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Preface to the Chinese Edition

The comparative study of education, in historical terms, has
represented only one aspect of a much wider intellectual project.
This project came into being at the end of the 18th and the begin-
ning of the 19th century. In essence, it corresponded to the idea
of systematically using comparative investigations in order to en-
hance processes both of the discipline formation and of the scien-
tification of quite an array of different fields of study, ranging
from Anatomy through Linguistics to Law, Religion, and, last but
not least, Education. The idea of developing particular branches
of comparative study was, in other words, closely interlinked with
the emergence of the dist'inctively modern concepts of scientific

knowledge and of academic disciplines.

Subsequent developments, however, taken*by Comparative
Education as an institutionalized field of study have largely de-
parted from ideas of this kind. In contrast to disciplines such as
Linguistics or Sociology, in Education the relations of interaction,

implied by the original project, between theory buiiding and cross-
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cultural research have not actually been effective, let alone
continuous. Rather, Comparative Education has always been per-
vaded by contrasting goals, divergent orientations, contending pa-
radigms, and scarcely compatible methodological options. More
recent approaches have even come to eclipse the comparative
analysis of distinct national or cultural units by investigating into
the international nets of relations of dependency and inter-
dependency or by the study of the world-system seen as one single

unit of analysis.

Consequently, analyses seeking to overcome the continuous-
gap, apparently characteristic of Comparative Education, between
promise and ‘performance or, as a critic once put it, between
Phoenix and Dodo might no longer confine themselves to merely
methodological' considerations. Rather, they will gain in depth by
investigating the complex interplay between the various compo-
nents — such as social frames of reference, mental attitudes, phi-
losophical and epistemological premises, theoretical orientations,
" methodological rules, and substantive studies — the differing pat-
terns of which make up the field’s divergent paradigms, Denkstile,
or strands of research. This not merely involves performing the
shift from methodological prescription to socio-historical descrip-
tion which is a characteristic feature of recent changes in the
general metascientific discourse. This means also re-introducting

comparative examination into the metascientific analysis of Com-
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parative Education itself. It is in this sense that the essays assem-
bled in this book, while arguing from different perspectives, and
focusing on diverse issues, are designed to contribute to ‘a more
reflective style’ of conceiving the comparative study of education.
“A more reflective comparative education — a reviewer of the
book’s original English edition maintained — becomes a way to-
ward critical analysis of, and movement past, ideological, theoretic-
al, epistemological, and ontological contradictions.”

Jiirgen Schriewer
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Frankfurt,Spring 1988
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