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Flying Apsaras in Dunhuang Caves

Flying Apsaras is the highest artistic achievement among Dunhuang frescos,
also one of the parts most beloved by many people. It almost becomes the
representative and symbol of Dunhuang art. The essence of Flying Apsaras art
is "flying", the creation and expression of animated feeling is the key of Flying
Apsaras art. It expresses the attitude of flying with turning body, sketches the
outline of light posture with smooth and vivid lines, and also expresses the
briskness of flying with dancing skirt girdle full of rhythmic feeling, which
gives people a kind of feeling riding on the wind, leisurely and carefree, break-
ing through any kind of material restriction, and walking to and fro among the

boundless cosmos. This is the wnigue artistic charm of Flying Apsaras.
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Inside Niche Flying Apsaras (Double Bodies)
No. 285 Grotto  West Wei Dynasty
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South Wall Flying Apsaras (Double Bodies)
No. 285 Grotto  West Wei Dynasty
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South Wall West Side Kick Back Purple Golden Crown Flying Apsaras
No. 428 Grotto North Zhou Dynasty
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North Wall Flying Apsaras (Double Bodies)
No. 249 Grotto  West Wei Dynasty
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Niche Ceiling Paradise Dancing and Singing Performance and Flying Apsaras
No. 321 Grotto  Beginning of Tang Dynasty
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