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The Father of Taiwan Modern Ceramic Lin Bao-jia
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Preface by the County Magistrate

Preface by the County Magistrate

The Taichung region consists of a vast territory where manifold
ethnic tribes and diverse cultures converge. From the perspective of time,
we are fortunate to have complete records stretching from prehistoric
“Niumatou culture” 4,500 ago up through to today’s “Great Taichung
culture”. Time seems to have stood still for us in our love for our villages
and lands, allowing us to view the colorful lives of those who lived long
ago.

Since 2002, when I was first elected by the people of the county to
serve in county government, I have been continually thinking about local
cultural development, hoping to plant roots and allow the world to
witness the unique customs and unbridled energy that exists on this plot
of land we call home. Although the county’s funds are sometimes
insufficient, as far as this great endeavor is concerned, I have never
looked at it from the perspective of ordinary material gain. The tiniest
sprout today may grow into a towering oak if you give it a century! I am
confident that the once tiny sprouts of culture cultivated with the help of
distinguished scholars and artists are bound to grow and flourish among
Taichung County’s cultural industries and become the pride of the nation
one day.

Up until the recent past, we would not casually brag about the
success of our achievements, but we may say today with some certainty
that we have succeeded in placing Taichung’s cultural industries
alongside the rest of the world. In recent years, the special exhibitions
“Palace Museum One Hundred Ancient Chinese Masterpieces Exhibit™,
“Prague Spring—Alphonse Mucha-the Splendor of Art Nouveau™ and
“King of Kings—Napoleon™ were enthusiastically welcomed by tens of
thousands of visitors. The “Taichung County Dajia Mazu Sightseeing
Cultural Festival” has been viewed by over a million people from around
the world. The cultural activities of the Taichung region have flourished
beyond its boundaries and are eagerly awaited every year by participants
from all over Taiwan.

All of these cultural activities are the result of long-term cultivation,
sowing and reaping. Though this toilsome work is performed to little
applause, we have succeeded in planting the seeds of culture that are
bound to blossom for years to come. The county has organized activities
promoting reading and libraries in rural areas. We established a “Mobile
Artist Exhibition™ to promote a “Touring Exhibition of Taichung County
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Artists” for educational purposes, and we have even combined research
on learning and native village education through the establishment of the
“Niumatou Archeological Cultural Park™. All of these show a concerted
effort to cultivate deep roots for our local culture. The “Artist Archive of
Taichung County” is the first archive in the nation to provide information
on the accomplishments of Taichung County artists and has become
Taiwan’s most complete repository for the historical records of Taichung
artists.

The Artist Archive of Taichung County has put forth the “Oral
History of Taichung County Artists™ project that sets itself apart from the
county government’s past efforts to promote local arts and culture. After
collecting and archiving the works of 210 local artists, we felt it was
necessary to continue our in-depth research in order to allow artistic and
cultural capital to become a basis for future research and development, as
well as a reference point to generate cultural output value.

For this reason, we appointed Ms. Yu Hui-yuan, department head of
National Chin-Yi University’s Department of Cultural and Creative
Industries, and her research team to conduct in-depth research on five
Taichung County artists who are important icons in their own unique
artistic domains. Chosen in particular were the artists Lin Zhi-zhu, Liao
Ji-chun, Yang Qi-dong, Lin Bao-jia, Cao Wei-chu, representing the arts
of Eastern gouache painting, oil painting, watercolor painting, ceramics
and calligraphy respectively. The research group spent two years, from
2008 through 2009, to complete this series of ““Oral History of Taichung
County Artists™. | believe this collection holds significant meaning and
value to the individual artists as well as the study of Taiwan’s artistic
development.

There are no borders along the road to cultural development. Taichung
County has always been praised by everyone in Taiwan for our
flourishing humanities. The truth behind this is evident from the diverse
domains represented by these artists.

Magistrate of Taichung County

Siiang ‘Chang-sheng
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Preface by the Bureau Director

Preface by the Bureau Director

Following the successful promotion of local cultural activities, and
the gradual surge in written works on Taiwan arts and research, we have
come to recognize the necessity for accurate historical documentation in
the study of art history. To protect these historical facts from twisted
interpretation and misrepresentation, we needed to establish a
foundational project for historical materials. Although such a project
would require a great amount of energy and hard work, and it might not
attract as much attention as large-scale cultural events, our sense of a
historical mission tells us that this type of fundamental project is one that
the government has an absolute responsibility to shoulder — even at the
expense of substantial costs and manpower.

Because of this, Taichung County has set the trend by establishing
the very first “Artist Archive of Taichung County”. It is charged with the
responsibility for catalogue arrangement, multi-faceted construction,
preservation, exhibition and research development of the historical data
of Taichung County’s artistic development. We sincerely hope the
establishment of the Artist Archive will not only become a center for the
works, writings, and related data on Taichung artists, but also a
preservation center on the historical documents surrounding Taichung
County artists.

In the past six years, the Artist Archive has taken its first important
step in researching Taichung County’s artistic development. Following
the passing away of many important Taichung County artists, we came to
the realization that as we conduct general surveys and find strategies to
promote arts education, we must simultaneously focus on research as our
principal axis to guide our direction. Historical materials including the
artists” handwritten letters, artistic documents, oral histories and other
related historical data are vastly significant to the research of art history.
These data are scattered in various places, and may disappear with the
passage of time. If we neglect to compile and preserve these artifacts, we
will have no way to research and discuss the artists and their art in a
complete and comprehensive manner. In the future, we may only be able
to explain their art based on existing art works.
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To systematically compile and research the history of Taichung
region’s artistic heritage, this bureau directed the Taichung County
Seaport Art Center from 2008 to draw up plans for an artist archive of
Taichung County. Five artists representative of five unique artistic
domains were chosen as subjects for research: Lin Zhi-zhu, Liao Ji-chun,
Yang Qi-dong, Lin Bao-jia, Cao Wei-chu, representing the arts of
Eastern gouache painting, oil painting, watercolor painting, ceramics and
calligraphy respectively.

We requested National Chin-Yi University’s Department of Cultural
and Creative Industries to proceed with conducting oral histories and
arranging historical data, with the goal to publish their finding in a book
that would accurately portray the bountiful creative careers of these
Taichung County artists. This would help to depict the broad artistic
spectrum of Taichung County within a historical context. °

Here I would like to personally express my respect for the leader of
the project, Ms. Yu Hui-yuan and her research team, and thank them all
for their two-year effort and devotion to publishing the “Oral History of
Taichung County Artists.” I hope in the future this work may bring
together the energies of many differing quarters and implant the spirit of
artistic culture into our hearts.

Director, Cultural Affairs Bureau of Taichung County

Glhon,_Jhith-dheng
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Director’s Preface

Working in the arts begins from holding a belief in beauty; it is a

search and a yearning from the purest depths of the soul.

The “Artist Archive of Taichung County—Phase Two of
Edification Planning—Taichung County Artist Research Plan™ carries
forth the spirit of this mission. The project focuses on five Taichung
County artists who achieved fame and success during the Late Japanese
Colonial Period/Early Republican Period. After two sweltering summers
visiting their dependants, friends, classmates, and conducting in-depth
personal interviews, over twenty artists were eventually interviewed. As
a result, not only were we able to catalogue a record of the writings and
artistic works of these five artists, we also uncovered new historical
material and raised new questions. We hope to supplement any omission
resulting from the limitation of the earlier eras, so that future research
would stand upon deeper foundations.

Nevertheless, researching these five deceased artists within a short
period of time in-depth was no simple feat, not to mention receiving
interviewees® telephone calls, posting letters back and forth,
authenticating manuscripts, and the myriad minute affairs. In order to
complete this challenging mission, we mobilized almost the entire staff
of National Chin-Yi University’s Department of Cultural and Creative
Industries. With myself and the three teachers Li Mei-ling, Shih Shi-yu,
and Chen Zhi-chang at the helm of a group of fine and resourceful
students, and with almost no time for rest, we put forth our efforts day
and night to accomplish the task of investigating the historical
development of Taiwan’s artistic scene. The result is a collection that
includes the works of five distinguished artists: the Eastern gouache
painter Lin Zhi-zhu, oil painter Liao Ji-chun, watercolor painter Yang Qi-
dong, ceramic artist Lin Bao-jia, and the calligrapher and painting
educator Cao Wei-chu.

Director’s Preface
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We are fortunate to have had the opportunity to work on such a
meaningful project, not only because these five artists are truly Taichung
County’s own artists, but because each man is an important
representative of his unique artistic domain. As each man was known as
both an artist and educator, each brought an extraordinary and profound

influence on Taiwan’s development in the arts.

As countries in the world are nowadays placing emphasis on the
preservation of cultural treasures of the era, the Artist Archive of
Taichung County also aims to lead us to think more deeply about the
meanings of cultural art and ways to promote it. I am sure this first step
will not be the final step.

I wish to express my gratitude to everyone who has helped see this

collection of books into publication.

National Chin-Yi University of Technology
Department of Cultural and Creative Industries

VY Hi-yuan



