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Lesson One

The International Maritime Organization

3
Words and Expressions

International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO)
.. ; .
maritime [ 'maeritaim |
convene [koan'viin ]
enter into [orce

inaugurate [i'nogjureit ]

session [ 'sefan]

amendment [ a'mendmont |
shipping  ['fipin]

facilitate [ fo'siliteit ]

adoption [ a'dopfon ]

empower [im'paus ]
administrative [ ad'ministrativ ]
inter alia ['into xlia](Hi TiE)
budget ['badsit]

criterion  { krai'tiarion ] (pl. -ria)
seaborne [ 'si:boin]

co-ordinate [ kou's:dinit ]
Secretary-General

subject (a. )to

relationship  [ri'leifonfip ]

Maritime Safery Committee
(MSC)

alds to navigation

manning

procedure [pra'sid3a]
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hydrographic [haidrou'grefik]  a. 7K (b ER) ), K BE B

tog-book i HE

salvage ['salvid3] n. .vt. O IOYFTH BB .3

guideline n. G, Em

sub-committee n. DTEREZ

bulk chemicals O o &

life-saving n. A

radicommunications n. XM E

Load Lines AL

Flag State Implementation (FSI) HEREY(rERD

watchkeep n. {E 5t

subsidiary [ sab'sidjori ] a. IR KR, B R

aftermath ['a:ftoma0] n. BB R RE

Torry Canyon (AP xR - FRH

Marine Environment Protection BAERERPERSCGFMED)
Committee(MEPC)

institutionalize V. I BE Ak — R R

Cinsti'tu:fonalaiz ]

Facilitation Committee EREwERS

formality [ fo:'maeliti] n. (ERDFZ

“red tape” ¥ UBY,EHEE

secretariate [ sekra'teoriot ] n. B4

formulation [ formju'leifan ] n. w75, ®R, T

envisage [in'vizid3] vt. it GE, 'R

ageing [ 'eid3ig] n. FAC BRtAY ]

“safety gap” TR0

port State control WO HE

rO-1os n. (roll-on roll-off ships B M B)BWE 5

MARPOL. 73/78 (International 2197844517 #1973 5 [H BR B 1L #5 8 2 B
Convention for the Prevention GRN IR, 73/ 18R 152 44
of Pollution from Ships, 1973,
as modified by the Protocol of
1978 relating thereto)

GMDSS e FBRE SR LR (Global Mar-

itime Distress and Safety System) ) 45 B&
223

phase-in (FEHEISIA B RH

search and rescue WHE5HE

trace [ 'treis ] n. | =308
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assess [ a'ses] V. &, VEE

goodwill [gud'wil] n. B8, & A
forum [ ‘forram ! (pl. forums or n. wiz. it e
fora)
endeavour [in'deva] V. 5,20, 1A
Text

The Convention establishing the International Maritime Organization was adopted on 6
March 1948 by the United Nations Maritime Conference which was convened in Geneva on 19
February 1948. The Convention, then known as the Convention on the Inter-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization,entered into force on 17 March 1958. The new Organiza-
tion was inaugurated on 6 January 1959 when the Assembly held its first session.

The name of the Organization was changed to the International Maritime Organization in ac-
cordance with an amendment to the Convention which entered into force on 22 May 1982.

The purposes of the Organization,as summarized by Article 1(a) of the Convention,are “to
provide machinery for co-operation among Governments in the field of governmental regulation
and practices relating to technical matters of all kinds affecting shipping engaged in international
trade; to encourage and facilitate the general adoption of the highest practicable standards in mat-
ters concerning the maritime safety,efficiency of navigation and prevention and control of marine
pollution from ships”, The Organization is also empowered to deal with administrative and legal
matters related to these purposes.

The Organization is based at 4 Albert Embankment, Londen, and is the only United
Nations’ specialized agency to have its headquarters in Britain.

The Organization consists of an Assembly,a Council and five main Committees. There are
also a number of Sub-Committees of the main technical committees.

The Assembly is the highest Governing body of the Organization. It consists of all Member
States. IMO has 150 Members plus two Associate Members . It meets once every two years in reg-
ular sessions;but may also meet in extraordinary session if necessary. The Assembly is responsi-
ble,inter alia,for approving the work programme,to vote the budget and determine the financial
arrangements of the Organization and to perform the {unctions of the Organization. The Assem-
bly also elects the Members to be represented on the Council.

The Council is composed of 32 Member States elected by the Assembly for two-year terms
beginning after each regular session of the Assembly. The Convention of the Organization pro-
vides that in electing the Members of the Council the Assembly shall observe the following criteri-
a. '

“(a) Eight shall be States with the largest interest in providing international shipping ser-
vices;

(b)Eight shall be other States with the largest interest in international seaborne trade;

.._.3__



(¢)Sixteen shall be States not elected under (a) or (b) above which have special interests in
maritime transport or navigation.and whose election to the Council will ensure the representation
of all major geographic areas of the world™.

The Council is the Executive Organ of IMO and is responsible ,under the Assembly,for su-
pervising the work of the Organization. Between sessions of the Assembly the Council performs
all the functions of the Assembly.except the function of making recommendations to Govern-
ments on maritime safety and pollution prevention which is reserved for the Assembly by Article
15(;) of the Convention. Other functions of the Council are to:

(a)co-ordinate the acrivities of the organs of the Organization:

(b)consider the draft work programme and budget estimates of the Organization and submit
them to the Assembly;

(c)receive reports and proposals of the Committees and other organs and submit them to the
Assembly and Member States,with comments and recommendations as appropriate ;

(d)appoint the Secretary-General ,subject to the approval of the Assembly;

(e)enter into agreements or arrangements concerning the relationship of the Organization
with other organizations,subjeer to appoval by the Assembly.

The members of the Council elected by the 18th Assembly in 1993 for 1994-1995 are as fol-
lows:

(a)China, Greece, ltaly, Japan, Norway , Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United
States.

(b)Argentina, Brazil,Canada,France ,Germany, India , Netherlands and Sweden.

(c)Algeria. Ausiralia, Bahamas.Cyprus.Egypt,Indonesia, Iran(Islamic Republic of),
Kuwait, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria, Poland, Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Singapore and
Spain.

The Maritime Safety Commuittee (MSC) is the highest technical body of the Organization. It
consists of all Member States. The [uncrions of the Maritime Safety Committee are to “consider
any matter within the scope of the Organization concerned with aids to navigation,construction
and equipment of vessels,manning from a safety standpoint,rules for the prevention of collisions,
handling of dangerous cargoes,maritime safety procedures and requirements, hydrographic infor-
mation, log-books and navigational records,marine casualty investigation.éalvage and rescue,and
any other matters directly affecting maritime safety”.

The Committee is also required to provide machinery for performing any duties assigned to it
by the IMO Convention or any duty within its scope of work which may be assigned to it by or
under any international instrument and accepted by the Organization. It also has the responsibility
for considering and submitting recommendations and guidelines on safety for possible adoption by
the Assembly.

The MSC operates with the assistance of 11 Sub-Committees. These are .

1. Bulk Chemicals ‘

2. Carriage of Dangerous Goods

N



3. Containers and Cargoes

4. Fire Protection

5. Flag State Implementation

6. Life-saving ,Search and Rescue

7. Radiocommunications

8. Safety of Navigation

4. Ship Design and Equipment

10. Stability and L.oad Lines and Fishing Vessel Safety

11. Standards of Training and Watchkeeping

The legal Committee is empowered to deal with any legal matters within the scope of the
Organization. The Committee consists of all Member States of IMO. It was established in 1967 as
a subsidiary body to deal with legal questions which arose in the aftermath of the Torry Canyon
disaster.

The legal Committee is also empowered to perform any duties within its scope which may be
assigned by or under any other international instrument and accepted by rhe Organization.

The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) . which consists of all Member
States ,is empowered to consider any matter within the scope of the Organization concerned with
prevention and control of pollution from ships. In particular it is concernec with the adoption and
amendment of conventions and other regulations and measures to ensure their enforcement.

The Sub-Committees on Bulk Chemicals and Flag State Implementation are also the sub-
sidiary bodies of the MEPC as far as pollution aspects are concerned.

The MEPC was first established as a subsidiary body of the Assembly and raised to full con-
stitutional status in 1985.

The Technical Co-operation Committee is required to consider any matter within the scope
of the Organization concerned with the implementation of technical co-operation agency and any
other matters related to the Organization’ s activities in the technical co-operation field.

The Technical Co-operation Committee consists of all member States of IMO, was estab-
lished in 1972 as a subsidiary body of the Council,and was institutionalized by means of an a-
mendment to the Convention which entered into force in 1984.

The Facilitation Committee was established in May 1972 and deals with IMO' s work in e-
limination unnecessary formalities and “red tape” in international shipping. Participation in the
Facilitation Committee is open to all Member States of IMO. At present the Facilitation Commiit-
tee is a subsidiary body of the Council, but in resolution A. 724(17) the Assembly adopted a-
mendments to the IMO Convention which will institutionalize the Commitree.

The Secretariat of IMO consistes of the Secretary-General and nearly 300 personnel based at
the headquarters of the Organization,

The Seeretary-General of the Organization is Mr. W. A. Q' Neil of Canada who was appoint-
ed to the position with effect from 1 January 1990. He was re-elected in 1993 for another four-

vear term beginning on 1 January 1994.
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Over the years,IMO has continually evolved to meet changing conditions and requirements.
In its early years 1t was primarily concerned with the formulation of international conventions and
codes. Todav that work has largely been completed. Very few conventions are envisaged for the
future, although the work of review and amendment will continue.

However.the world of shipping is changing very rapidly and new challenges are likely to e-
merge in the next few years. One matter of concern is the ageing of the world fleet.older ships
tend to have more accidents than new ones and this could result in a gradual rise in the maritime
casualty rate. Some Governments are concerned that this could also lead to a widening “safety
gap"growing between new and existing ships. These Governments would like to see many mea-
sures which are now limited to new ships extended to existing ships as well.

There is a growing determination to ensure that IMO measures are not only implemented as
widely as possible but as effectively as possible. Regional co-operation in carrying out port State
control of foreign-flag ships 1s being encouraged.

IMO is aise concerned about increased losses of bulk carriers and further improvements are
planined to the safety of passenger ships.including ro-ros.

On the environmental side, IMO is considering to add a new chapter to MARPOL 73/78
dealing with air pollution from ships and tanker.changes are being planned to the design of both
new and existing tankers.

Throughout the present decade the GMDSS will be phased-in. It will greatly assist the
search and rescue operations and make it virtually impossible for ships to vanish without trace.as
still somenimes happens today.

It is impossible 1o assess very precisely the effectiveness of the numerous safety and anti-pol-
lution measures which have been adopred by IMO since 1959, The shipping industry has altered
so much that no valid comparison can be made. Nevertheless, the international maritime commu-
nity recognizes the contribution IMO has made towards maritime safety and the prevention of
marine pollution.

But there is no question that there is still an eriormous amount of work to be done,and the
role of IMO as the forum for the internanonal shipping community is.if anything,even more im-
portant today than it has been in the past.

The success achieved to date through the goodwill and determined efforts of the interna-
tional community.using IMO as a forum and a platform.merely demonstrates that the past
three decades in the struggle for safer shipping and cleaner oceans are indeed only the first

stage in a continuing endeavour.

Exercises

{. Make a choice by choosing corresponding letter and filling in the blanks underlined.
i. The IMCO came into being on .
(A)6 March 1948 (B)19 February 1948



(C)17 March 1958 (D)6 January 1959
2. The highest governing body of IMO is

(A)secretariate (B)Council
(C)Assembly (DYMSC
3. The Council is composed of Member States elected by the Assembiy for two-

year terms.

(A)40 (B)32 (C)16 (D8
4. The MEPC operates with the assistance of sub-committees.
(A)two (B)four (C)ten (D)eleven

(@3]

. On the environmental side,IMO is considering to add a new Annex to MARPOL 73/78
dealing with from ships.
(A)bulk solid cargoes (B)ranker design
(C)air pollution (D)"safety gap”

II. Answer the following questions:

1. When and where was the IMCO inaugurated?

2. What is the purpose of the Organization?

3. Up to now,how many Member States does the Organization have?

4. Make a sketch of the IMO)' s bodies.
. How many Members are there of the Council?How are they divided into three groups?
. Which Sub-Committees are the subsidiary bodies both of MSC and MEPC?

7. Who is now the Secretary-General of the Organization? How many stafi members are

w

(03]

there of the Secretariat?
8. Comment the IMQ' s works in brief.

Readng Materials

IMO Member States,with vear of joining

Albania 1993 Algeria 1963
Angola 1977 Antigua and Barbuda 1986
Argentina 1953 Australia 1952
Austria 1975 Bahamas 1976
Bahrain 1976 Bangladesh 1976
Barbados 1570 Belgium 1951
Belize 1950 Benin 1980
Bolivia 1987 Bosnia and Herzegovina 1993
Brazil 1963 Brunei Darussalam 1684
Bulgaria 1960 Cambodia 1961



Cameroon 1951 Canada 1948

Cape Verde 1675 Chiie 1972
China 1973 Colombia 1974
Congo 1975 Costa Rica 1981
Cote d' lvoire 1960 Croatia 1992
Cuba 1466 Cyprus 1973
Czech Republic 1993 Democratic People’ s 1986
Republic of Korea
Denmark 1959 Djibouti 1979
Dominica 197¢ Dominican Republic 1953
Ecuador 1956 Egypt 1958
E! Salvador 1981 Equatorial Guinea 1972
Eritrea 1993 Estonia 1992
Ethiopia 1975 Fiji 1983
Finland 1956 France 1952
Gabon 1576 Gambia 1979
Georgla 1993 Germany 1959
Ghana 1959 Greece 1958
Guatemala 1983 Guinea 1975
Guinea-Bissau 1977 Guyana 1980
Haiti 1953 Honduras 1954
Hungary 1970 Iceland 1960
India 1959 Indonesia 1961
Iran (Jslamic Republic 1938 Iraq 1973
of)
Ireland 1951 Israel 1952
Italy 1957 Jamaica 1976
Japan 1958 Jordan 1973
Kazakhstan 1994 Kenya 1973
Kuwait 1960 Latvia 1993
Lebanon 1966 Liberia 1959
Libyan Arab Jamahiriva 1970 Luxembourg 1991
Madagascar ] 1961 Malawi 1988
Malaysia 1971 Maldives 1967
Malta 1966 Mauritania 1961
Mauritius 1978 Mexico 1954
Monaco 1989 Morocco 1962
Mozambique 1979 Myanmar 1951
Namibia 1994 Nepal 1979
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Netherlands 1949 New Zealand 1960

Nicaragua 1982 Nigeria 1962
Norway 1958 Oman 1974
Pakistan 1958 Panarna 19538
Papua New Guinea 1976 Paraguay 1993
Peru 1968 Philippines 1964
Poland 1960 Portugal 1976
Qatar 1977 Republic of Korea 1962
Romania 1965 Russian Federation 1558
Saint Lucia 1980 Saint Vincent and the 1981
Grenadines

Sac Tome and Principe 1590 Saudi Arabia 1969
Senegal 1660 Sevchelles 1978
Sierra [Leone 1973 Singapore 1966
Slovak Republic 1993 Slovenia 1993
Solomon Islands 1988 Somalia 1978
Spain 1962 Sri Lanka 1972
Sudan 1974 Suriname 1976
Sweden 1959 Switzerland 1955
Syrian Arab Republic 1963 Thailand 1973
The former Yugoslav 1993 Togo 1983

Republic of Macedo-

nia
Trinidad and Tobago 1965 Tunisia 1963
Turkey 1958 Turkmenistan 1993
Ukraine 1994 United Arab Emirates 1980
United Kingdom of 1949 United  Republic of 1974

Great Britain and Tanzania

Northern Ireland

United States of Ameri- 1950 Uruguay 1968
ca

Vanuatu 1986 Venezuela 1975

Viet Nam 1984 Yemen 1979

Yugoslavia 1960 Zaire 1973

Associate Members

Hong Kong 1667 Macau 1990

World Maritime Day .
World Maritime Day is celebrated at the end of September (the exact date is decided upon by
s 9 [—



individual Member States) and enables attention to be focused on a particular aspect of IMO's
work. The themes have been:

1978 —Safety , Welfare and Training of Seafarers

1979 —Safer Shipping and Cleaner Oceans

1980 —Maritime training for safer shipping and cleaner oceans

1981 — Effective global implementation of IMQO' s technical standards for the promotion of

safer shipping and cleaner oceans

1982 —Global co-operation for the prevention and control of marine pollution from ships

1983 —Maritime telecommunications for safety,efficiency and seafarers’ welfare

1984 —Global co-operation for the training of maritime personnel

1985 —Maritime search and rescue

1986 —Global co-operation for safety at sea and the protection of the marine environment

1987 —Maritime legislation for safer shipping and cleaner oceans

1988 —Shipboard management for maritime safety and pollution prevention

1989 —IMOQO: the first thirty years

1990 —Cleaner oceans:the role of IMO in the 1990s

1991 —Passenger and crew safety on board ship

1992 —Marine environment and development;the IMQ's role

1993 —Implementation of IMQ standards—the key to success

1994 — Better standards, training and certification—IMOQ' s response to human error



Lesson Two

International Conventions

Words and Expressions

upsurge [ 'apsa:dz]

tonnage measurement
(ka'lizan]

put into effect

collision

come Into existence
coincide  [kauin'said ]
keep pace with
protocol [ 'proutakol’]
footing  ['futin]
signatory [ 'signatari |
['reetifai ]
Caek'sid]

come into force
['stipjuleit ]
['strind3ant ]

ratify

accede

stipulate

stringent

gross tonnage

a period of grace

Convention Relating to Civil Lia-
bility in the Field of Maritime
Carriage of Nuclear Material,
1971

Special Trade

Agreement,1971

[i'naekt]

Inspectorate

Passenger Ships

enact
(in'spektarit ]
[vad3]

shipowner

shipbuilder

verge

¥

(with)

. (to)

vt.
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