me a deep fit of devotion, and a profound
contemplation of the first Composer: there is something in it
of Divinity more than the ear discovers. It is a hieroglyphical
and shadowed lesson of the whole world and Creatures of God,
such a melody to the ear as the whole world, well understood,
would afford the understanding. In brief, it is a sensible fit of
that Harmony which intellectually sounds in the ears of God.
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