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Unit One

President Kennedy’s Inaugural Address

by John F . Kennedy

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born in Brookline , Massachusetts,in 1917
and attended the London School of Economics, graduated from Harvard
University, and pursued graduate study at Stanford University. During
World War 11 he commanded a Navy PT boat, earning the Purple Heart for
his courageous deeds. In 1946 Kennedy was elected to the United States
"~ House of Representatives, and in 1952 he was elected to the United States
Senate.Although he lost his bid for the Vice Presidential nomination on the
Democratic Party’s 1956 ticket led by Adlai Stevenson, he won the party’s
1960 nomination to oppose Richard Nixon for the Presidency.The ensuing
campaign, highlighted by the first television debates, was controversial, but
Kennedy earned a slim victory. His vigorous style and sense of mission
brought a new spirit of idealism to American government, but this spirit
ended abruptly when he was assassinated in Dallas, Texas, in 1963 .With the
possible exception of Abraham Lincoln (and, from another perspective,
Richard Nixon) , John F.Kennedy has been the subjeet of more writing than
any other American president. He was himself an accomplished writer.In
his two books— Why England Slept (1940) and Profiles of Courage (1956)—
he interprets national decisions and dramatizes individual deeds. His
Inaugural Address, is considered a classic example of ceremonial
discourse.

We observe today not a victory of a party but a celebration of freedom, symbolizing an end
as well as a beginning, signifying renewal as well as change. For I have swom before you and
Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three-
quarters ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all
forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And vet the same revolutionary belief for
which our forebears fought is still at issue around the globe, the belief that the rights of man
come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth
from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new
generation of Americans, bom in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter
peace, proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of
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those human rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to which we are
committed today at home and around the world.

Let every nation know, whither it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the
success of liberty.

This much we pledge—and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of
faithful friends. United, there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided,
there is little we can do, for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that
one form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more
iron tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always
hope to find them strongly supporting their own freedom, and to remember that, in the past,
those who foolishly sought power by riding that back of the tiger ended up inside.

To those peoples in the huts and villages of half the globe struggling to break the bonds of
mass misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period is
required, not because the Communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but
because it is right.If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few
who are rich.

To our sister republics south of our border,we offer a special pledge: to convert our good
words into good deeds, in a new alliance for progress, to assist free men and free governments
.in casting .off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey
of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression
or subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know that this hemisphere
intends to remain the master of its own house.

To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, our last best hope in an age
where the instruments of war have far outpaced the instruments of peace,we renew our pledge
of support:to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective,to strengthen its shield of
the new and the weak,and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run.

Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a pledge
but a request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of
destruction unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction.

We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient beyond
doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed.

But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present
course—both sides overburdened by the cost of modem weapons, both rightly alarmed by the
steady spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that
stays the hand of mankind’s final war.

So let us begin anew, remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and
sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to
negotiate. _

Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems which
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divide us.

Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals for the inspection
and control of arms, and bring the absolute power to destroy other nations under the absolute
control of all nations.

Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together let us
explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate diseases, tap the ocean depths and encourage
the arts and commerce.

Let both sides unite to heed in all comers of the earth the command of Isaiah to “undo the
heawy burden-+-[and] let the oppressed go free.”

And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both sides
join in creating a new endeavor, not a balance of power, but a new world of law, where the
strong are just and the weak secure and the peace preserved.

All this will not be finished in the one hundred days. Nor will it be finished in the first one
thousand days, nor in the life of this Administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this
planet. But let us begin. A ‘

In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than mine, will rest the final success or failure of our
course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned to
give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered the call to
service surround the globe.

Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need; not
asa call to battle, though embattled we are; but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight
struggle, year in and year out, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation,” a struggle against the
common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself.

Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East and
West, that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort?

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of
defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility; [
welcome it.I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any
other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light
our country and all who serve it,and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.

And so, my fellow Americans, ask not what your country can do for you;ask what you can
do for your country.

My fellow citizens of the world, ask not what America will do for you, but what together we
can do for the freedom of man.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the
same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our
only sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we
love,, asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God’s work must truly be
our own.



Words and Expressions

almighty /od'maiti/ n. (KB)2REHM(L7)
undoing /'an'duim/ n. BREK:EE
pledge /pleds/ n.wv. Rk, &5
asunder /o'sande/ ad. FREER 4 (k) A AR A
subversion /sab'venfan/ n. R EK
outpace /aut'peis/ ur. F--eee SRR S T s BT/
invective /in'vektiv/ n./a. ERREBEM
writ /rit/ n. AR (]t
unleash /'an'lif/ . FETF e BT SRBR - HYIR O]
engulf /in'galf/ . BFEEA
invoke /in'vouk/ u. Mt s 51 B
civility /si'viliti/ n. AL B TR
belabor /bi'leibo/ ut. BIT—0;RY
eradicate /i'redikeit/ wt. ERRER, R4 1H K
beachhead /'bitfihed/ n. (ZE 1Mk R st , S48 37 R R HE AR
trumpet /'trampit/ n. I, /NS s WS DL 7S
embattle /em'batl/ . .. 0 B(E)SE &
tribulation  /tribju'leifon/ n. M, BBV
forge /fods/ w. (85 1, BiE

Notes

1.Kennedy’s speech is a classic example of ceremonial discourse. It is written more to
inspire and encourage than to inform or persuade.He strongly appeals to his listeners’ pride
and patriotism by frequently using such highly connotative words and phrases as “liberty”,
“freedom”, “the quest for peace”, as well as “human rights”. It is rhythmic and rich with
metaphor and allusion, which give his address a dramatic and poetic tone. Like many Westem
politicians, John F. Kennedy received adequate training to be a public speaker. His inaugural
address is regarded by most Americans as one of the best delivered by an American
president. Some of the phrases and sentences have been frequently quoted.

2. inangural address is an address delivered by the newly elected president on
Inauguration Day, which, since 1937, has been changed to January 20.

3.the solemn oath refers to the presidential cath, which is administered by the Chief
dustice of the U.S. Supreme Court, and is prescribed in the U.S. Constitution. It reads like
this, “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that [ will faithfully execute the office of President of the
United States, and will do the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution
of the United States. ”

4.nearly a century and three-quarters ago refers to the first presidential cath
taken by George Washington on April 30,1789.
. 4 .



5.“the belief that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the
state but from the hand of God” derives from the American Declaration of
Independence.

6.torch s used figdratively to mean the spirit and ideals of the American revolution.

7 .disciplined by a hard and bitter peace there was a great depression in the 1930s
and a cold war after 1945. That is why a “hard and bitter peace” . “to be disciplined” means
to be trained to exercise self-control.

8.the slow undoing of means the gradual abolishing of .

9.This much we pledge--- We pledge this much---. Notice the inversion here.

10.To those peoples in the huts and villages of half the globe:-- The continents

of Africa and Asia constitute almost one half of the world’s land.

11.the Americas refers to North America, Central America, and South America.

12.to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective to prevent the

United Nations from becoming a place for verbal attacks, severe accusations, etc.

13.t0 enlarge the area in which its writ may run to enlarge the area in which the

legal documents of the U.N. (the U.N. Charters) may continue to be valid.
14.that stays the hand of mankind’s final war that stops people or nations from
launching a nuclear war which will destroy mankind; hence “mankind’s final war” .

15.¥saiah a great Hebrew prophet of the 8th century B. C. in the Kingdom of Judah (in
southemn Palestine today) . The Book of Isaiah is a book in the Old Testament of the Bible
attributed to Isaiah. The quotation in the text is taken from Chapter 58, Verse 6; “Is not this
the fast that I have chosen? To loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heawy burdens,
and to let the oppressed go free,and that ye break every yoke?” FH{HR IS K, &M
BRI HIEZB(URLES) ‘

16.Administration ZEB/F

Exercises

A.Answer the following questions on the text.

1. According to Kennedy, how is today’s world different from that nearly two hundred years
ago?

2. What belief does Kennedy think is still at issue in the world today?

3. According to the speaker,who are America’s friends and who are the enemies?

4.What overall pledge does Kennedy make?

5. What request does Kennedy offer to the “adversary”?

6.How long will it need to accomplish all that Kennedy had proposed in his speech?

7.What are some of the common enemies President Kennedy urges all Americans to fight
against?

8. What does Kennedy call upon his fellow citizens to do?

B.Translate the following into Chinese.

1. We observe today not a victory of a party but a celebration of freedom, symbolizing an end
as well as a beginning, signifying renewal as well as change.



2.Let the word go forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has
been passed to a new generation of Americans, born in this century, tempered by war,
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to
witness or permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always
been committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the world.

3. United, there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided, there is little
we can do, for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.

4.To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge:to convert our good
words into good deeds, in a new alliance for progress, to assist free men and free
governments in casting off the chains of poverty.

5. But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present
course—both sides overburdened by the cost of modem weapons, both rightly alarmed by
the steady spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain balance of
terror that stays the hand of mankind’s final war.

6. Now the trumpet summons us again—not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need; not
as a call to battle, though embattled we are;but a call to bear the burden of 2 long twilight
struggle, year in and year out, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation,” a struggle against
the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war itself.

7.In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of
defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility;
I welcome it.

8. Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the
same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you.

C.Fill in the blank in each sentence with the hest word or expression from
the box bhelow, changing its form when necessary.

inaugural at issue temper pledge at odds pass away
convert cast off outpace invective push back  invoke

1. The point is whether we go to the party.

2. Hardships his will.

3.1 myself to fulfill the promise I had made.

4.The enemy was once again .

5.t memories of my childhood.

6. This action is greatly with his previous attitude.

7.He__ his clothes and dived into the swimming pool.

8.He to Catholicism.

D. Circle the right word or expression in the brackets in each of the
following sentences. :

1.1t is my last __ .I shall never ask you anything again. ( quest/request)

2.He lots of poems in his life. (writes/writs)

3. The captain of the ship the passengers that there was no danger. ( assured/

secured)

4.He will sooner or later be for his wicked conduct. (rewarded/prized)
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5. Athletes must stay in (profile/shape) .

6.The hurricane was a great ___ for many people in the area. (misfortune/hardship)
7.1t’'s beyond power to bring a dead man back to life. (moral/mortal)

8.A_ of friends met him at the railroad station. (great/host)

E.Cloze:fill in the missing words. A

Most people would be _ 1 by the high quality of medicine 2  to most Americans.
There is a lot of specialization, a great deal of 3 to the individual,a 4 amount of
advanced technical equipment,and 5 _ effort not to make mistakes because of the financial
risk which doctors and hospitals must _ 6  in the courts if they 7  things badly.

But the Americans are in a mess. The problem is the way in _ 8  health care is
organizedand _ 9 ._ 10 to pubic belief it is not just a free competition system. The
private system has been joined a large public system, because private care was simply not

11  the less fortunate and the elderly.

But even with this huge public part of the system, 12 this year will eat up 845 billion

dollars—more than _ 10 percent of the US Budget—Ilarge number of Americans are left
13 .These include about half the 11 million unemployed and those who fail to meet the
strict limits __14 _ income fixed by a government trying to make savings where it can.

The basic problem, however, is that there is no central control 15  the health system.
There isno _ 16 to what doctors and hospitals charge for their services, other than what
the public is able to pay.The nuraber of doctors has shot up and prices have climbed. When
faced with toothache, a sick child, or a heart attack, all the unfortunate persons concerned
can do is _ 17 up. Two thirds of the population 18 covered by medical insurance.
Doctors charge as much as they want 19  that the insurance company will pay the bill.

The rising cost of medicine in the USA is among the most worrying problems facing the
country. In 1981 the country’s health bill climbed 159 per cent—about twice as fast as prices
20 general.

1.a. compressed b. impressed c. obsessed d. repressed
2.a.available b. attainable c. achievable d. amenable
3.a.extension b. retention c. attention d. exertion
4.a.countless b. titanic c.broad d.vast

5.a. intensive b. absorbed c. intense d. concentrated
6.a.run info b. encounter c. face d. defy
7.a.treat b.deal C. maneuver d. handle
8.a.which b.that c.what d.when
9.a.to finance b. financed c. the finance d. to be financed
10. a. Contrary b.Opposed to c. Averse d. Objected

11. a. looking for b. looking into c¢. looking after d. looking over
12.a.which b.what c.that d.it

13.a.over b.out c. off d. away
14.a.for b.in c.with d.on

15.a. over b.on c.under d. behind

16. a. boundary b. restriction c. confinement d. limit



17.a.to pay b. paying c.pay d.to have paid-

18.a.is being b.are c. have been d.is
19. a. knowing b.to know c.they know d. known
20.a.in b.with c.on d. for

F.Translate the following into English.

HEEEEANF RS, RIOSMARE B CHAE; RIIEES SRS E I L afk, H
ERIMATRHEEIEHR L, XR—HFHANERE, BR—WEREMBROLE, XL
—HEEHIRHHMSRBRBAZEHN BHAHESNHE. XE—TRERPTARZSFHT
REnE, RETMAREREFAIE, XMEREL. EAR—H T2 TROREKEER
BE,HER-HESKIKERARE R FIURARSRE 858,

G.Write a short passage of 150—200 words in English on one topic that

. modern technology has brought about changes in the roles of men and
women.

1. Discuss some of the changes.
2.Do you think these changes have been beneficial?



Unit Two

Americans : A Definition

by John Ernst Steinbeck

One of the generalities most often noted about Americans is that we are a restless, a
dissatisfied, a searching people. We bridle and buck under failure, and we go mad with
dissatisfaction in the face of success. We spend our time searching for security, and hate it when
we get it. For the most part we are an intemperate people: we eat too much when we can, drink
too much, indulge our senses too much. Even in our so-called virtues we are intemperate, a
teetotaler is not content not to drink—he must stop all the drinking in the world; a vegetarian
among us would outlaw the eating of meat. We work too hard,and many die under the strain;
and then to make up for that, we play with a violence as suicidal.

The result is that we seem to be in a state of turmoil all the time, both physically and
mentally. We are able to believe that our government is weak, stupid , overbearing, dishonest , and
inefficient, and at the same time we are deeply convinced that it is the best government in the
world, and we would like to impose it upon everyone else. We speak of the American Way of
Life as though it involved the ground rules for the governance of heaven. A man hungry and
unemployed through his own stupidity and that of others,a man beaten by a brutal policeman,
a woman forced into prostitution by her own laziness, high prices, availability, and despair—all
bow with reverence toward the American Way of Life, although each one would look puzzled
and angyy if he were asked to define it. We scramble and scrabble up the stony path toward the
pot of gold we have taken to mean security. We trample friends, relatives, and strangers who get
in the way of our achieving it;and once we get it we 'shower it on psychoanalysts to try to find
out why we are unhappy,and finally—if we have enough of gold—we contribute it back to the
nation in the form of foundations and charities.

We fight our way in, and try to buy our way out. We are alert, curious, hopeful, and we take
more drugs designed to make up unaware than any other people. We are self-reliant and at the
same time completely dependent. We are aggressive, and defenseless. Americans overindulge
their children and do not like them; the children in turn are overly dependent and full of hate for
their parents. We are complacent in our possessions, in our houses, in our education; but it is
hard to find a man or woman who does not want something better for the next generation.
Americans are remarkably kind and hospitable and open with both guests and strangers; and et
they will make a wide circle around the man dying on the pavement. Fortunes are spent getting
cats out of trees and dogs out of sewer pipes;but a girl screaming for help in the street draws
only slammed doors, closed windows, and silence.

Now there is a set of generalities for you, each one of them canceled out by another
generality. Americans seem to live and breathe and function by paradox; but in nothing are we
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so paradoxical as in our passionate belief in our own myths. We tnuly believe ourselves to be
natural-born mechanics and do-it-yourself-ers. We spend our lives in motor cars, yet most of us-
a great many of us at least—do not know enough about a car to look in the gas tank when the
motor fails. Our lives as we live them would not function without electricity, but it is a rare man
or woman who, when the power goes off , knows how to look for a bumed-out fuse and replace
it. We believe implicitly that we are the heirs of the pioneers; that we have inherited self-
sufficiency and the ability to take care of ourselves, particularly in relation to nature. There isn't a
man among us in ten thousand who knows how to butcher a cow or a pig and cut it up for
eating, let alone a wild animal. By natural endowment, we are great rifle shots and great
hunters—but when hunting season opens there is a slaughter of farm animals and, humans by
men and women who couldn’t hit a real target if they could see it. Americans treasure the
knowledge that they live close to nature, but fewer and fewer farmers feed more and more
people;and as soon as we can afford to we eat out of cans, buy frozen TV dinners, and haunt
the delicatessens. Affluence means moving to the suburbs, but the American suburbanite sees, if
anything, less of the country than the city apartment dweller with his window boxes and his
African violets carefully tended under light. In no country are more seeds and plants and
equipment purchased , and less vegetables and flowers raised.

The paradoxes are everywhere;we shout that we are a nation of laws, not men—and then
proceed to break every law we can if we can get away with it. We proudly insist that we base our
political positions on the issues—and we will vote against a man because of his religion, his
name, or the shape of his nose.

Sometimes we seem to be a nation of public puritans and private profligates. There surely
can be no excesses like those committed by good family men away from home at a convention.
We believe in the manliness of our men and the womanliness of our women, but we go to
extremes of expense and discomfort to cover any natural evidence that we are either. From
puberty we are preoccupied with sex; but our courts, our counsellors, and our psychiatrists are
dealing constantly with cases of sexual failure or charges of frigidity or impotence. A small failure
in business can quite normally make a man sexually impotent.

We fancy ourselves as hardheaded realists, but we will buy anything we see advertised,
particularly on television; and we buy it not with reference to the quality or the value of the
product, but directly as a result of the number of times we have heard it mentioned. The most
arrant nonsense about a product is never questioned. We are afraid to be awake, afraid to be
alone, afraid to be a moment without noise and confusion we call entertainment. We boast of
our dislike of highbrow art and music, and we have more and better-attended symphonies, art
galleries, and theaters than any country in the world. We detest abstract art and produce more of
it than all the rest of the world put together.

Words and Expressions

generality /eno'reliti/ n. Tk T
bridle /'braidl/ wi. BHRINBRE(ELEE); R
buck /bak/ . WAE, foay
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intemperate  /in'temporit/
teetotaler /ti'toutle/ n.
tumoil  / 'tomwil/  n.

overbearing /'ouva'bearin/

a.

a.

governance /'gavenens/ n.

reverence /'revorans/ n.
scramble /'skrambl/  ui.
scrabble /'skrabl/  wi.
trample /'trempl/ .

psychoanalyst  / saikeu'enalist/
self-reliant /'selfri'laint/ a.

complacent /tom'pleisnt/
sewer pipe

paradoxical  /,pars'dokasikal
fuse /fjuz/ n.

implicitly /im'plisitli/ ad.

a.

/

self-sufficiency  /,selfso'fifonsi/

endowment /in'daumsnt/
haunt /ho:nt/ .

n.

n.

a.

n.

delicatessen / delilks'tensn/ n.

affluence /'afluons/ n.
suburbanite  /so'bobonait /
African violet

puritan /'pjueriten/ n.
profligate  /'profligit/ n.
manliness /'menlinis/ n.
womanliness  /'wumeonlinis/
puberty /'pjubeti/ n.
psychiatrist /sai'kaistrist/
frigidity /fri'giditi/ .
impotence /'impotens/ n.
impotent /'impotont/ a.
hardheaded /'ha:d'hedid/
arrant /'zront/ a.
highbrow /'haibrau/ a.
detest /di'test/ ut.
ground rules

bow with reverence toward
-if anything

boast of

abstract art

n.

n.

n.

a.
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