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| am very pleased to introduce the book, Urban Greenway System Optimum Design. The
construction of greenways in China originated from Guangdong and expanded rapidly
in China since 2010. The first parts of cities with greenways constructed in China were
the nine cities in the Pearl River Delta, Guangdong Province. More greenways were
later built in Beijing and more than 60 cities in other provinces including Hebei and
Fujian. Greenway construction, when done well, has the potential to not only greatly
improve residents' quality of life, but also to put into practice the new concept of
"green travel, low carbon life", providing a safe and convenient way to travel. Despite
the rapid expansion of greenway construction in China, however, there are many
common design problems relating to connection, continuity, separation accessibility
and services. These are key areas of greenway performance, and improvements are
needed as key factors to ensure high quality greenway designs.

The Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP) was founded in 1985
and had been headquartered in New York. IDTP is a non-profit organization whose
purpose is to promote environmental, economic and social aspects of sustainable
transport policies and support exemplary transport programs. ITDP dedicates itself to
public transport (particularly mass transit systems), the promotion of non-motorized
transport, transportation demand management, and improvement of land-use
planning.

ITDP has carried out greenways and NMT research and project design for 20 years.
Now ITDP has a world-class greenway expert team. As soon as the construction
of greenways began in China, ITDP was involved in the design, planning and
construction process. In the past few years, ITDP has been committed to enhancing
good greenway design and planning in Chinese cities including Guangzhou,
Dongguan, Huizhou, Tianjin, Beijing, Wuhan and Yichang drawing from local and
international experts. This research includes development of urban greenway
planning and design principles in several cities. ITDP hopes that these efforts will help
in the process of greenway construction in China in the future.

ITDP's work is not only about the construction of greenways, but is also committed to
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promoting the development of sustainable transport around the world. ITDP plays an
important role when the World Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and the
Asian Development Bank set their urban transport policy. In addition, at the United
Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, ITDP plays an important role in
the strategy, and edits the transport policies of the United Nations Development
Programme. In March 2010 ITDP was registered in China as the Guangzhou Modern
BRT and Sustainable Transport Institute, in order to promote sustainable modes of
transport and urban development. ITDP has signed cooperation memoranda with
the cities of Guangzhou, Lanzhou, Tianjin, Wuhan, Harbin and Yichang, so that ITDP
can provide technical support while these cities continue their traffic projects in areas
of BRT,NMT, greenways, bike sharing and parking management. The Guangzhou
and Yichang BRT corridors planned with key inputs from ITDP, which both include
greenway components, have received major international prizes. ITDP looks forward
to having the chance to achieve similar successes in more cities in the future.

I

Karl Fiellstrom
Regional Director, East & Southeast Asia, I[TDP
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Development History of Green
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The world's first greenway was constructed in 1867. It was the Boston Public Garden greenway in the United States, designed by Frederick
Law Olmsted. 7he Pan- European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy, made in 1996 provided a fundamental framework for the greenway
construction in various European countries. After one century's theoretical research and constructive practice, especially after the definition
of greenway in 1980s, greenway has become an international movement and is developed in fast speed. The world has thousands
international, national and regional greenways. The construction of greenway system gradually become mature and improved. It has
become a significant measure to enhance civilian's living standard and to solve the ecological and environmental issues.
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The greenway construction in China was carried out in a
late start. In China, the construction of greenway started
after The Pearl River Delta Greenway Network Master Plan Outline,
which was sanctioned by Guangdong province in 2010.
The beginning of greenway construction in Guangdong




