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Preface

Quality is the life

Promoting the quality of higher education has become an urgent demand in
information age and the national common sense. National Education Reform and
Development of Long-term Planning Programs (2010—2020) has proposed that
quality improvement is the core task of higher education. Hu Jintao, the general
secretary of the CPC, has proposed that constantly improvement in educational
quality was the lifeline in higher education in Tsinghua university centennial
conference speech. It is an important mission for higher education to train high-
level expertise and top-notch creative talents for national construction needs, and is
to be of great mission to technological innovation, cultural heritage and social
service.

What is the higher educational quality, and how to improve it? Quality and
Assurance: Hold the Lifeline in Higher Education wrote by some researchers from
southwest university (SWU) is an important achievement, which this university
faces the problems of higher educational quality, conducts the relevant study and
reform for many years, and holds the quality lifeline. Chongging is the national
central city in upper reach of the Yangtze River, coordinative urban and rural

reform experimental zone. This vibrant city is for the completion of the western
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economy, trade and education Heights and work hard in China. SWU is one of the
national key university and “211 University”, and SWU is only one university
with pedagogy key discipline and doctoral program in higher education in
Municipality Chongging. The scholars and graduate students from college of
education, research institute of higher education and other relevant colleges at
SWU conducted some theoretical and Empirical analysis on quality and assurance
in higher education, and made a positive contribution to the educational heights in
Chongqing and West China.

The book contains two parts: one is about what is the higher educational
quality; the other is about the quality assurance system. The contents contain
comparison between quality concepts at home and abroad in higher education .
definition of higher educational quality and relevant concepts, “Quality Project”
construction, quality standard and index system, development index. theory and
mode of the quality monitoring, practice mode and management system .
monitoring subjects; curriculum and teaching quality . national excellent course .
hidden curriculum, learning attitude and study style in college students, cultural
interest and aesthetic orientation, women’s courses and female college students’
values, academic standards and misconducts, higher vocational education in
westem minority regions; training mode on the normal students, free normal
education, rural college students’ employment; university spirit, system.
autonomy , legislation for university, degree structure, Self-enrollment ., leadership
of women in university, withdraw mechanism in college teachers, and so on. Some
of them are current hot and key topics on the studies of the quality and assurance in
higher education.

SWU is a key comprehensive university, under the direct administration of the
Ministry of Education. It was newly established in July 2005 through the incorporation
of former Southwest China Normal University and Southwest Agricultural University.
On the basis of efforts to achieve comprehensive development, SWU has been
deliberately maintained and strengthened their special characteristics in normal
education and agricultural education respectively, has the courage to explore
innovative, has taken the characteristic achievements of leading and national

attention. A series of characteristic reform achievements have been published




specially in the end of the book ( Addition), including rural economy by science
and technology under coordinative urban and rural areas, “Shizhu Mode” with
enterprise-university-research cooperation, reform of “2 + 1 Semester System” |
in-post teaching practice in normal students, creation of comprehensive education
major in free normal students, which reflects SWU wisdom in the characteristics of
schools, deserving your consideration.

Combination of qualitative and quantitative research methods is another
feature of the book. Of which, such as investigation and statistical analysis on the
status of quality and quality assurance, expert inquiry analysis on the quality
standards, construction in higher educational development index, provide an
empirical basis for the theory, and Empirical results provides support for the
theory deepening. The research method and attitude with combination of theory and
empirical data should be actively promoted in the institute of social science.

The book’s publication coincides in Chongging city, “2011 International
Forum on Higher Education” . I believe the content — rich work will give a lot of
inspiration for all readers, and will play an important role in promoting the
research of quality of higher educational quality, promoting improvement in the

quality of higher education.

Yuan Zhenguo
July 31, 2011
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