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“A Literary Engagement” is an argumentative essay about the functions of literature.

Vargas Llosa rose to fame in the 1960s with novels such as The Time of the Hero (1963), The
Green House (1965), and the monumental Conversation in the Cathedral (1969). He continues
to write prolifically across an array of literary genres, including literary criticism and journalism.
His novels include comedies, murder mysteries, historical novels, and political thrillers. Several,
such as Captain Pantoja and the Special Service (1973) and Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter
(1977), have been adapted as feature films.

Many of Vargas Llosa’s works are influenced by the writer’s perception of Peruvian society
and his own experiences as a native Peruvian. Increasingly, however, he has expanded his range,
and tackled themes that arise from other parts of the world. Another change over the course of
his career has been a shift from a style and approach associated with literary modernism, to a
sometimes playful postmodernism.

Like many Latin American authors, Vargas Llosa has been politically active throughout his
career; over the course of his life, he has gradually moved from the political left towards the right.
While he initially supported the Cuban revolutionary government of Fidel Castro, Vargas Llosa
later became disenchanted. He ran for the Peruvian presidency in 1990 with the center-right
Frente Democritico (FREDEMO) coalition, advocating neoliberal reforms. He has subsequently
supported moderate conservative candidates.

His first novel, The Time of the Hero, was published in 1963. The book is set among a
community of cadets in a Lima military school, and the plot is based on the author’s own
experiences. This early piece gained wide public attention and immediate success. Its vitality
and adept use of sophisticated literary techniques immediately impressed critics, and it won the
Premio de la Critica Espafiola award. Nevertheless, its sharp criticism of the Peruvian military
establishment led to controversy in Peru. Several Peruvian generals attacked the novel, claiming
that it was the work of a “degenerate mind. ”

In 1965, Vargas Llosa followed The Time of the Hero with The Green House, about a brothel
called “The Green House” and how its quasi-mythical presence affects the lives of the characters.
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The novel immediately received an enthusiastic critical reception, confirming Vargas Llosa as an
important voice of Latin American narrative. Some critics still consider The Green House to be
Vargas Llosa’s finest and most important achievement.

His third novel, Conversation in the Cathedral, was published in 1969. The novel attacks the
dictatorial government of Odria by showing how a dictatorship controls and destroys lives. The
persistent theme of hopelessness makes Conversation in the Catbedral Vargas Llosa’s most bitter
novel.

In 1971, Vargas Llosa published Garcia Mdrquez: Story of a Deicide as his doctoral thesis,
which was later published as a book. Although Vargas Llosa wrote this book-length study about
his then friend, Nobel prize-winning Colombian author Gabriel Garcia Marquez, they have not
spoken to each other in more than 30 years. In 1976, Vargas Llosa punched Garcia Mdrquez in
the face in Mexico City, ending the friendship. Neither writer has publicly stated the underlying
reasons for the quarrel. Despite the decades of silence, in 2007, Vargas Llosa agreed to allow part
of his book to be used as the introduction to a 40th-anniversary edition of Garcia Marquez’s One
Hundred Years of Solitude, which was re-released in Spain and throughout Latin America that
year.

Following the monumental work Conversation in the Cathedral, Vargas Llosa’s output
shifted away from more serious themes such as politics and problems with society. His first
attempt at a satirical novel was Captain Pantoja and the Special Service, published in 1973. This
short comic novel offers vignettes of dialogues and documents about the Peruvian armed forces
and a corps of prostitutes assigned to visit military outposts in remote jungle areas. These plot
elements are similar to his earlier novel The Green House; it is just that the form has changed.

From 1974 to 1987, Vargas Llosa focused on his writing, but also took the time to pursue
other endeavors. In 1975, he co-directed a motion-picture adaptation of his novel, Captain
Pantoja and the Secret Service. Following that unsuccessful production, he was elected President
of the International PEN, a worldwide association of writers. During this time, Vargas Llosa
constantly traveled to speak at conferences organized by internationally renowned institutions,
such as the University of Jerusalem and the University of Cambridge.

In 1977, Vargas Llosa published Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter, based in part on his
marriage to his first wife, Julia Urquidi, to whom he dedicated the novel. Aunt Julia and the
Scriptwriter is considered one of the most striking examples of how the language and imagery
of popular culture can be used in literature. The novel was adapted in 1990 into a Hollywood
feature film, Tune in Tomorrow.

Vargas Llosa’s fourth major novel, The War of the End of the World, was published in 1981
and was his first attempt at a historical novel. This work initiated a radical change in his style
towards themes such as messianism and irrational human behavior. As in his earliest work, this

novel carries a sober and serious theme, and its tone is dark. His bold exploration of humanity’s
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propensity to idealize violence, and his account of a man-made catastrophe brought on by
fanaticism, earned the novel substantial recognition. Because of the book’s ambition and
execution, critics have argued that this is one of Vargas Llosa’s greatest literary pieces. Vargas
Llosa claims that this book is his favorite and was his most difficult accomplishment.

After completing The War of the End of the World, Vargas Llosa began to write novels that
were significantly shorter than many of his earlier books.

The Feast of the Goat, a political thriller, was published in 2000 (and in English in 2001).
According to Williams, it is Vargas Llosa’s most complete and most ambitious novel since The War
of the End of the World. The book quickly received positive reviews in Spain and Latin America,
and has had a sigxﬁﬁcant impact in Latin America, being regarded as one of Vargas Llosa’s best
works.

In 2006, Vargas Llosa wrote The Bad Girl, which journalist Kathryn Harrison approvingly
argues is a rewrite (rather than simply a recycling) of the French modernist Gustave Flaubert’s
classic novel Madame Bovary (1856). In Vargas Llosa’s version, the plot relates the decades-
long obsession of its narrator, a Peruvian expatriate, with a woman with whom he first fell in love

when both were te‘e‘nagers.

1.V S. Naipaul: Trinidadian-British writer, in full Sir Vidiadhar Surajprasad. Naipaul was born
in Trinidad on August 17, 1932. This Trinidadian writer of Indian descent known for his
pessimistic novels set in developing countries won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 2001.
(Paragraph 2)

2. Dostoevsky (1821—1881): in full Fyodor Mikhaylovich Dostoevsky, a Russian fiction writer,
essayist and philosopher whose works include Crime and Punishment and The Brothers
Karamazov. Dostoevsky'’s literary output explores human psychology in the troubled
political, social and spiritual context of 19th-century Russian society. Dostoevsky is recognized
as one of the greatest and most influential writers of all time. (Paragraph 6)

3. Tolstoy (1828—1910): in full Leo Tolstoy, or Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy, a Russian writer
widely regarded as one of the greatest of all novelists. His masterpieces War and Peace and
Anna Karenina stand, in their scope, breadth and vivid depiction of 19th-century Russian life,
at the very peak of realist fiction. (Paragraph 6)

4. Balzac (1799—1850): in full Honoré de Balzac, a French novelist and playwright. His magnum
opus was a sequence of almost 100 novels and plays collectively entitled La Comédie Humaine,
which presents a panorama of French life in the years after the fall of Napoléon Bonaparte in
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1815. Due to his keen observation of detail and unfiltered representation of society, Balzac is

regarded as one of the founders of realism in European literature. (Paragraph 6)

.Mann (1875—1955): in full Paul Thomas Mann, a German novelist, short story writer, social

critic, philanthropist, essayist, and 1929 Nobel Prize laureate, known for his series of highly
symbolic and ironic epic novels and novellas, noted for their insight into the psychology of
the artist and the intellectual. (Paragraph 6)

. Faulkner (1897—1962): in full William Faulkner, a Nobel Prize-winning American author.

One of the most influential writers of the 20th century, his reputation is based on his novels,
novellas and short stories. Most of Faulkner’s works are set in his native state of Mississippi,
and he is considered one of the most important Southern writers. He is now deemed among

the greatest American writers of all time. (Paragraph 6)

. Kafka (1883—1924): in full Franz Kafka, one of the major fiction writers of the 20th century.

He was born to a middle-class German-speaking Jewish family in Prague, Austria-Hungary,
presently the Czech Republic. His unique body of writing—much of which is incomplete and
which was mainly published posthumously—is considered by some people to be among the
most influential in Western literature. His stories, such as The Metamorpbosis (1915), and
novels, including The Trial (1925) and The Castle (1926), concern troubled individuals in a
nightmarishly impersonal and bureaucratic world. (Paragraph 6)

8. James Joyce (1882—1941): an Irish expatriate author of the 20th century. He is best known

10.

11.

for his landmark novel Ulysses (1922) and its controversial successor Finnegans Wake (1939),
as well as the short story collection Dubliners (1914) and the semi-autobiographical novel A
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916). (Paragraph 6)

. Marcel Proust (1871—1922): a French novelist, essayist and critic, best known as the author

of A la Recherche du Temps Perdu (in English, In Search of Lost Time; earlier translated as
Remembrance of Things Past), a monumental work of twentieth-century fiction published in
seven parts from 1913 to 1927. (Paragraph 6)

Berlin Wall: a physical barrier separating West Berlin from the German Democratic Republic
(GDR) (East Germany), including East Berlin. It came to symbolize the Iron Curtain between
Western and Eastern Europe. The wall separated East Germany from West Germany from the
day construction began on August 13, 1961 until the Wall was opened on November 9, 1989.
During this period, at least 136 people were confirmed killed trying to cross the Wall into
West Berlin, according to official figures. The fall of the Berlin Wall paved the way for German
reunification, which was formally concluded on October 3, 1990. (Paragraph 8)

the Balkan tragedy: referring to the Kosovo War which occurred after the peace negotiations
failed in February 1999. When the war ended on June 11, 1999, it left Kosovo in chaos and
Yugoslavia as a whole facing an unknown future. (Paragraph 8)
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12. Kant’s thesis: The democratic peace theory holds that democracies—usually, liberal
democracies—never go to war with one another. In his essay “Perpetual Peace” written in
1795, Immanuel Kant (1724—1804) said that a majority of the people would never vote to
go to war, unless in self defense. Therefore, if ;a.ll nations were republics, it would end war,
because there would be no aggressors. Other explanations have been proposed since, but
the modern theory is principally the empirical claim that democracies rarely or never fight.
(Paragraph 12)

13. Walter Benjamin (1892—1940): a German-Jewish Marxist literary critic, essayist, translator,
and philosopher. He was at times associated with the Frankfurt School of critical theory. As a
literary scholar, he translated Baudelaire’s Les Fleurs du Mal as well as Proust’s In Search of
Lost Time. His work is widely cited in academic and literary studies. He may have committed
suicide in Portbou at the Spanish-French border, attempting to escape from the Nazis.
(Paragraph 14)

14. Charles Baudelaire (1821—1867): a French poet, critic and translator. A controversial figure in
his lifetime, Baudelaire’s name has become a byword for literary and artistic decadence. At the
same time his works, in particular his book of poetry Les Fleurs du Mal (The Flowers of Evil),
have been acknowledged as classics of French literature. (Paragraph 14)

15. Karl Popper (1902—1994): an Austrian and British philosopher and a professor at the London
School of Economics. He was born in Vienna (then in Austria-Hungary) in 1902 to middle-
class parents of Jewish origins, both of whom had converted to Christianity. In 1928 he earned
a doctorate in Psychology and taught secondary school from 1930 to 1936. He published his
first book The Logic of Scientific Discovery in 1934. In 1937, the rise of Nazism and the threat
of the Anschluss led Popper to emigrate to New Zealand and then move to England in 1946.
Counted among the most influential philosophers of science of the 20th century, he wrote
extensively on social and political philosophy. He is known for his vigorous defense of liberal
democracy and the principles of social criticism. In The Open Society and Its Enemies and The
Poverty of Historicism, Popper developed a critique of historicism and a defense of the “Open
Society.” (Paragraph 14)

16. Totalitarianism: a concept used to describe political systems whereby a state regulates nearly
every aspect of public and private life. Totalitarian regimes or movements maintain themselves
in political power by means of an official all-embracing ideology, a single party that controls
the state, control over the economy, regulation and restriction of free discussion and criticism,
and widespread use of terror tactics. The term has been applied to many states including

Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy and so on. (Paragraph 14)




