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| Chinese. The target users of this book are those who have mastered about 800 Chinese characters.
. Containing 61 well-chosen Chinese ancient mythical stories, the textbook is characterized by its

. simple and plain language and an organic combination of reading materials and exercises, enabling

| students’ after-class reading.

S —

Preface

Chinese Stories—Stories from Chinese Mythology, is a textbook for helping foreigners learn

it to find a wide use in such courses as reading comprehension and intensive reading, or in

From a very early time, the ancient Chinese had observed such natural phenomena as the sun,
the moon and the stars moving northwestward and all the rivers, large or small, flowing
southeastward. Unable to understand what they saw, they invented as an interpretation the myth of
Gong Gong knocking angrily with his head the Buzhou Mountain. Unable to make a living in
drought years, they fancied a hero by name of Hou Yi to shoot down the ruthless suns for them.
Unable to find a shelter when their land was flood-stricken, they fancied a god by name of Da Yu

to relieve the flood for them. Therefore, myths were stories created with imagination and fancy on

. the basis of life and labor of people living in remote antiquity who were curious about the nature

| and unable to offer scientific explanation to the natural phenoma.

Those ancient countries enjoying a long history of civilization, such as China, Greece, India
and Egypt, all boast a rich collection of myths, among which those of Greece and India have been

. kept in a relatively complete form, while those of China suffered loss during the ages and have |

only remained sporadically in ancient books. A Book of Mountains and Seas is the work exists

today that has kept the largest number of ancient myths. Besides, many fragments of myths could

| be found in Book of Poetry, the first collection of poems in China and The Poetry of Chu, another
important collection of poems. To this unfavorable situation of Chinese myths, Mr. Lu Xun, the |

e

world-famous Chinese scholar and writer, used to explain in the following three aspects. First, the
ancestors of the Chinese nation lived in the Yellow River valley and started to make a living on
farming from very early. Therefore, it was natural for them to cultivate a practical character rather
than a fantastic one. Second, Confucianism had long been holding a dominant position in China.
Confucius, the main founder of this system of thoughts, either avoided mentioning the myths and
legends of the remote antiquity, or canonized them into formal history. Third, Chinese people
have a long tradition of not drawing a definite dividing line between the myths of gods and the
legends of ghosts.

In spite of all aforementioned unfavorable factors, the fantastic and magnificent Chinese
myths had still cast a far-reaching influence on later ages. Many literary works found materials
from them; some highly representative myths or mythical figures had evolved into cultural images,
exerting a subtle influence on the mentality of Chinese people; some mythical figures and stories

derived from them had been crystallized in Chinese language. Therefore, to have some knowledge



and learning of Chinese ancient myths will do great help to the better understanding of the
' mentality of the Han nationality and the connotation of Chinese culture, to the acquirement of a |
cultural basis which is a must to enhance one’s Chinese level, and to the sound preparation for the
further learning of Chinese literature.

Each lesson consists of the following three parts:

I. Text The length of the texts ranges from 600 to 1000 Chinese characters. Since most of :
. the Chinese ancient myths coming down to today are in the form of fragments with inexplicable
language and inconsistency in figures and events, this textbook recreated the stories according to |
the framework of Chinese Myths and Legends by Mr. Yuan Ke, taking its timeline and prototypes |
' of figures with additional efforts aiming to the completeness, popularity and readability of the |
~ stories and simplicity of language, making itself a proper material for language learning. Simple |
and concise notes are given on the difficult words, phrases, sentences and cultural phenomena in
ancient China to help the readers to achieve a better understanding of the texts. |

II. Exercise The exercise includes two parts; “Practice” and “Reading comprehension”.
' For “Practice” , exercises are given mainly in the form of blank filling, with an aim to help the
| learners memorize and review the key words and cc;nsolidate their grammatical knowledge. For
“Reading comprehension”, questions or true-or-false choice are provided to test whether the

. learners have got the correct comprehension of the texts and to strengthen their impression of the |

. texts.
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ITI. English translation To help the learners truly comprehend the meaning of every story,
we offer English translation at the end of each story. We suggest the learners refer to the English
- version only when they have finished all the Chinese part in each lesson.

During the compilation of this textbook, we referred a lot to the following works; Chinese
. Myths and Legends, Chinese Mythology, A Selected Collection of Chinese Ancient Mythology,

Myth of Ancient Times, etc. We are deeply grateful to authors of these works.

“Quick Chinese” Compiling Team
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Theurgy of the Candle Dragon

Why there exists the change of the four seasons? Why does day alternate with night? This is

| all because there lives a powerful Candle Dragon.

~ turned into daytime. He winked and winked, and days and nights

. clouds and heavy snow storms; once he sniffed, there would be

It was said that, to the north of the Chishui River beyond the distant Northwest Sea, there "‘
was a strange mountain named Zhangwei Mountain, in which lived a magical god of mountain
who wore a human face, yet with a curving snake-like body of more than 1000 li. The whole body
of the mountain god was thoroughly red like a fiery dragon. His eyes were also quite different |
from ordinary people, like two olives vertically hung on the face, which turned into two straight
slits when he closed them.

The mountain god was so mighty that when he closed his
eyes, night befell the earth and when he opened them, the world

occurred alternately.

The mountain god never slept and he always curled up there
without eating, drinking or breathing. Once he breathed, there
would appear the fierce wind and torrential rain; once he blew,
there would be winter in a second with the sky filled with black

| midsummer in no time with scorching sun that could even melt

the stones.

The red and long body of the mountain god could shine divinely, and even the dark and deep

| underground was brightened. He often held in mouth a candle lightening the dark gate of heaven in '

the north, thus he was called “Candle Dragon” or “Candle Yin”.
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. sky and the earth that used to be a mixture were,

Pan Gu separating the sky and the earth

In the early time when the sky and the earth were still connected, the universe was like a huge
egg, inside which there was nothing but a mess, pitch-black and indistinctive of any direction.
Yet just inside this “huge egg” , Pan Gu was silently waiting for his birth.

Pan Gu was growing inside the “huge egg” , snoring as if he had fallen asleep. One year, ten

- years, a hundred years... 18,000 years had passed in a second. One day, Pan Gu woke up

suddenly, yet he could see nothing when he opened his eyes. He wondered why he was
surrounded by complete darkness. It was so suffocating that he got flurried and felt hot all over,
too hard to breathe. He wanted to stand up, yet the eggshell held him so tight that he could not
even stretch his legs. Pan Gu was very angry and he could not bear it anymore, scratching
randomly. To his surprise, he grabbed a big axe. Thus he held up the big axe with all his strength
to hack forward forcefully. With a deafening explosion, that “huge egg” wrapping him tight was
split open.

The light and clear things inside the “egg” moved
upward slowly, turning into the sky; the heavy and turbid
things sank downward slowly, turning into the earth. The

therefore, separated by Pan Gu with his big axe.

When the sky and the earth were separated at first,
they were quite close to each other. Being afraid of their
getting connected again, Pan Gu, the sky against his head
and the earth under his feet, straightened up his waist and

. changed himself simultaneously with the growth of the sky

and the earth. Each day, with the sky elevating itself by one zhang, and the earth deepening itself

. by one zhang, Pan Gu’s body was also growing with the same height. Hence, another 18,000

years passed. Until one day when the sky was high enough and the earth was deep enough, Pan
Gu also grew into a giant. Like a long huge pillar standing between the sky and the earth, he
prevented them from connecting again and returning to chaos and darkness.

Another tens of thousands of years passed and the sky and the earth were finally fixed, unlikely
to connect with each other again. It was not until then that Pan Gu was reassured; yet he was
completely exhausted. Finally the day came when he fell onto the ground with a thud, and died.

At the last gasp of Pan Gu, there appeared great changes on his body. His left eye turned into
the bright red sun, his right eye into the silver moon, his last breath into wind and cloud, his last
voice into lightning, his hair and beard into glittering stars, his head and hands and feet into the
four extremities and mountains, his blood into rivers and seas and lakes, his tendons and veins into
roads and paths, his muscles into fertile land, his skin and glandular hair into flowers and grass
and trees, his teeth and bones into metals and jewels, and his sweat into raindrops and sweet
dewdrops. From then on, the world came into being.

Pan Gu died, yet at his last gasp he didn’t forget to leave all he had to the sky and the earth
created by himself. He contributed his entire body to make the newborn world more prosperous
and more beautiful.



