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There have emerged some founding emperors in Chinese history
who shook heaven and earth and turned things around. They
were the founders of their respective dynasties. Almost every
one of them lived a legendary life, attaining brilliant merits and
achievements. It is these founding fathers who opened new
chapters in Chinese history and brought forth fresh vitality to China.
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> Reunification of China by

the First Emperor of the
Qin Dynasty

Qin Shi Huang (the First Emperor of
the Qin Dynasty) was the first founding
emperor who reunified China. He
ascended the throne at the age of 13,
began the management of state affairs in
person at the age of 22, completed the
great cause of eliminating the six nations
of Han, Zhao, Wei, Chu, Yan and Qi at
the age of 39 and ruled the country for
a total of 37 years. Qin Shi Huang was
the first to establish the emperor system,
abolished the system of enfeoffment (a
form of feudalism) and replaced it with
the system of prefectures and counties.
He also unified the writing system of
the Chinese language, the currency
system, and also the measurement
systems. During his reign, he fought the
Huns in the north, conquered Baiyue

tribes in the south and built the Great
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Portrait of the First Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty

Qin Shi Huang (the First Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty, 259 B.C.-210 B.C.), named Ying
Zheng, was the founding emperor of the Qin
Dynasty. He was a great statesman, reformer,
strategist and military commander of China.
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Wall. He ushered China into an era of
grand unification and laid down the
foundation of the political system lasting
2,000 years in China. He produced far-
reaching effects on the Chinese as well
as world history and is therefore praised
as the unique emperor through the ages.
Although Qin Shi Huang achieved
remarkable things during his lifetime,
he was also a tyrant who imposed
despotic rules over the people. The Qin
Dynasty lasted for only two generations
and Qin Shi Huang had inexcusable

responsibilities for its demise.
Reunification of China

Toward the end of the Warring States
Period (475 B.C.-221 B.C.), many wars
waged among the seven states of Qi,
Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao, Wei and Qin,
areas engaged in fierce competition
regarding their military, politics and
diplomacy. After ascension to his
throne, Ying Zheng, monarch of the Qin
State, gradually secured his absolute
authority. Starting from 230 B.C., Ying
Zheng launched a comprehensive war of
reunification against the six other states.
In 230 B.C., the Qin army marched
into the State of Han, which barely put up

any resistance before its capital city was
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Qin Shi Huang and Jing Ke, the Assassin

In 227 B.C., in an effort to deter the Qin's
assault, the prince of Yan sent a warrior, Jing
Ke, to assassinate the Qin Shi Huang. The
assassination failed
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quickly seized. Han was finished as an
independent state.

In 225 B.C., the Qin army assailed
Wei's capital city Daliang, and met with
strong resistance. However, the Qin army
adopted a strategy that diverted the water
of the Yellow River into Daliang. Three
months later, the city walls collapsed and
the Wei State was eliminated.

In 224 B.C., the Qin army attacked
the State of Chu and captured Fu
Chu, the King of Chu. The Chu State
then enthroned a new monarch. In the
following year, however, when the Qin
army defeated Chu again, they slew the
new king and eliminate Chu.

In 229 B.C., the Qin army attacked
the State of Zhao. The Zhao army was
led by the country’s famous general Li
Mu. Both sides were locked in stalemate
for a whole year. Then Qin decided to
sow discord among the enemy and bribed
Guo Kai, the minion favored by the King
of Zhao, in order to frame Li Mu. Li Mu
was consequently put to death by the
King of Zhao. After that, the Zhao army
was left with no one to lead its resistance
against the Qin army. Zhao was then
inevitably conquered by Qin in 228
B.C. when the Qin army stormed Zhao's

capital city Handan. The State Zhao was
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perished in 222 B.C.

In 226 B.C., the Qin army attacked
the State of Yan and successfully
captured Yan's capital city, Ji. The king
of Yan moved to Liaodong. However, the
Yan State was perished as well in 222
B.C.

In 221 B.C., the Qin army
commenced an assault on the State of Qi,
and met with barely any resistance before
it took Qi’s capital city, Linzi. The Qi
State was exterminated.

From its assault on Han to the
destruction of all the six states, Qin spent
only 10 years unifying China. Qin’s
annexation of the other six states marked

the end of the disintegrated state of China
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Scene of a Battlefield on the Patterned Bronze Ware (Warring States Period,

475B.C.-221B.C.)

&

T ER

sioJedwy buipunoy



&

s1059dW3 UBDUY

HHSD

i B L2
“HELE RRERBCIRANERENRR, XLtESANEF. £,
®. B, X B R XtEENFE, #ET7, BEZEEERR. ATTH221
F, RERETRE-MEREFE, -7 +E,

The Seven Warring States

The Seven Warring States collectively refers to the seven strong vassal states during the Warring
States Period. These seven states were the states of Qi, Chu, Yan, Han, Zhao, Wei and Qin. They
occupied their own land but waged wars among themselves year round. It wasn’t until 221 B.C.
but that the Qin State successfully eliminated all the other six states and reunified China.
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Situation Map of the Seven Warring States
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since the Spring and Autumn Period and
Warring States Period (770 B.C. -221
B.C.). China was established as a unified

and centralized feudal state.

Origin of the Title “Emperor”

Prior to the Qin Dynasty (221B.C.-206
B.C.), the title for the highest ruler in
China was “king”. However, the First
Emperor of the Qin Dynasty (Qin Shi
Huang) believed that he accomplished
more achievements than any of the
previous kings and therefore changed
his own appellation to “emperor”. Qin
Shi Huang was the first one in Chinese
history to use the title “emperor”.
Therefore, he proclaimed himself the
First Emperor so that all the successors to
the throne were called by their generation
number, such as “the second generation”,
“the third generation”™ and so on.
Thereafter, the title of “emperor” became
the proprietary title of the supreme ruler
in Chinese feudal society.

After establishing the title of
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Wax Statue of the First Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty
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“emperor”, Qin Shi Huang reformed the
administration system of the central and
local governments in order to reinforce
the centralization of state power. Three
state councilors and nine ministers were
set up in the central government and
the prefecture and county system was
implemented in local administration.

The three councilors referred to the
prime minister, the general inspector and
the grand commandant. As head of all the
officials, the prime minister carried the
responsibility of assisting the emperor
in dealing with various political affairs
of the country. The general inspector
was responsible for overseeing and
supervision work and helping the prime
minister to handle public affairs. The
grand commandant assisted the emperor
in managing military affairs. He was

the highest military officer in the central
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Jade Belt Hook (Qin Dynasty, 221 B.C.-206 B.C.)
The belt hook was used by ancient Chinese noble people as well as scholars and warriors.



« ZAZORE

Ceramic Ware with the Bow-string Pattern
(Qin Dynasty, 221 B.C.-206 B.C.)
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government and held the authority to lead
troops into battle, although the power
to mobilize the army was still in the
€MmPperor’'s possession.

The nine ministers were the officials
under the three councilors who were in
charge of different administrative affairs
of the imperial court and the country.
They were led by the prime minister,
the general inspector and the grand
commandant respectively, taking direct
orders from the emperor.

The prefecture and county system
divided the country into 36 prefectures
(later, with the expansion of Qin's
territory, several more prefectures
were added so that by the end of the
Qin Dynasty, there was a total of 48
prefectures established). Prefectures
were the highest local administrations
set up by the Qin Dynasty, whose affairs
were handled by the prefecture governor,
the prefecture commandant and the
supervisor. Counties were the second-
level administrative bodies under the
prefecture, run by the county magistrate,
deputy magistrate, county commandant
and history recorder. The appointment
and removal of prefecture governors and
county magistrates were determined by

the emperor.
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Unification of Writing, Currency and

Measurement Systems

Due to the long co-existence of the
seven states during the Warring States
Period (475 B.C. -221 B.C.), the writing,
currency and measurement systems
differed greatly from state to state. After
Qin Shi Huang reunified the country, he
put great effort into the unification of
writing, currency, as well as measurement
in order to strengthen his rule and solidify
the unity of the country.

In 221 B.C., the First Emperor
of the Qin Dynasty (Qin Shi Huang)
promulgated the edict of “writing in
the same characters”, setting the small
seal script of Qin as the standard script.
In addition to the small seal script, the
clerical script was also widely used
during the Qin Dynasty (221 B.C.-206

B.C.). The characters written in the
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Inscribed Wooden Tablets (Qin Dynasty, 221
B.C.-206 B.C.)

Prior to the invention of paper, people used to
write words on long and narrow pieces of bamboo
or wood, called “bamboo slips” and “wooden
slips” respectively. Wider bamboo and wooden
pieces called “bamboo tablet” and “wooden tablet”
respectively were also used.
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Bamboo Slips from the Qin Dynasty (221B.C.-
206 B.C.)

This is the earliest sample of writing in ancient clerical
script ever discovered in China, with smooth strokes
in an elegant style.

clerical script involved using straight
strokes that were easy to write. It was not
in use across wider society but was widely
used in official documents at all levels of
government apart from a small number
of important edicts. The unification of the
writing system by Qin Shi Huang was
conducive to the unity and development of
China. Since then on, the basic structures

of Chinese characters were established.

At the same time, Qin Shi Huang also
ordered the unification of the currency
used in the country. First, he took back the
Mo —Hk e . e, BUFZ5H coinage rights of the state by prohibiting
HAGE R local and private coinage. Next, he ordered

[, Zi5% FA% 4% that gold and copper coins should be
M. g s mAL I E 5 . established as the legal currency. Copper
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W T T 2. BIGRE 1T of the currency created more markets and

coins were round in shape with a square
hole in the center, which later became
the basic shape of the currency used in

China’s feudal society for more than
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Engravings on Mount Yi (Imitated Inscription by Later Generation)

The most well known trace of Qin's small seal script nowadays is the stone carvings left by Qin Shi Huang
during his inspection tour of the country. During his reign, Qin Shi Huang made successively five inspection
tours and inscribed seven stones with words to publicize his merits and record his deeds. Engravings on
Mount Yi is one of these stones, carved in the standard small seal script
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the measurement system of Qin as

the standard, including the length



