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Story 32

Humu Di Intones Poems and Visits the Netherworld

Vice has never failed to come home to roost;
Do nothing evil to gain wealth and fame.
Just as sure as water drips from the eaves,
Retribution never misses the mark.

It is said that the most treacherous court minister of the Song dynasty
was Qin Hui [1090-1155],! courtesy name Huizhi, a native of Jiangning.
He was born with a peculiarity: his feet measured one foot four inches
from heel to toe. He was therefore nicknamed the Ldng—Foot Scholar
when he was a student in the National University. Later, he passed the
imperial examinations and rose to the post of vice-censor in chief in the
reign period of Jingkang [1126], when the capital fell under attack by the
Jurchen [Jin] army and the two emperors, Huizong and Qinzong, were
carried off to the north. Qin Hui, too, found himself stranded among the
Jurchens. He cultivated a friendship with Wanyan Chang,? a Jurchen
tribal chief, and said to him, “If you let me go back to the south, I’11 be
willing to spy for the Jurchen state. If, by any luck, I rise to power, I will
certainly initiate peace negotiations out of my gratitude for the great
Jurchen state, and have the Southern Song dynasty cede territory and
subjugate itself to the Jurchen state.” Wanyan Chang reported accord-
ingly to the Jurchen ruler, who instructed his fourth son, Wuzhu [Wanyan
Zongbi, d.1148], to enter into-a secret pact with Qin Hui. Qin Hui was
then released to the south.

Qin Hui and his wife, Wang-shi, journeyed south by sea. On arriving
at Lin’an, the capital of the Southern Song dynasty, they claimed that
they had gotten away by killing their Jurchen prison wardens. Emperor
Gaozong believed their story and asked Qin Hui about the situation in the
north. Qin Hui extolled in glowing terms the prowess of the Jurchen troops
and claimed that the Southern Song dynasty was no match for them. Not
surprisingly, Emperor Gaozong took fright and asked Qin Hui for a good
plan. Qin Hui said, “Since the house of Shi of the Later Jin dynasty sub-
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mitted itself to Liao, the central plains have been on the decline and there
is little chance of revitalization in a short period of time. That the empire
was nearly wiped out in the Jingkang crisis was more the will of heaven
than the work of humans. Your Majesty just started the southern dynasty,
with the populace still apprehensive and the generals away from court, in
command of massive forces. Should any one of them betray you, the
game will be as good as lost. (A foreshadowing of the murder of Yue
Fei.) The best course of action for now is to hold back the troops and
make peace. Draw a demarcation line separating north and south so that
both sides will not invade each other. Remove military power from the
generals, and Your Majesty can sit back and enjoy your riches in ease,
while the people of the empire will be free from misery and suffering.
Wouldn’t that be most desirable?”’

The emperor replied, “I do wish to make peace. My only fear is that
the Jurchens will not agree.”

“When I was among the Jurchens,” said Qin Hui, “I came to be re-
spected by the Jurchen chieftains. If Your Majesty entrusts me with the

~mission, [ will find a way to guarantee success of the peace talks. Noth-
ing will go wrong.”

Overjoyed, the emperor then and there conferred upon Qin Hui the
title of 'vice-director of the Department of State Affairs. Promoted soon
thereafter to the post of deputy prime minister, Qin Hui took on the sole
responsibility for peace talks and appointed Goulong Ruyuan as his vice-
censor in chief. All court ministers who advised against the peace talks
were removed from their posts at Qin Hui’s insistence. (How efficient!)
Among those demoted and banished were Zhao Ding, Zhang Jun, Hu
Quan, Yan Dunfu, Liu Dazhong, Yin Tun, Wang Juzheng, Wu Shigu, Zhang
Jiucheng, and Yu Chu.

In the meantime, Yue Fei [1103-42] was putting the Jurchen forces to
rout in battle after battle. Wuzhu, the fourth son of the Jurchen ruler, was
driven into such desperation that he sent his trusted subordinate Wang Jin
to Qin Hui with a note stuffed into a wax ball. On the note was written,
“If there is a will for peace, why all this show of force at the border? The
prime minister is insincere. Nothing less than the death of Yue Fei will
make the peace talks a success.” Thereupon, Qin Hui had Wang Jin take
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back a letter of reply promising that he would kill Yue Fei as a token of his
good faith.

In the course of a single day, he issued twelve golden plaques order-
ing Yue Fei to withdraw his forces from the front, much to the indignation
of all the soldiers. There was not a dry eye among the villagers, old and
young, in the Henan region. Yue Fei duly returned, only to be demoted to
the position of supervisor of Longevity Temple. Bent upon the total de-
struction of Yue Fei, Qin Hui took counsel with his trusted man Zhang Jun
and found out that Wang Jun, commander in chief under Yue Fei, had a
grudge against vice-supreme commandant Zhang Xian, whereupon they
heavily bribed Wang Jun into falsely accusing Zhang Xian of conspiring
to seize the town of Xiangyang in order to restore military power to Yue
Fei. Wang Jun did as he was told to do. Qin Hui threw Zhang Xian into
prison and, with a counterfeit imperial decree, summoned Yue Fei and his
son to confront Zhang Xian. Vice-censor in chief He Zhu, who was in
charge of the trial, found the accused innocent of the charges and in-

formed Qin Hui accordingly. Qin Hui flew into a rage and replaced He

Zhu with Mogqi Xie [1083-1157]. Now this Mogi Xie, having long har-
bored ill feelings toward Yue Fei, fabricated a case against him and his
son and sent them to prison on charges of planning a rebellion with his
subordinates Zhang Xian and Wang Gui. Xue Renfu, director of the Court
of Judicial Review, and others appealed on Yue Fei’s behalf. Zhao Shiniao,
director of the Office of Imperial Clan Affairs, vouched for Yue Fei’s
loyalty by pledging the lives of a hundred members of his clan. The mili-
tary affairs commissioner, Han Shizhong, indignant at the injustice, made
a personal call to Qin Hui’s residence to challenge him. But all who spoke
up were either reprimanded or deposed.

With Yue Fei now in prison, Qin Hui sat alone by the east window and
pondered over the matter: “If Yue Fei is spared his life, he might obstruct
the peace talks, and I’ll lose credibility in the eyes of the Jurchens. Should
the emperor come to his senses, the blame will be upon me. But, to kill
Yue Fei would be to risk public outcry.” And so he debated with himself,
unable to come to a decision. (Qin Hui still has a trace of goodness in
him at this time. If he had had a virtuous wife, the evil deed might not
have been done.) His wife, Wang-shi the tongue-wagger, happened to
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walk up to him and ask, “What is it that you are undecided about?” When
Qin Hui took her counsel, she produced a mandarin orange from her
sleeve and split it apart. She handed one half to her husband. “What is so
difficult about splitting this orange in half? Haven’t you heard the ancient
proverb ‘It is easier to capture the tiger than to release it’?” It was these
remarks that made up Qin Hui’s mind. Thereupon, he sent to the prison
warden a sealed letter containing a note with several characters on it.
And thus it was that Yue Fei was hanged in his prison cell that very night.
His son Yue Yun was taken under guard, along with Zhang Xian and
Wang Gui, to the marketplace for execution.

As news of Yue Fei’s death reached the Jurchens, there was not a
person among them who did not celebrate with wine. Peace was estab-
lished, with the middle course of the Huai River and Tang and Deng
Prefectures as the border. The Jurchen dynasty in the north, being the
bigger country, claimed to be the “uncle”, whereas the Southern Song
dynasty, smaller in territory, was the “nephew”. Qin Hui was granted the
titles of grand preceptor and duke of Wei, later changed to duke of Yiguo,
and was given a mansion near Wangxian Bridge, a mansion not any less
grandiose than the imperial palace itself. His son Qin Xi received the
honor of zhuangyuan at the age of sixteen, later to be promoted to the
position of Hanlin academician in charge of the Institute of Historiography.
(With a trusted subordinate as the imperial censor, he makes sure
that all criticisms against him in his lifetime are under control. With
his offspring as historians, he makes sure that records after his death
will be in his favor. He leaves nothing unplanned for. But how is
one to know what Yama’s books say?)® Qin Xi’s son Xun was as-
signed in his infancy a position in the Hanlin Academy. At the moment of
her birth, Qin Xi’s daughter was granted the title Lady Chongguo. The
family’s power and influence had no match in all history.

When Lady Chongguo was six or seven years old, she had a pet cat.
One day, the cat disappeared. The prefect of Lin’an was ordered to find
it before a deadline. Cao Yong, the prefect, dispatched runners every-
where and they brought back hundreds of cats. Cases where owners
found themselves accused and had to buy themselves out of trouble were
too numerous to be mentioned here. Yet, as none of the cats sent under
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guard to the prime minister’s mansion was found to be the right one,
thousands of drawings of the cat were posted in teahouses and wineshops,
with the prefectural reward set at one thousand strings of cash. The
uproar throughout Lin’an lasted for over a month, but the cat was still
nowhere to be seen. Under pressure from an official sent by the prime
minister to see that the job was done, a frightened Cao Yong had a cat
cast of gold and sent it, through heavily bribed waiting women, to Lady
Chongguo. Only then was the case laid to rest. (Even his seven-year-
old daughter loves bribery. It is indeed something that runs in the
family.) This incident alone is enough to demonstrate the extent of the
traitor Qin Hui’s formidable power.

Later in his life, he began to have designs on the throne but feared
those court ministers who had survived his purges. In an attempt to send
all of them to prison, he accused Zhao Ding, Zhang Jun, Hu Quan, and
fifty others of rebellion. His secretary wrote the memorial to the em-
peror. That very day when the memorial was ready for his signature, Qin
Hui went on an outing to West Lake. (These men’s lives are now hang-
ing by a thread.) In the midst of the drinking, there came into view a
man with disheveled hair. A closer look revealed him to be none other
than Yue Fei, who said, his voice loud and harsh, “I am instructed by the
Lord on High to take your life as punishment for your destruction of the
loyal and the virtuous and for bringing calamity to the empire and the
people.”

Agape with astonishment, Qin Hui turned to the people around him,
but none of them had seen anything. Then and there, he fell ill and re-
turned to his residence. The following day, when his secretary presented
him with the memorial for his signature, his attendants helped him sit
down in Getian Pavilion. When he tried to sign his name with a brush-
pen, his hand started trembling and the memorial was all smeared with
ink blots. Another copy was promptly brought to him, but the same thing
happened, so that not even one character could be attempted. His wife,
Lady Wang the tongue-wagger, shook her hand from her position behind
the screen, saying, “Don’t make him too tired!” The next moment, Qin
Hui fell forward upon the tea table. By the time he was brought into his
bedchamber, he was already unconscious and unable to utter a single

geliojs g

MON pue pjO SeLOIS




=/

1

gkl I+ IHEESE

358

BT, RRREBRE. FHFNIE:
BHATRBR, XHERFRE,
BAETA%E, 1 ERARK.

BIEALH, BEIE. REERARBEEBE, HFHRIEEE,
WSRO . 5L “RIRME?” BIGEE: 8
W HEREEWE, MRk, Ahs. TRERET, 6%,
ARRERERE, W2ZWify, FRRER, Ry LUE: “BEEER
AN, BEFER.” FLAFME, REERAE. FROTFTHA,
T —0. RAREAEME, REES; BET.0, EME, EX
—4, ERIMBRTISL. KIL, BRI, AAEE, BREF, 5§
WEEIRET, FLEFNFIT. A ANBABATE, FRRER
B, ASGEEALL, BER—ETHLE, FE:

HREAENTE? EAERRTK,
THBEHEAR, HTEHEES,
KRERAF R, RRABwABIE?



