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The Tortoise and
the Ducks
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The Tortoises” shell® 1 his house
He has to carry it on his back® all the
time, 50 he can never leave home This
was 3 punshment® from Zeus lor being
lazy.* because he refused * 10 go 1o Leus
wedding

[he Tortoise became very sad when he
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The Tiwtarw uind i Thadd |

saw other animals move about* frecly and
swiftly * He want=d to see the world like
they did, but the howuse on his back and his
short legs made It impossible

One day the Tortoise told two ducks his
sad story

“We can help you to sec the world” said
the Ducks. “Bite® down hard on this stck
with your mouth, and we will fly you high
up in the sky so that you can see the world
No matter what™ happens,® do not speak
Or you'll regret® it very badly™

The Tortolse was very pleased * He bit
down on the stick as hard as he could, and
the Ducks took hold of* cach end and
began to fly into the air The pair of Ducks
flew high tn the sky. and the Torloise
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A Story 01 A

A Midsummer
ﬂ\ﬁgﬁt’s Dream

FREBAFHFARITR—ITA. AT, FHREAIR
FrS BN BALEE, PRUART NREFLF.

Hermia and Lysander were in love.
Hermia’s father, however, wished her to
marry another man, named Demetrius.

Now, in Athens, where they lived, there
was a cruel® law. Any girl who refused to
marry according to™ her father’s wishes
could be put to death.* When Hermia



Story 01 A Midsummer Mgﬁt's Dream 3

refused to marry Demetrius, her father
became very angry. He eventually* brought
her before the Duke* of Athens and asked
for her to be killed if she still refused to
obey* him. The Duke gave her four days to
think over* the matter™ and said that if she
still refused to marry Demetrius by the end
of the fourth day, she would have to die.
Lysander, of course, was mad with
grief,” and he decided that the best thing
for Hermia to do was to run away to his
aunts house. His aunts house was beyond
the reach of* that wicked* law, and there
he could rejoin* Hermia and marry her.
But before she left, Hermia told her friend

Helena what she was going to do.

midsummer n. {1 ® cruel adj. 2% accoding to &
# put...to death 3% - FH|4FEH| eventually adv. &%, &
J& Duken. /0% obey v. #M think..over %/ mattern. =
i griefn. {5/> beyond the reach of... "7 SEEA  wicked
adj. ‘ESH rejoinv. =5
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Helena had been Demetriuss sweetheart™
long before his marriage with Hermia
had been arranged.* Being very silly like
all jealous™ people, Helena could not see
that it was not poor Hermia’s fault that
Demetrius wished to marry her instead of*
his own lady, herself. She knew that if she
told Demetrius that Hermia was running
away to the wood outside Athens, he would
follow her.

“But then I can follow him, and at least
['ll be able to see him.” Helena said to
herself.

So Helena went to Demetrius and told
him about her friends plans.

Now this wood where Lysander was
to meet Hermia, and where Helena and
Demetrius followed them, was full of
fairies.* On this night in the wood were
the King and Queen of the fairies, Oberon

and Titania. Fairies are very wise, but now



