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~Unit 1 Geographic Features and —
Natural Landscapes

Introduction

Geography covers the study of place and space; the location and distribution of
features on the Earth’s surface; human activities, the natural environment and the
connection between the two. The geographic environment gives birth to various
natural landscapes. diversified animal and plant species, and distinct life styles,
religious beliefs,eating habits and aesthetic values in different regions and countries.
As the foundation for human development, geographic environment has significant
impact on human civilization and cultural exchanges which can not be overlooked.
Therefore, the basic knowledge about the geographic realms and features is
fundamental for the study on major destination countries for Chinese tourists as well as

the further study of world culture. (113 words)

| Lesson 1 Landforms and Natural Landscapes |

Oral Practice: Read the following dialogue and practice with your partner.
R: Rachel D:Dad

R: So,what’s your plan for the next two weeks? Dad,do you still want to stay in
Beijing, visiting cultural relics like the Forbidden City(%2%53%) ,the Temple of Heaven
(K1z)and the Great Wall({< ) 2

D: Er,actually,no.

R: So,what do you think?

D: I would suggest we enjoy some natural landscapes in Yunnan. Though it would
be an exhausting journey there,we can always enjoy beautiful views on the way.

R: Are there any interesting tourist sites for us to visit?
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D: Sure,we can go to climb the Yulong Snow Mountain(E 3 1l1). The mountain
is located north of the famous ancient town of Lijiang (il YLy #k) ;and I heard it’s one
of the most popular tourist destinations in Yunnan Province. You know what.it is the
southernmost snow-capped mountain in China and the one and only place you can ski
in South China.

R: And?

: And we can enjoy lots of things different from cities. What do you think?
. Compared to mom’s opinion, I prefer your plan. But that’s not perfect either.
. All right,where do you want to go?

. If I tell you.you promise me that you won’t laugh it off.

Ox 0 ®U

: I won’t,go ahead! (221 words)
Text Reading

Landforms arc natural features of the landscape, natural physical features of the
Earth’s surface, for example, canyons, plateaus, mountains, plains, hills, loess and
glaciers. The diversity of landforms creates splendid scenic spots for visitors
worldwide. Landscape comprises the visible features of an area of land,including the
physical elements of landforms such as(ice-capped) mountain ranges, hills, water bodies
like streams, rivers, lakes, ponds and the sea; living elements of an area of land
including indigenous vegetation; human eclements like different forms of land use,
buildings and structures; and transitory elements such as lighting and weather
conditions. The physical elements have been interacting with the living elements and
human elements for years and years. The Earth has a vast range of natural landscapes
including the heavily forested or wooded landscapes like tropical forests;icy landscapes
of Polar Regions (4} Hfi) ; widespread desert landscapes; mountainous landscapes; vast
grasslands; coastal landscapes and islands; and biological landscapes in different climate
zones. Human civilization has contributed a lot to enrich the magnificent natural
landscapes. The following is a general view of different landforms and natural landscapes.

The Grand Canyon(#l T H; & KilEH)

The Grand Canyon is a steep canyon
shaped by the Colorado River' in the State of
Arizona® in the United States. With hundreds
of rocky points rising from the bottom, it

extends 446 km long, up to 29 km wide and

reaches a depth of over 1, 800 meters. The

Grand Canyon is one of the Earth’s few

The Grand, Canyon natural landmarks visible from space and was
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selected by UNESCO?® as one of the protected natural heritage in 1979.

The PampasGE THET & /5)

Also known as “South American Pampas
Grasslands (#§ 3¢ % J&)” or “ Grasslands of
Argentina' ([ #2 4 52 J51) 7, the Pampas is located
in central and eastern Argentina in South Amer-
ica,covering an area of about 760,000 square
kilometers. These vast plains contain unique

wildlife because of the different terrains

»

around it. “Pampas” is from Indian Quechuan

The Pampas

language’ , meaning “treeless prairie”, which is
one of the relatively unique vegetation types in South America.

The Wet Tropics of Queensland( B 1 £ ;8 #H /I #K)

The Wet Tropics of Queensland® takes up about 8,940 km® of the wet tropical
forests in Australia. It was added to the World Heritage Site ({538 = #b) list in 1988
because of its breathtaking beauty, overwhelming biodiversity and ancient forests. It has
the densest concentration of primitive flowering plant families worldwide and it is
home to about one third of Australia’s 315 mammal species, 13 of which are not found

anywhere else over the world. ’

- s

The Wet Tropics of Queensland The Alps

The Alps (B /7R 8 87 1L Bk)

The Alps,the youngest and highest mountain system in Europe,are about 1,200

kilometers long with the broadest section over 260 kilometers wide. They stretch across
the western and southern part of the European continent, crossing eight Alpine
countries from Austria and Slovenia® in the east, Switzerland’ , Liechtenstein'® , Germany,
France to the west and Italy and Monaco'' to the south in a broad arc. The highest peak,
Mont Blanc' ,situated on the border between France, Italy and Switzerland, rises 4,807

meters above sea level. Glacial landforms are widely distributed in the Alps.

003
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The Sahara Desert (#{14 fiib i)

The Sahara Desert is a broad, flat barren
land covered with wind-swept sand. It is the
world’s hottest desert and largest erg. Located
in the northern portion of Africa and covering
over 9,000,000 km®, it stretches from the Red
Sea'’, including parts of the Mediterranean"

coasts,to the outskirts of the Atlantic Ocean'” .

The Sahara Desert The African continent is divided into two parts

by the Sahara,North Africa and southern black

Africa(sub-Sahara Africa' ), with striki-ngly different climates and cultures. Due to
the high temperatures and dry conditions of the Sahara Desert, the plant life in this
area is sparse and includes only about 500 species.

The Mediterranean Sea(ih /1 3#5)

The Mediterrancan Sea is the largest int-
ercontinental sea that stretches from the Atlantic
Ocean on the west, to Asia on the east and
separates Europe from Africa. The features of
the Mediterranean Sea are determined by the
fact that it is almost completely enclosed by

land. With few tides and waves, it is charac-

terized by its impressive deep blue water, espe- ;
cially around the Greek islands. It is significant J e Mediferranean Sea

for Western civilization, because it was an imp-

ortant route for merchants and travelers of ancient times. The coastal area of the
Mediterranean Sea is typical of the combination of natural landscape and cultural
landscape. (754 words)

<Notes

1. Colorado [ kole'ra:deu] River #% $if £ (7 T 36 E PG g 77 , B PG &F v L 7 19
)

2. State of Arizona [ @ri'zeuna| WA|FEIFM (EEFERGIHHMEMMZ—)

3. UNESCO [ju:'neskou] ¥t& HEH AL CH L (£ United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, EBEGEHIE FHN LM Z —, HEZ 5 2R #E
F B2 R e gy m i E bR AR

4. Argentina [ a:dzen'tina] PARZE (BF E W H A E )

5. Indian Quechuan [ka'tfuran] language ESE% % EWid CURE“ R ETIE”, &
MEMEFERWNIES
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6. Queensland [ 'kwinzlend ] B+ 2 M (3 T8 K F I AR AL , 2 AR W 58— K HD

7. It has the densest concentration of primitive flowering plant families world-
wide and it is home to about one third of Australia’s 315 mammal species, 13 of which
are not found anywhere else over the world. %345 T K30 A 4> BR B 55 42 109 I 0f T A6 A
VIR, WARRIW W 315 Ml FLsh P A =52 — W8 16X H s B AR i ax Kb gy
13 Fofr 2t 550 Al DX R 8 R B

8. Slovenia [slo'vimnia] H# ¥ CJE W (R Wik e WAL FE” , 7 T h B g #)

9. Switzerland [ 'switsolond] Fi -+ (BEFS il B 52, 255 DA E R A0 10 He ok 5, A “ KR
=H"Z )

10. Liechtenstein [ 'liktenstarn | 31| 37 2+ % (B4 [ X B 4E H & Xk vE ik E %,
7 iy 5 B8 b 1) 5 5] 22 0, Ry A b A A A SR N i 22—

11. Monaco [ 'monokov ] BEGYRF (L T 12 [ 5 56 04 3 50 B 5K, 200k T4 45 X 9 1t
A /N EFO

12. Mont Blanc [blegk] )i (SRR (1 B0, J2& Bl R B 30 1L 0% o5 e, 03 F 3 [§
fY b 5% BL AR AN B K A 1) O S ak B IT B 4 28 LA )

13. Red Sea Lt (AE YN A< I 5 A1 BT H7 A7 2 5 22 8] (9 8% K o 8)

14. the Mediterranean [ imedita'rernion ] iy w7 i CHH: 55 & oA 14 ki 16 ¥ , 9k b T 1
PN R ity e T =1 A i 0 25 T S 9 K P £ PR )

15. the Atlantic [t'lentik | Ocean & P4 7 CHERAE — A0, N BR B AL 0T 20%)

16. sub-Sahara [ 'sabiso'haira] Africa a7 ARG B HE M (B FR“ AR

“Words and Expressions
landform ["lendform | n. I, 5
landscape ['lendskeip] n. RS, SR
physical ['fizikl] adj . AR (FHH
canyon ['kenjon ] n. k2
plateau ['pletou ] n. &R
plain [plemn] n. s, H
loess ['lou1s | n.#%+
glacier ['glasia(r) | n. oK), vkia]
indigenous [1n'didzenas ] adj . AR H, + 4 + K
vegetation [ivedsza'terfn] n. Y, B
transitory ['traensatri | adj . BE7E 0, 5585 1
tropical ['tropikl] adj . AR, BRI
coastal ['koustl ] adj . W F IR
landmark ['lendmak | n. BbR, LA
terrain [tao'remn ] n. HijE , H#

prairie ['prear1] n. KEJR, K5
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dense
primitive
mammal

arc

glacial

erg

outskirt

sparse
intercontinental
enclose

route

interact with

a vast range of

take up

be characterized by

[dens]
['primativ]
['meml]
[ak]
['glerf1]
[=g]
['autiskait |
[spas ]
[iintakonta'nentl ]
[1n'klovz |
[ru:t]

EAPHEAETAFE,

« Exercises

1. Read the following statements and decide whether they are true (T) or false(F)

according to the text.

1. Landforms are features of the landscapes in different regions.

2. Human civilization has contributed a lot to enrich the natural lan-
dscapes.

3. The Grand Canyon is the only landmark visible from space and was

selected by UNESCO as one of the protected natural heritage in 1979.

4. The grasslands of the Pampas are vast plateaus located in central and

eastern Argentina in South America.

adj . BEW  FER
adj . R85 #

n. HE3Y

n. 5 CEE)
adj . 7K1 9

n . Y i

n. i ZBIX

adj . WL # A 1
adj . B9, P BR Y

IR, TIZ R
[Eﬁvt—}i%

3. The Wet Tropics of Queensland is home to about 100 mammal species

in Australia,13 of which are found nowhere else over the world.

6. The Alps stretch across the western and northern part of the

European continent,crossing eight Alpine countries.

7. The Sahara is the world’s hottest desert and it divides the African

continent into two parts— South Africa and northern black Africa.

8. The coastal area of the Mediterranean Sea is characterized by the

combination of natural landscape and cultural landscape.

I . Fill in the blanks with the information from the text.

1. The Earth has a vast range of natural landscapes including the heavily forested
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or wooded landscapes like tropical forests;icy landscapes of ; widespread
desert landscapes; mountainous landscapes; vast grasslands; coastal landscapes and
islands;and biological landscapes in different climate zones.

2. The Grand Canyon is a steep canyon shaped by the in the State
of Arizona in the United States.

3. The highest peak of the Alps, , situated on the border between
France,Italy and Switzerland. '

4. The Sahara Desert stretches from the Red Sea. including parts of the Med-
iterranean coasts,to the outskirts of the

5. The Mediterranean Sea is an_ intercontinental sea that stretches from the

Atlantic Ocean on the west, to Asia on the ecast and separates from

II. Understanding of the text.

1. Define the terms “landform” and “landscape”.

2. List the different types of natural landscapes according to the text.

3. Discuss with your partner and explain why geographic environment has

significant impact on human civilization and cultural exchanges.

Supplementary Reading
Top 8 Views and Scenic Stops in the U. S.
(Abridged)

By Salena Lettera
In the past seven years, Salena Lettera and her co-driver , boyfriend Ed Godfrey ,
have visited all 49 of the continental U. S. states. They have also gone “ off road” to see

the scenic natural beauty the country offers.

Crater Lake,Oregon ({# #h X A 1L #)

Formed nearly 7, 700 years ago by the
collapse of Mount Mazama (33 4 & ‘k 111 ) , this
blue caldera lake draws nearly half a million
people a year. The deepest lake in America, it

is fed entirely by rain and snowfall, which also

makes it one of the purest. There are more
than 20 scenic overlooks from which you can
i 5 Crater Lake,Oregon
take beautiful pictures.

Highway 101,Oregon (& £1X 101 52 &iEL)

Standing atop Neahkahnie Mountain (fif K J& LI ) , looking down on the beach at

Manzanita( 2+, JE ), 1 got my first sweeping glimpse of where the ocean ends and
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euphoria begins. The horizon was slightly arched, with the water following the
curvature of the earth. We spent the night,waking to the sound of crashing waves.

Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) ,California(in | X ¥ BRE T EAKIBL)

Apart from the movie stars, nothing seems to get more attention in California
than its coastline. State Route 1,commonly referred to as the PCH, snakes over 600
miles with scenery as dramatic as any Hollywood blockbuster. Peony-pink sunrises
greet the day. Coastline colours change from slate grey to moss green to ochre in a
matter of miles,and beg to be photographed. You may even hear yourself gasp.

Theodore Roosevelt National Park, North Dakota( b Fft M R Z FHIEERLAE)

Seven miles cast of Medora (#ff Z $i7) , bison greet you in the parking lot of this
state park’s visitor centre. There are no fences. no barriers, nothing separating you
from the wildlife. North Dakota wasn’t meant to be tamed: these are the Badlands (5
Hi)after all. The landscape resembles layers of wild,wavy.earth-toned ribbons. And the
air is undoubtedly fresh.

White Sands National Monument,New Mexico( T2 BN ANV ERLEE)

Between Roswell (% #f 45 /8 ) and Las
Cruces($i7 il 72 & %£ 7)) is a 275-square-mile area
of pure white crystal known as White Sands.
What you’re seeing is not actual sand, but the
world’s largest gypsum dune field. surrounding

you on all sides. It may feel as if you've left

planet Earth: the superfine sand in your

White Sands

hands—and you will scoop handful after
handful-—drops through your fingers like quicksilver.

Cape Ann,Massachusetts( 5 =& ZE N 2= )

Traveling around the edge of Cape Ann is like being in a 19th-century novel.
Majestic homes perch on rocky shores, bleak in winter, gorgeously lush in summer, and
stormy when the mood strikes. Cape Ann is America’s oldest working seaport and art
colony. It’s classic New England:an abundance of fresh seafood, beautiful beaches and
old-fashioned fishing villages.

Chattanooga to Nashville, Tennessee( [ 44 78 | ZF 2 52 N E {1+ 4 RIBEL)

It’s easy to see why Chattanooga,spread along the banks of the Tennessee River( FH 44 7
7)) ,is called the Scenic City. Lookout Mountain (/5 % 4% 1l1) , which straddles three states, is
the main attraction. And this is where you will find Ruby Falls (£ 5 £ % 47 ) , America’s
highest underground waterfall. On the way to Nashville, you will cross Monteagle Mountain
(ZEHH& IR , whose long,steep gradient feels as endless as its scenery.

US Highway 1,Florida(# F BiAMEE 1 SEAKIBEL)

South of Miami, just past the edge of the Everglades National Park (i3 % # EH %K



