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WINNER OF BOTH THE NEWBERY AND CALDECOTT MEDALS
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Robert Lawson worked for many years as a commercial artist, winning the Taylor Arms Prize of the
Society of American Etchers in 1931. He received equal acclaim when he turned to children's books. Mr.
Lawson 1s the only person ever to receive both the Newbery and Caldecott Medals, for Rabbit Hill and
They Were Strong and Good respectively. After serving in World War | he married and settled down
i Westport, Connecticut, where he lived at his estate known as "Rabbit Hill." Robert Lawson died in

1957.
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"None of Lawson's folks reached the headlines, but this is their memorial...an expression of the ideal of

individual value on which the destiny of the world depends."”

—N.Y. Herald-Tribune
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"The touch is a light one—vou can trust Robert Lawson to bring his glinting humor into play—bhut

none the less is the book a bit of social history out of the family album."

The Horn Book Magazine
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This is the story of my mother and my father and of their

fathers and mothers.

Most of it | heard as a little boy, so there may be many
mistakes; perhaps | have forgotten or mixed up some of the
events and people. But that does not really matter, for this is
not alone the story of my parents and grandparents, it is the
story of the parents and grandparents of most of us who call

ourselves Americans.
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None of them were great or famous, but they were strong and good. They
worked hard and had many children. They all helped to make the United States

the great nation that it now is.

Let us be proud of them and guard well the heritage they have left us.
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BRI / 00
MY MOTHER'S FATHER
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N>, 7 MY MOTHER'S MOTHER
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MY MOTHER

FRACERIACE / 033
MY FATHER'S FATHER

FACERIEREE / 039
MY FATHER'S MOTHER
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MY FATHER
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MY MOTHER'S FATHER was a Scotch sea captain.
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He sailed the brig Eliza Jane Hopper from New York to the islands of the

Caribbean—to Puerto Rico and Cuba and the Isthmus of Panama.
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He used to bring back presents for his friends—monkeys and parrots, sugar

cane and sometimes Panama hats.
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One time he brought a parrot for one friend and a very fine Panama hat for

another. A great storm came on before they reached New York and my mother's
father had to stay on deck for two days and two nights.

When the storm was over he went down to his cabin to rest.
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The parrot had found the Panama hat and had eaten a great deal of it.

So one friend didn't get his hat, and the other friend a/zos/ didn't get a

parrot.
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