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Sixty years ago, the American philosopher Jacques Barzun published a
now-classic book titled Teacher in America which includes a single sentence
that has haunted me for a long time:" Teaching is not a lost art, but the

regard for it is a lost tradition. "

For Americans, that sentence is as true today as it was sixty years ago,
which is both good and bad news. The good news is that we have many
teachers who refuse to let the art of teaching die—who refuse, for example,
to bow down to the absurd belief that good teaching is no more than a
transfer of information that can be done as well by a computer as by a
living, breathing human being. But the bad news is that these good teachers
do their work under difficult and even demeaning conditions, conditions
bred by an American culture that has lost its regard both for teachers and for

the art of teaching itself.

We Americans have much to learn from the wisdom of China. I know
this personally because of a deep friendship I once had with a Chinese man
whom I met during his year-long stay at a school where I was teaching.

Although our last conversation was some twenty-five years ago, [ still feel
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the imprint of this man’s strong and life-giving spirit on my mind and my
heart. Through him—and through my own study of Chinese history and
philosophy—I know something of the ancient and abiding respect in which
Chinese culture holds both teachers and teaching.

So I am deeply grateful to Professors Wu Guozhen and Sylvia leong,
Dr. U Ngai for translating my book, The Courage to Teach, into Chinese. I
hope that this publication will facilitate a dialogue between educators in our
two countries—allowing Chinese readers to learn something of how we in
America are trying to revive both teaching and our regard for it, and
allowing Americans to learn more about the Chinese culture of respect for

teaching and learning that has enriched civilization for millennia.

All of us who care about education need to work together to help
people understand that teaching and learning are among the most noble, and
urgent, of all human pursuits. The world’s future depends on teachers and
learners who are willing to open both their minds and their hearts to the
wonders around us and within us, to the precious possibilities inherent in

every person, in everyday life, and in our suffering world.

Parker J. Palmer, Ph. D.
Madison, Wisconsin
United States of America

May, 2004
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