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Introduction of the author

YEN Feihong, born in 1950, a native of Xinzhou,
Shanxi, trained in the graduate class of China Fine Arts
College. Now permanent Vice—president of Beijing Re-
search Institute of Traditional Chinese Paintings, na-
tional fine arts master first grade. Over 200 of his paint-
ings have been selected for exhibitions abroad. Scores
of his paintings have been chosen and kept by national
museums. He was awarded quite a few times nationally
and his achievements have been widely covered in dif-
ferent mass media numbering some one hundred, all
told, including newspapers, magazines, radios and TV
special documentaries.
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WEN Xiang, born in 1932, a native of Changning,
Sichuan. One—time Deputy Head of the office of
Shanxi Provincial Communist Party Committee. Now
member of Chinese Writers’ Association and President
of Shanxi Classical—style Chinese Poetry Research In-
stitute. Among his publications in Chinese are From the
Bottom of My Heart, Stray Poems, Drops of Water and
Selections of Wen Xiang's Classical—style Chinese Poe-
try. Some of his works have been included in Commen-
tary on Contemporary Classical-style Chinese Poetry.
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LI Liulan, born in 1949, a native of Xiangyuan,
Shanxi. Graduated from Philosophy Department,
Shanxi University. One—time researcher, the Policy Re-
search Group of Shanxi Provincial Communist Party
Committee. Now a member of Luliang Prefectural
Communist Party Committee. and concurrently Secreta-
ry of Wenshui County Party Committee. Over the past
forty years, though unable to devote himself completely
to Chinese calligraphy, he has copied different speci-
mens of Chinese calligraphists to absorb their merits-
and improve his art. As a result of his undivided study,
he has created something artistically new.
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SU Yajun, born in 1958, a native of Qingxu, Shanxi
Now Secretary of the office staff of Shanxi Provincial
Communist Party Committee. Fond of taking shots of
transient beauty with a searching artistic eye. He has
had over ten years' extremely satisfactory co—operation
with Mr. Yen in art.
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FOREWORD

This collection the Best of Horses’ Spirit by YEN Feihong,
WEN Xiang, LI Liulan and SU Yajun is to be published soon.

The significance of the present publication lies in the fact
that it has fine paintings, poetry, calligraphy and photography
all in one, a pioneering work of its kind in today’s China.

All the works herein can be enjoyed as an entity of beauty
and the works of each kind of art can be appreciated
separately for its specific admirable aesthetic features —— a
unique success of this volume.

Mr. YAN’s paintings with his bold brush work are of a free
sketch style, highlighting not outer forms, but inner spirit.
Lofty, unrestrained and out of the ordinary, he has a creativity
all his own. Mr. WEN's poetry is fresh, natural, unpretentious,
elegant and smooth, with every day speech intermingled with
poetic diction, rich in philosophic implications and thought—
provoking. Mr. LI's calligraphy, absorbing the merits of many
other calligraphists to break new grounds on his own, is
untrammeled, forcefully elegant and vigorously unsophisticat-
ed and smacking of ancient artistic beauty, all bespeaking the
unstinted efforts he has made to improve his art. Mr.SU’s art
focuses itself on presenting the essence of the original and
bringing its impressive reappearance to the viewers' vision, an
abstract supplementary benefit to the other three categories of
art. The viewers, | guess, will see for themselves all these at-
tractive points | have just mentioned.

Painting horses to bring out their inner spirit is creative ef-
forts, so are versifying for the paintings, copying the poems
artistically and taking pictures of them all. The collection as a
whole displays each artist’s individual talent and all the four ar-
tists’ collective cooperative endeavor for a single theme. No
doubt, this is a happy combination of the best of the horses’
spirit and the best of the artists’ talents. Such a high level of
achievements will not be possible without the artists’ previous
long years’ cultivation of enhancing life experience to the
height of art and an identity of deep understanding and feeling
for what they undertook.

People tend to liken our revolutionary cause and surging
reform movement that has been going full steam ahead to
thousands of horses galloping vigorously ahead. This volume
in this sense is a suitable eulogy to our age and people and
beneficial to our socialist moral education. Hence my great
pleasure in writing this and my co.igratulations to all of them.

LI LIGONG

Taiyuan, Shanxi, summer, 1995
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