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Schools in Australia vs. Schools in the United States

In the United States, children between the ages of five and sixteen are required to attend school (go to

w

chool ) . In Australia children between the ages of six and fifteen are required to attend school with the

o

xception of Tasmania. In Tasmania children attend school until the age of sixteen. Kindergarten is required in
he United States,but not in Australia,

-

Australia’s four-term school year begins in February with a two-week holiday between terms. The fourth
d last term ends on December 20. The Christmas holiday is also with the end of school and the beginning of

the summer vacation ( holidays) . The students return to school in February. In the United States, children have
their summer vacation from June until August.

Australia’s primary or elementary school includes grades one through to six. Secondary school consists of

ade seven through to twelve. All secondary students wear uniforms to school. Students in public schools in

the United States do not wear uniforms at school.

1 Students in the United States eat a hot lunch at school. Australian students do not.
In Australia large schools are found in cities along the coast. The small schools are located farther out in
e countryside. A teacher in the country may teach all grades, with only one or two students in a grade.
Students living far from the city attend “Schools of the Air”.
They listen to the teacher on the radio each day when it’s time for school. Students have their own

‘1.
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books. They answer questions over the microphone. The teacher asks them to do some homework. The
completed homework is mailed to the teacher. It is discussed over the microphone , corrected and mailed back.

In the United States some children attend school at home. Their parents are their teachers!

True or False( H¥i FIIDFRERSTENAS, FSNA T "R, AMISHE"F"HBR) -
The students are between the age of six and fifteen in Australia at school.

The children attends school at age of 16 in Tasmania.

Students doesn’t wear uniforms at school in Australia.

We can find large schools in cities along the coast in the United States.

Summer vacation is from June to August in schools in America.

Some students attend school at home in America.

Mo o=

Secondary students wear uniforms to school in Australia.
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(A)

Climbing the highest mountains in the world is not an easy job. One has to fight bad weather ,illness and
fear. But the American 13-year-old boy Jordan Romero is not afraid. He will climb Asia and the world’s
highest mountain, Mount Qomolangma. He set out on April 11. His parents and 2 guides will climb with him.
He plans to take two months for his climb. “I'm ready. But if I don’t succeed,I’ll try next time,” he said.

Jordan will also do his math homework and some book reports in the two months. He will write diaries
( B13%) about this climb. “My father told me that I can do this only if I can keep up my schoolwork,” he
said.

Jordan has already climbed the highest mountains of six other continents( X 4 ). When he was 10, he
climbed the highest mountain in Africa. If he succeeds this time, he will become the youngest person to the

top of the world’s highest mountain.

True or False( MK FIIQF2ENFERNAE, FENAE"T"RE, REASHAF RR) :
1. Jordan is afraid of the bad weather and illness while climbing.

2. Five people will climb together with Jordan.

3. Jordan’s father allows him to climb the mountain only if he can keep up his schoolwork.

4

. Jordan will set up a new world record this time if he succeeds in climbing up Mount Qomolangma.

(B)
Bill was going to visit Wang Dawei in Chongqing for several days. Before he left America,Bill tried to
learn about Chinese food and Chinese ways of doing things. He wanted to be polite. He learned that most

people in China eat rice,drink tea,and take off their shoes when they go into a friend’s apartment. Bill even
-



learned to use chopsticks.

At the same time, Wang Dawei learned about American food and American ways of doing things. He
wanted to be friendly. When Bill came to Wang’s house , Dawei told him to keep his shoes on. Later they went
out for dinner. They ate pizza and drank Coke. The next few days,they had breakfast in a coffee shop and ate
hamburgers in a fast-food restaurant.

On his way back to America, Bill was thinking about why he never ate rice or drank tea or ate with
chopsticks. He never took off his shoes when he visited Wang’s family. He thought that living in China was

just like living in America.

True or False( ¥ FIIDFRBRSENARS, HEMWA T RN, MISHE“F R/R) :

5. Bill learned about Chinese food and other things before coming to China.

"

6. [Bill knew most Chinese eat rice ,drink tea and wear their shoes in their houses.
7. Wang Dawei was friendly to Bill,so they went to the restaurant to eat Chinese food.
8. Finally Bill didn’t have Chinese food at all.
9. Wang Dawei made Bill feel at home at last.
(C)
PLACE :Beijing Museum WE’VE MOVED
TIME :every Monday in June Please come to our housewarming, and help us
PRICE: ¥ 50 celebrate in our new house,8:00 p. m. on
TIME:7:00 p. m. ~10:00 p. m. May 30.
There are 120 000 pieces on show here. Belle and Paula
You can see the whole of Chinese history. 44 Wright Avenue
It’s always interesting to visit. Tel .555 — 2981

Dear Li Lei,

Thank you for your letter. We have an autumn holidays called Thanksgiving. In Canada,
amilies always celebrate Thanksgiving together. We will go to my grandparents’ house. I hope
ou can have Thanksgiving with us one day. Please write soon.

Celia

True or False( LK TIDFBRERFER/NAT, HIEHA"T" RR, ATSHA"FRR) :
10. On Monday,you can see the whole of the world history at 9:00 p. m.

11. Yon can spend 50 yuan visiting Beijing Museum on Mondays in June.

12. Belle and Paula have just moved to a new house.

13. This letter is from Li Lei to Celia.

14. Canadians usually get together with their families on Thanksgiving Day.
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(D)

It was Sunday and we were sitting at the table when father suddenly smiled and said to us, “Oh, dear
me. I forgot to tell you the good news. There’s a letter from Granny. She’s coming to see us this afternoon.
I’'m going to meet her at the station. ” With these words he went out.

How happy we were! We hadn’t seen Granny for half a year and missed her very much. After lunch my
mother and I went shopping. We bought a lot of food that Granny liked. My sister cleaned the house. It was
four o’clock when we finished and we sat around the table, waiting for Granny. At last the door opened and in
came my father,a lone. “Where’s Granny?” we asked. Father laughed and said, “ April Fools!” “Today is
April 1st,April Fool’s Day( B AF).”

After we heard this we all laughed, too.

True or False( MM FIIDFREFEENAT, FENA"T"R/N, AKESHWAEF" &R :
15. Father was happy,because he got a letter from Granny.

16. Father went out to his office before he finished his lunch.

17. Granny wanted to see us on April 1st,because that day was Sunday.

18. My sister did some cleaning at home that day.

19. Everyone may play a joke on April Fool’s Day.

(E)

What makes 15,000 men and women take off their jackets on a cold day in April and run for hours or
more through the streets of greater Boston? I was one of those runners. The race is called the Boston
Marathon.

“I could do that,” T said.

“No,you couldn’t,Ted,” my friend Ed replied.

“Want to bet( 378 )7 1 said. That’s how it happened.

I had never run more than eight miles before ,and here I was training for over three times that length. To
make matters worse, since the race is in April,I had to run throughout the winter, and in Boston, winters are
cold. For most people, just putting on their shirts, sweaters, jackets, and hats is exercise enough. I found
myself out on the dark January streets, jumping over snow banks and running along icy sidewalks. Even in
gloves, my fingers got so cold that they looked like red carrots ;my nose didn’t get warm until lunchtime !

Finally ,the big day arrived. The weather was cold, with ice and rain. Bang! The gun sounded, and we
were off. Well, I didn’t really go anywhere at first because I was standing behind so many people 1 had to wait
for them to move. It was like being in a traffic jam,so I jumped up and down to stay warm.

At first, the running was easy. The other runners just seemed to pull me along. Somewhere around the 20-
mile mark I even caught myself thinking. “ This is nothing. Why did I train so hard?”

That’s when I hit “the wall”. “The wall” is what marathoners call the point at which your body simply
runs out of gas. My legs turned to rubber;my arms turned into pieces of wood. I was almost falling down. I
can’t remember anything about the last five miles of the race.

I kept running though. At least,that’s what Ed told me at the finish line.

“You looked good,” he said. “How did it feel?”

Jd
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“Terrific,” I lied. I wasn’t going to let him get the last laugh.

True or False( HBf FHOFREMFEHXAT, ASHA"T" RN, MISHRAF R :
20. From the passage we knew that Ted ran in the Washington Marathon.
21. The writer’s fingers looked like red carrots when he was running along icy sidewalks.

22. Based on the article , someone must be willing to train many hours and put in a lot of miles to prepare for
a marathon.

23. “To hit the wall” means” your mind reaches a point where it stops working and you can’t continue. ”
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True or False( XM FHIDFREFSENAS FENA T RR, AESHIRM"F"RT) :

o o b

FOR SALE( 4 )

ROSE COTTAGE
- £ 115 000
+ Built in 1750

+ 2 bedrooms, bathroom,

living rooms, kitchen
Beautiful garden, 20

metres long

- 50 metres from the sea

+ 2 kilometres from the

shops and town centre

SEAVIEW

®£ 135 000

@ Built in 1927
® 3
bathrooms, living room, 2
kitchen,

bedrooms, 2
dining rooms,
study

® Garage

@ Garden ,30 metres long
® 500 metres from the

shops and town centre

@®PARK HOUSE

@£ 95 000

@ Built in 1975

@3 bedrooms, bathrooms,
living rooms, kitchen,
breakfast room

@ Big garage

® Small garden, 8 metres
long

@®1. 5 kilometres from the
sea

@50 metres from the town

centre ,next to the park

Seaview 1s newer than Park House.

Park House is smaller than Rose Cottage.

Seaview hasn’t got a garage.

Park House has got a bigger garden than Rose Cottage.

Seaview is the farthest from the sea.

Park House was built in 1975.

-6

. Seaview have 30 metres long from the shops and town centre.
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(A)

The first people who drank tea were the Chinese, because the bush grew wild all over the south of China.
They liked the taste,and found that the drink could refresh( 1845 ¥ 4 ) them.

People living in Europe first learned about tea growing and drinking from a book printed in Italy in
1599. The writer said that tea was a wonderful medicine. Although people in Europe knew about tea in 1599,
it was another fifty years before the first tea from China reached Holland (# 2£).
| A few years later,tea was brought overland from China to Russia. The long difficult journey was made
over mountains and across deserts( iV ).

The new drink reached England in 1657. It was sold at one of the coffec houses. Only the very rich
eople could afford to drink.

e}

rue or False( UM FHIBFREFSEXNAS, FENA T 'R AMESHA"FRT) :
Chinese people found that tea could refresh people first.

Tea is a kind of medicine according to a book printed in Italy.

Four countries were mentioned in the passage.

Russia knew about tea earlier than England.

N W = -

People in Europe first know about tea inl657.

Milk is good for our health and some people have milk every day. But last September the drink caused

reat worries throughout our country. Thousands of babies became ill after drinking Sanlu milk powders with
ielamine( =R EAR).

Melamine is a chemical matter which will do harm to people’s health if we eat it. It is usually used for

aking plates and plastics. It can produce Kidney Stones( % #: % ). But some milk collectors put it into milk

to make it seem protein-rich( ‘& 2% @G /).
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So far, four babies have died of kindney failure( '§ % 38 ) from drinking the milk. And China’s Health
Ministry says more than 6 200 other babies have been taken ill.
The news makes thousands of parents worry about their babies and have their children examined in the

hospitals.

However,it’s not only a problem for Sanlu. The government tested milk powders of all 109 baby milk
makers in China. 22 of them failed the test.

Chinese government says they’ve done their best to save the children. They’ve arrested( i ) 12 people
and dismissed( #{ 3 ) several governmental officials.

True or False( XM FIIDFBEFTERNAS  FEHE"T KRR, ARHENHF R'R) :
6. Melamine is a kind of disease.

7. Drinking much milk may cause Kindey Stones.

8. 22 of 109 kinds of baby milk powders have problems.

9. So far,less than 6 000 babies have been taken ill.

10. Twelve people were arrested because of the milk accident.

(c)
Pearl S. Buck( %2k + @ %) was a very popular American writer of her day. She was famous for her
books about China. Pearl S. Buck was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature(i% N 2 L% %) in 1938.
The writer was born in West Virginia, America. She spent almost half of her long life in China. Her
. youth was spent in Jiangsu Province,,China. he learned to speak Chinese before she could speak English. Her
mother had traveled widely in her youth and liked literature very much. After being educated by her mother
" and by a Chinese teacher,Pear] S. Buck went to school in Shanghai at the age of fifteen. She continued her
. education in the United States at a Woman’s College to study psychology( « #2242 ) . After graduating in 1914,
she returned to China as a teacher. In the 1920s her family moved to Nanjing. There she taught English and
‘ American literature at a university.
As a writer, Buck’s book, The Good Earth ,appeared in 1931 and sold quite well in its first year. It has
been translated into over thirty languages. In 1938 she became the third American to win the Nobel Prize for
. Literature. By the time of her death,Pearl had published( i 42 ) more than seventy books. Pearl S, Buck died
' in March,1973,just two months before her 81st birthday.

True or False( ¥ FIIOFBETSREXAS, FENM T RN, FARHSHRF"RR) :
11. Before she went to school in Shanghai,Pearl S. Buck studied all by herself.
. 12, Pearl S. Buck was known to many people for her books about China.
13. In 1914 ,Pearl S. Buck worked as a literature teacher at a university in Nanjing.
14. Pearl S. Buck went to study literature at a Woman’s College in America.
15. Pearl S. Buck won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1938 and published over seventy books in her life.

(D)
I have never taken cooking classes. I learned cooking from my mother because she was really interested
8.
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in teaching me how to cook. The main reason for this was because when my mother got married, she didn’t
know how to cook anything ,not even an egg. My grandmother never allowed her to stay in the kitchen when
she was cooking.

My mother did not start to cook until she was twenty-five years old. In the beginning, it was very hard
for her. Therefore, she had to take cooking classes to prepare( 4 4 ) our meals. After having that experience,
she decided to teach me how to cook because she didn’t want me to have the same experience.

I remember when 1 was seven years old, I started to learn cooking from my mother. Sometimes we
prepared the meals that my mother already knew how in make, and sometimes we prepared meals from
recipes. Thanks to that experience ,now I don’t need any help to cook a meal. I can cook for myself or for a
group of people,it doesn’t matter. I will do the same with my children because I don’t want them to have the

same experience as my mother. If one day I am not with them,I want to be sure that they can continue their
life without me.

ue or False( MM FIIDFREMNESRNAST, FEHNA"T" RN, AMIEHRF"RR) :
. The author learned cooking from her mother because they all liked cooking.

. The author’s mother learned cooking by taking cooking classes.

. The mother began to learn to cook when she was seven years old.

9. The author learned cooking only by preparing the meals she knew quite well.

D) el

. The author will do as her mother to make her children know the way of cooking.

(E)

Computer technology has become an important part of people’s life. This technology has its own special
ords. One well-known computer word is Google. It is the name of a popular “search engine( 5| %)” for the
Internet. People use the search engine to find information about almost any subject on the Internet. The people
¢ho started the company named it Google because in math google is a very large number—one hundred zeros
follow the number one. When you “Googie” a subject,you can get a lot of information about it.

i If you Google someone ,you might find that person’s name on a blog. A blog is short for a Web log. It
ié a personal Web page. Some people write blogs to express their opinions and ideas over the Internet. Some
11‘se them to share their lives with faraway friends or family. Others write blogs to help them deal with
sickness ,money problems or to choose movies to see or books to read. Some people add information to their

blogs every day. People who have blogs are called bloggers.
L.
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True or False( MM FHIDFREFSENRE, HEWA T RE, RISHEF /) :
21. Google and Blog are two kinds of popular search engine.

22. One can use Google to search the Internet for all information he wants.

23. People may use Google to share their opinions or ask others for help.

24. Bloggers ought to add information to their blogs every day.

25. From the passage we can infer( #%7) that computer technology is changing people’s life.
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1. F &7 :Seaview & T 1927 # ,Park House 6 & T 1975 &, FIUMFLEHH, 2 F #7F:
Park House H 3 MNEFE 1V AR ENNEBEEZENANBEABRT. BEHR W Rose Cottage & X, Rose
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7. T £ 7~ :Park House 5 2 T 1975 £
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