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If you were to examine the birth certificates of every soccer player in 2006’s World Cup
tournament, you would most likely find a noteworthy quirk: elite soccer players are more
likely to have been born in the earlier months of the year than in the later months.

(S HT] KA MR E K. BEl&MG+ EA+RAENMNE; E4H you
would...find a...quirk; HBETH—4H if 5] RMBREE4A, HEN— P RALHEMNG, %t a
noteworthy quirk #4788 ; quirk BN “RE, FEHNFENF".
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(@ Text 1

The tourist trade is booming. With all this coming and going, you’d expect greater
understanding to develop between the nations of the world. Not a bit of it! Superb systems
of communication by air, sea and land make it possible for us to visit each other’s countries
at a moderate cost. What was once the “grand tour”, reserved for only the very rich, is
now within everybody’s grasp. The package tour and chartered flights are not to be sneered
at. Modern travelers enjoy a level of comfort which the lords and ladies on grand tours in
the old days couldn’t have dreamed of. But what’s the sense of this mass exchange of
populations if the nations of the world remain basically ignorant of each other?

Many tourist organizations are directly responsible for this state of affairs. They
deliberately set out to protect their clients from too much contact with the local
population. The modern tourist leads a cosseted, sheltered life. He lives at international
hotels, where he eats his international food and sips his international drink while he gazes
at the natives from a distance. Conducted tours to places of interest are carefully censored.
The tourist is allowed to see only what the organizers want him to see and no more. A strict
schedule makes it impossible for the tourist to wander off on his own; and anyway,
language is always a barrier, so he is only too happy to be protected in this way. At its
very worst, this leads to a new and hideous kind of colenization. The summer quarters of
the inhabitants of the cite are temporarily reestablished on the island of Corfu.

The sad thing about this situation is that it leads to the persistence of national
stereotypes. We don’t see the people of other nations as they really are, but as we have
been brought up to believe they are. You can test this for yourself. Take five nationalities,
say, French, German, English, American and Italian. Now in your mind, match them
with these five adjectives: musical, amorous, cold, pedantic, native, Far {from providing
us with any insight into the national characteristics of the peoples just mentioned, these
adjectives actually act as barriers. So when you set out on your travels, the only

characteristics you notice are those which confirm your preconceptions. You come away



with the highly unoriginal and inaccurate impression that, say, “ Anglo-Saxons are
hypocrites” or that “Latin peoples shout a lot”. You only have to make a few foreign
friends to understand how absurd and harmful national stereotypes are. But how can you
make foreign friends when the tourist trade does its best to prevent you?

Carried to an extreme, stereotypes can be positively dangerous. Wild generalizations
stir up racial hatred and blind us to the basic fact—how trite it sounds! —that all people

are human. We are all similar to each other and at the same time all unique.

superb B, AHE | pedantic =R )
moderate EHH) | generalization HM
reserve {RE, 4% | stirup e, mah
chartered flight AVATEE | trite e, £2—EM
cosset - HE, BE | grasp E, FfH
censor ¥&#¥ | conduct 5%, B®
wander ' 8 | sneer YL
quarters 4, B | hatred 7Rz
ignorant JCHIH) | inhabitant ER
amorous ZHEH | unique M—FIT W

(R AiR5C)
reserve vt. i, R, RAFE, TWIT » 83K (¥, HRGPX

(#1411 We'd like to reserve a table for five for dinner this evening.
(3] WANTETIT SR —KEAR.

[IR4]) reservation n. 178, &M, &

[#£E]) be reserved for B84, fit------ ZHi; without reservation oIR8

ignorant a. THIK, BERMK, NEEK

[#1/]Y Darwin had a phrase to describe those ignorant of evolution; they “look at an
organic being as a savage looks at a ship, as at something wholly beyond his comprehension. ”

(%3] Darwin H —HJiER#BIREXT HA—TC MM A . M1 “FHYLA94 frin [F 2
ABEM—H, FREEMZEARBEFENRAE.

[IR4]) ignore v. A3, ZHM; ignorance n. TTHl, BB

[BX#8] uneducated, unknowledgeable, unlearned, illiterate

superb a. *&ﬂ% , REER, AW
[5141) The sport facilities are superb.
[Fx] E3hERESE—HA.
[EL#8]) superficial a. BB
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grasp n. I, i o E, KiE
[#143) She has a comprehensive grasp of the subject.
[Fx]) o emERTX—%5.
[#EELY grasp sb’s meaning EFEAHWER

grasp at a straw/straws JUE ARG
[BXA8) graph n. B3

wander vi. {8, W, Bk, EWH, ViR

[#H)] He wandered in to see me as if he had nothing else to do.
[F3r]) AR ER, FEREFTMORET.

[E4%]) wanderer n. IEHERAERI N ; wandering n. B1F, RIEE, £
(B3] wonder 8 #1H

conduct 7. 'Ti'%]’ %éig]a :%ﬁ Us %l'ﬁ‘v ;’fﬁ%, %ﬂ9 *Eﬁ (H"\‘y\)

[#14] They are the possessions of the autonomous man of traditional theory, and

they are essential to practices in which a person is held responsible for his conduct and given

credit for his achievements.

GExx] B (BHME™ REGSEREXHEEWAFTEEN, BER—ASY

H T AR E R T4 T 5 2 AT 8.

[IR4£] conductor n. 4BA, I, BER, FER

hatred »n. #8451, fLiR

[%]49) She looked at me with an expression of hatred.
[FxX] wiEHHRORFEEER.

(k4] hate v 1§18, WK

[##2]) have a hatred for/of %R

[B£48]) affection n. K&, ZIF

stir . &Zh’ ﬁﬁ n. %ﬁ’ ﬁ# .

[#1a]]1 The story stirred the boy’s imagination.
GFEsr]) ARECEA TR FRILIE.

(BEL] stir up FREARGT -

(B3] sting n. /v. §

inhabitant n. JER, 5, HEEER
[iBi2) in- (=in) -thabit (=live) +-ant=FER
[#19] Whatever the reason, let’s enjoy it while we can. But expect it all to change,

and security to become the number one issue, when the most influential inhabitants of the

Net are selling services they want to be paid for.

(¥Fx] Tt aRE, BIITERNITEAE. HEZ, ﬁ%ﬁ‘%mﬁﬂﬂﬁ@%&ﬁ%#%?

WEMHIR T B, —VIRERE T, BERTHE—KRE,

[ik4] inhabit v. BT, 5#E; inhabitable a. AJJE4EH
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[3EBE]) inhabit a city BT
[BEAE)Y dweller n. JEAER, AR

contact n. HEfh, R o ek

[iRid] con- (;H\:lﬁ‘], —j&) +tact (ﬁé&) =k, KR

[514)) The two substances are now in contact with each other, and a chemical
reaction is occurring.

[E30) H7EXFifh iy B B4 T ¥ R

[I2E] be in contact with Seeeeee {RIFEE R ; be out of contact with Heeeeee G LBE R

[(RRF]

1. What was once the “grand tour”, reserved for only the very rich, is now within
everybody’s grasp.

[4¥8i#7] within sb. s grasp FE AFHFE/ T, AEAFFEIMBIK. What 5l REH
MA], reserved for only the vey rich YEj5 B E1E1H grand tour.

[(B2FX) ~FHAREAEEEN “FEKRIT, AEAAITRE,

2. Modern travelers enjoy a level of comfort which the lords and ladies on grand tours
in the old days couldn’t have dreamed of.

(&4 47) which 8| $&E M AMEM 61718 comfort, could have done F/RXY i 2=
#EM ; dream of A8,

[8%iF3x] Fﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ%‘?ﬁﬂ‘]ﬁlﬁ it 2 B9 A BRHRTE BE AR IR AT B ) B I A R
HARBH.

3. They deliberately set out to protect their clients from too much contact with the
local population.

[543 #7] protect...from {1 H3Z,

[&2FX]) bl GkiTED AEFEMTINE P RYHE R,

4. The modern tourist heads a cosseted sheltered life.

[B2FX] ARRITEIHRZF AN, SHRBENAERE.

5. Conducted tours to places of interest are carefully censored.

[8%FX] A RERTSUNFEBELTFHNFEE.

6. A strict schedule makes it impossible for the tourist to wander off on his own; and
anyway, language is always a barrier, so he is only too happy to be protected in this way.

[543 47) only too+TE A/ 431A] = very JEH . make it impossible, -+« AR
Al ge, it FIEREIE, to wander off on his own N EIFEE,

[8:#Fx] PHERITRIEBRTEATERERAC N ABIALRE; Eﬁu BLEFR
B, BRI R IE R 2.

7. At its very worst, this leads to a new and hideous kind of colonization.

[Z#®47] at one’s worst ZEIF BT AT,

[&%iF3x] BENRER, XMRPSIIOLB—MEHEM X THAEEAR,

8. Carried to an extreme, stereotypes can be positively dangerous.
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[&#3& 7] carried to an extreme (to excess) i RAAF AT .

[$:2iF3X) R, XSERLERER.

9. So when you set out on your travels, the only characteristics you notice are those
which confirm your preconceptions.

[£#IE547) when 2 SRIBEMNF], which 5| R i8N aEM 4TI characteristics,

[5£FX) HISYRIFEIRITR, #RETEEE R BRSOt 2R ENE/R H B o)A
IR

(@ Text 2

Biologically, there is only one quality which distinguishes us from animals: the
ability to laugh. In a universe which appears to be utterly devoid of humor, we enjoy this
supreme luxury. And it is a luxury, for unlike any other bodily process, laughter does not
seem to serve a biologically useful purpose. In a divided world, laughter is a unifying
force. Human beings oppose each other on a great many issues. Nations may disagree about
systems of government and human relations may be plagued by ideological factions and
political camps, but we all share the ability to laugh. And laughter, in turn, depends on
that most complex and subtle of all human qualities: a sense of humor. Certain comic
stereotypes have a universal appeal. This can best be seen from the world-wide popularity
of Charlie Chaplin’s early films. The little man at odds with society never fails to amuse no
matter which country we come from. As that great commentator on human affairs,
Dr. Samuel Johnson, once remarked, “Men have been wise in very different modes; but
they have always laughed in the same way.”

A sense of humor may take various forms and laughter may be anything from a refined
tingle to an earth quaking roar, but the effect is always the same. Humor helps us to
maintain a correct sense of values. It is the one quality which political fanatics appear to
lack. If we can see the funny side, we never make the mistake of taking ourselves too
seriously. We are always reminded that tragedy is not really far removed from comedy, so
we never get a lop-sided view of things. o

This is one of the chief functions of satire and irony. Human pain and suffering are so
grim; political realities are usually enough to plunge us into total despair. In such
circumstances, cartoons and satirical accounts of somber political events redress the
balance. They take the wind out of pompous and arrogant politicians who have lost their
sense of proportion. They enable us to see that many of our most profound actions are
merely comic or absurd. We laugh when a great satirist like Swift writes about war in
Gulliver’s Travels. The Lilliputians and their neighbors attack each other because they
can't agree which end to break an egg. We laugh because we are meant to laugh; but we
are meant to weep too. It is too powerful a weapon to be allowed to flourish.

The sense of humor must be singled out as man's most important quality because it is
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associated with laughter. And laughter, in turn, is associated with happiness. Courage,
determination, initiative—these are qualities we share with other forms of life. But the
sense of humor is uniquely human. If happiness is one of the great goals of life, then it is

the sense of humor that provides the key.

quality fhJE | maintain ¥
biologically 4| | satire A
distinguish X4 | plunge . BqA, Hrp
devoid of BeZ, BAF | despair 4518
luxury Z % | pompous Bfl, 35K
issue [B]f8, {4 | arrogant B K
ideological FIREA LM | circumstance A
faction TRH | weep HiiH
complex K :ny | plague C{EEN
commentator PEiE#H | flourish ok
[ =iFiC]

distinguish v. X5, ¥A

[%14] Moods should be distinguished from emotions which are usually more intense.
LiFEsc] BN MBI ERIIEBRX 2 F kK.

[#&&]) distinguish...from... #d-:e- Moeerees &R X 43 FF

[BX#8] distinguished a. &4 /Y; distinguishing a. ./ X B8

satire n. HH

[#f] His latest book is a biting satire on the monarchy.
CESC )Y At BeHh i F xR H B2 BRH .

[BxAE]) irony iR

luxury n. B8, EE5

[RIEY luxur (FE, ¥R +y=FEH

[#14/1]1 No surprise that they are most often found in luxury cars.

[iFx] ZACTISEEAREARERE — SRR,

[BXA8) luxurious a. FHH), FAEM; luxuriant a. FE2H, BKK, EEH

issue . [, B8, BR, XB o Bf7, 5, Hl, &5

[#146] O Medical care reform has become this country’s most important public health issue.
@ The Minister issued a statement to the press.

[iFx])] O BFURECERAXTERBREEN S RERME.
@ WEmFEARETHH,



