T R

W

THE COLLECTION OF PAINTING

OF MEILANFANG

BREESEH

EDITED BY ME LANFANG MEMORIAL MUSEUM |
EHHERALE

CHANGHONG PUBLISHING CORPORATION



THE COLLECTION OF PAINTING
OF MEI LANFANG

ik B 75 k2 B o
EDITED BY MEI LANFANG MEMORIAL MUSEUM

ke WL Y i &

CHANGHONG PUBLISHING CORPORATION



MEFE 117 5%

SERRSR B (CIP) #i8

W AR /T A e . —

(b Rl 2 ),

1868 . 8.

N 7-80063-027-7

—_—

fid
fid
4

2

2

2

1l 3 — 1EmEE — P

R 7

F WL M W25 ] AR
(dEsi e PP R 40 98 IECRS: 100035)
ACHT S AR ET R A PR 2wl B R F e R 2 ] B A A
1998 4 8 HE5 1HC 1998 4£ 8 H &5 1 IEDK
M= 787 = 1092 1/8 HIgR: 31.5
TR 20T5  HIEC 1~ 5000
‘Ef8: 650.007C0






5

Meir1 Lanfang
(1894 —1961)



g ] 5 4 AT  5  WEE % — A, LA Mg S B R AP S DA B S5 5 S H R T, Sl
AT R RIS SC IS AGER A T3y, BUE R I 2 Jai st s e, RE T (g

i B 7 e B CESR BTG DY AR S — AR50 SR AT BRI AN “Fl M rh i g B B/ it
(KRl A S5 s e e RIS BESR AL BA T A MAS A 7, nDE B AR A 07 B [ B33 s fie 2 S
BT L P BAT IR ARG 55 AL FRA 15l 2 IR A A s Byl , TS i e i =
i BN 2 2 08, S S AR  DRBEZ, MR b IR TR, AR el AR AR A I,
FREECEN 1Ay 2 Pt e g Beaf Ao BT , st 1St 2R Al g s AR Ar a1 e b S, LA ] 51
U AT A R SR 2™ R SR A B AP UM A% 0 1 5 P D B A TR A
it FEE AR NI A B S 1) L, AV ISR 1 A S 4 PR AR L S 55 ) 1) S At P 25 4AT
FARSZ G M e Bt - “LOVSAE S AT IS I P g BT A 1y PRI S A A EA L oL 51
PHROREE , 1925 b sty A BRI, fead T4ARdE , JORBRAIRSE , B . AR oC. W, I5iF 2 4E,
PRI AAFAEREA TR TIEL 4P AN AL LU AR L AP P A SE AR W AN AN S, BiTLA 44 2
2 2RSS ke 1 CURAISRR O o TR EA A S b B AL B2 5 it
SR JEARAE ANt I AU SR, 35 5 G B AR R I % A ek i
N A SR Z S (A L " M S A S B AT R 2 82 44 B RV i L At
AT L S A e 07 AR 1 CIAR VRN 55 IR BT AR SRR AE 11 I/ 0y
e

FEIC A A, W AT N S A A G RIRG o ME S B B R RS T, NI A B AT
P R 5. 55 T A ST A B , Fe AN RSO ™ M B 5 4 &R T RS A S 1
BRI ) IR SV R T A AT b BEt e

y S

U R D WA AV B AN E|



PREFACE

The Mei Lanfang Museum compiled all the Chinese paintings under its care, including
paintings by Mr. Mei and his teachers and friends and some ancient paintings, for publica-
tion. Recently, they have sent all the photos and captions to me for reviewing and asked me
for a preface. I would like to write down my thoughts after viewing the material as the
preface. "

In Chapter 6 Volume 3 of the book 40 Years on Stage written by Mr. Mei Lanfang, there
are the following words: ““ I think that two great masters of Peking opera, Tan Xinpei and
Yang Xiaolou, have the deepest and greatest influence upon me. | play the female role while
they play the male role, but I have learned the most from them both in quantity and value.”
Also, he wrote, “ I can hardly find suitable words myself. Words borrowed from the book
Famous Paintings in History by Zhang Yanyuan, I believe, are more appropriate. He said that
the way Gu Kaizhi did his painting was forceful while gentle, soothing while startling, ex-
traordinary in its taste and as quick as the wind blows, so that his pieces held meanings
before he started painting and kept the meaning after the job was done. The way Tan and
Yang act has truly reached such a level.” We see from these words that he was well able to
appreciate the best of both the art of opera performance and that of painting. And in the
Chapter Painting and the Art of the Stage of Volume 3, he proposed that young performers go
to visit the National Museum and enjoy the best pieces of art. He did so himself, not only
learning the art of performing Chinese operas but also trying to learn from other kinds of art.
Mr. Mei also said, “Around 1915, the Ministry of Internal Affairs sent all the collections of
the Shenyang Palace and Rehe Palace to Beijing Antiques Exhibition Hall for open exhibi-
tion, and the Forbidden City was fully opened to the public in 1925. During this decade, my

horizon was widened, seeing many famous paintings of the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing



dynasties. [ don’t think there 1s a problem of not being able to understand the art. You can
compare and see which ones are good and among good ones, there are better ones. You can
only know about it by comparing, so it is imperative to see more and to be influenced by the
good. Therefore, your performance will ‘zhangfen’, i.e., progress will be made in your per-
formance. I do not mean that performers should learn painting, instead, he should see a lot of
paintings so as to enhance his aesthetic standards. E.g. Zhang Xu, the master calligrapher of
Tang dynasty who was good at the cursive script, once watched the Xihe Sword Dance by
Lady Gongshun. He then made marked progress in writing cursive script and had been called
the Master of Cursive Script ever since. We opera performers should understand the reason of
it.” So the best Mr, Mei gained by seeing the nationally treasured paintings is shown rather in
his performance than in his own paintings, which is what he meant by “zhangfen”. And the
paintings he appreciated are well beyond his small collection.

In Mr. Met’s lifetime, many people asked about his paintings and his collection. He al-
ways replied, “ I am not a professional painter. Painting is my hobby and I have done it in a
casual way. As to my collection, they are all gifts from my friends. I am not a collector,
either.” The publication of this album by Mei Lanfang Museum embodies the very meaning of
Mr. Met’s. The album tells us that there were such times in his life of artistic pursuit.

Zhu Jiajin
June 26, 1998
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