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Chapter 1

Learning the Idioms >] &%)
WARMING UP

Complete the following activities in pairs or small groups. Compare answers and discuss with your

classmates. 55 — AL R AF 2 vA AT X T AR T 8@ 89 7% 3, bik — F AR b6 K8 - —A2 L.

1. Play the game Charades.
» Choose a job (e.g., doctor, pilot, teacher). Do not tell your classmates what it is.
* Role-play the job in front of the group without talking.
* Your classmates try to guess your job.
* The first student to guess correctly chooses and role-plays the next job.

2. Play the game What Am I?
* Choose a job. Do not tell your classmates what it is.
* Your classmates try to guess your job by asking yes/no questions. (Examples:
Do you work in an office? Do you use a computer? Do you work with animals?)
* The first student to guess correctly chooses the next job.

3. Choose five jobs. Write at least three things needed for each job.
(Example: A fisherman needs a boat, anet, and a fishing rod.)

4. Describe your ideal job. Discuss the following questions.
* What is your ideal job? Why?
* How important is salary to you?
* Do you prefer to be the boss, have a boss, or be your own boss? Why?
* Do you prefer to work alone or with others? Why?
* Do you prefer to work in one place or travel for work? Why?
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GETTING TO KNOW THE IDIOMS

_A. Listening for Understanding U7 /1I2f# ;
Listen to the TV game show What's My Job? Think about the following questions. Then discuss your
answers in pairs or small groups.”f — " ©AUIE P B “KRAMBH 2 T449? 7, &F T EayiEH4,
KRG 5 — L RIAE KA DTS Xif ik 2 9] A1,

1. What does Guest 1 do? Guest 2?7 Guest 3? Guest 47

2. Which job do you think requires the most mental work?

3. Which job do you think requires the most physical work?

4. Who does Guest 4 have to depend on to do her job? Why?

5. Which job do you think is the best? Why?

B. Identifying the Idioms ¥#iA>]iE
The idioms listed below are used throughout the TV game show you just heard. Read the script of the

Lt

TV game show on page 4. Underline the idioms. Number them on the list below in the order they occur.
Try to guess the meaning of each idiom by looking at how it is used. T &% & 44 3] & AR 2 AARR] F
FEGT B PRI, ARSI R EZTEOIFR, AIETENK, HZRENALT LAY
WA EAAF LA S, BENEEAN BT 6, KA FHREAN 565830,

a breeze have a green thumb
couch potato leave well enough alone
count on someone or something make something from scratch

do something for a living run-of-the-mill
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Chapter 1

What's My Job?

What do you do for a living? Are you a banker, asoldier, apriest, ateacher?
Maybe a taxi driver, a dentist, a cowboy, a farmer? Or perhaps you are a lib-
rarian, anathlete, oramusician? Today, on What’ s My Job?, you will meet
four people with different occupations. Can you guess what they do for a living?
Listen to them tell you about their jobs. Then try to guess what they do. Good
luck!

GUEST 1: Hi, everybody!Ihave awonderful job, because I make things that everyone

loves! I wear a tall white hat and an apron, and I work in the kitchen. 1 make
everything from scratch; I never use mixes from boxes or cans. Of course,
my customers think everything I make is delicious. Can you guess what I am?

GUEST 2: Other people may enjoy their run-of-the-mill jobs, but not me! I have the

most interesting job in the world! If you want to do what I do, you must be very
creative. Iam always thinking, trying to find new ways of doing things. While
I’m walking or even talking to someone, Iam still thinking and thinking. What
new thing can I make to solve a problem? Or how can I make something better?
I can never leave well enough alone—TI always have to improve things in some
way. People count on me to make their lives easier and more efficient. Can
you guess what I am?

GUEST 3: I chose this occupation because I don’ t like working in an office. Idon’t

like to answer phones or go to meetings or dress in a suit. I like to work outside,
with nature. It’ s wonderful to put my hands in the dirt and to make the world
more beautiful. To do whatI do, some people say you must have a green thumb.
They think it” s hard to make plants and flowers grow. ButI think it’ s a breeze!
For me, it’s easy. And it feels so good to work outdoors. Can you guess
what I am?

GUEST 4: My job is very exciting. We travel to different places where weset up a big

tent for our big shows. I work with clowns and animal trainers. You could
never do my job if you were a couch potato—you must be very physically ac-
tive. Youcan’ tbe afraid of high places either. Sometimes I have to climb way
up high and jump off. I must count on my partners to catch me. I hope they
don’ t miss! Can you guess what I am?

-
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Getting the Meaning SH1H & Y

Look at the underlined phrase in each of the following statements. Pay attention to how the idiom is

used, and try to guess its meaning. You may also refer to the script of What's My Job? on page 4.
Choose from the definitions below. Write the letter on the line. & —#& T @4 —/ k& ¥ 44 X 4,39
40, & B ERIATRA 6, XA FR L ARETASNE IR LT/, KT
B R T AFERAGER, TR FEFTEARL L.

Amy is very active, but her husband is a couch potato.

o

John is a pilot; flying is what he does for a living.

I usually make cakes from mixes, but Becky always makes hers from scratch.

I finished the math homework in ten minutes. It was a breeze!

I can’ t prepare for the party alone. I’ m counting on you to help.

Have you seen Harriet’ s beautiful garden? She must have a green thumb.

That restaurant serves run-of-the-mill food. It’ s nothing special.

|

el A -

Your painting looks fine! Why don’ t you leave well enough alone?

. to depend on someone or something

someone who spends a lot of time sitting and watching TV
. to make something (especially food) with basic ingredients, rather than from a prepared mix
. to do something as one’ s job

. to be satisfied with things as they are; to not try to improve things

a
b
c
d
e. to have a special talent to make plants grow
f.
g. very easy
h

ordinary; average

PRACTICING THE IDIOMS >J1&%5>]

Choosing the Best Answer EFREEE

Listen to each statement. Read the sentences below. Choose the sentence that best matches the state-
ment you heard. Circle a or b. *f — &/ k&, Wik T @69 &) F, ik h 54707 2] 69 Fh ik & B &Am
ey ), A E B EAK.

1. a. Brett watches a lot of television.

(b) Brett wants his children to be more active.

2. a. The Harrisons depended on the firefighters.
b. The Harrisons knew how many firefighters would come.
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For Evelyn, dancing is easy.
. Evelyn dances like the wind.
Kent lost money because he couldn’ t stop gambling.
. Kent had good luck gambling in Las Vegas.
Al wants to buy something that runs.
. Al wants to buy something special.
Ellen’ s roses were green.
. Ellen grew beautiful roses.
Almost everything Stewart cooks comes from a can.
. Stewart did not use a mix when he made lasagna.

Tony earned money by playing football, and then he opened a restaurant.

Sl
o P o P o P o P o P o P

. Tony always ate at a restaurant after playing football.

E. Retelling the Story w £i& ,
Read the script of What's My Job? on page 4 again. The sentences below refer to statements in that

script. Restate the sentences, using the appropriate idioms. Try to write them without looking at the
script again. B A —#m F O T L&) KRB 4 T X FR, TaTEAETIXFR/TH
Wik, AR R E 4 6 B EHREFAN G T, KA RA LTS, ¥4 F5 T4,
1. What kind of job do you have?

What do you do for a living?

2. Guest 1 makes all his food from basic ingredients.

3. Some people may like ordinary jobs, but not Guest 2.

4. Guest 2 is not satisfied if she doesn’ t try to improve things.

5. Everyone depends on Guest 2 to make life easier.

6. To do Guest 3’ s job, you must have a special ability to make plants grow.

7. Guest 3 thinks his job is easy.
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8. You can’ t do Guest 4’ s job if you spend a lot of time just sitting and watching television.

9. Guest 4 depends on her partners to catch her when she jumps from high places.

_F. Putting the Idioms into Practice >Ji& N/ F

Imagine that you have an interview for a job at a bakery. Read the manager’s questions. Answer the
questions, using the idioms indicated. Change the form of the idioms as needed to fit your answers. 18
BAR B A —y LB & )T 69 @K, A —A S IRARE 6 PR, AR R B4k 64 3135 = 019 AL, AR 5T vA
I 3] E 0T XA RE A

MANAGER: Can you tell me about your last job?

YOU: | had a run-of-the-mill job. | worked in a factory.
' 1. run-of-the-mill

MANAGER: We don’ t want to hire lazy people. How would you describe yourself?
YOU:

2. couch potato

MANAGER: We’re always trying to make new pastries, so you must have some experience working
in a kitchen. Do you enjoy cooking?
YOU:

3. make something from scratch

MANAGER: We also have some popular recipes that we don’t want to change. Will that be a problem?
YOU:

4. leave well enough alone

MANAGER: Can we depend on you to arrive on time and work hard?
YOU:

5. count on someone

MANAGER: Do you think you can do this job?
YOU:

6. abreeze

MANAGER: What kind of career would you like to have?
YOU:

7. do something for a living

MANAGER: Do you have any hobbies or special interests outside of work?
YOU:

8. have a green thumb
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I Finding the Idioms in Ads
e I Rk SRR

INTERPRETING THE ADS f#iE) %

Look at the following ads. Determine what is being advertised. Find the featured idiom in each ad and
review its meaning. Then answer the questions. A FTE ] %, AZ—TFHS E8 B R4, K
B —T &P DiEF LT LA, R E A,

1983 “From the road to the roof it's laced with intriguing tidbits and thoughtful touches.” )
Car and Driver 1. Quotes from different mag-

- ' azines are at the top of the
iggg l;/[esost;ruo:b:t:new;armmnenca JD. Power and Associates ad. What do they SCIy?
“Best Buy” mers Digest

1987 “;Iifutheutr)oﬂd's mmmaﬂuﬁct;mcrz;&mmlyd%ﬁ?hmeId}?qe c:'ar"/;osanﬁ”ﬁhe needs of 2. CCI”II']g the car all-new Sug-
car buyers everywhere, the Camry woul e logical choice!” Motor Te: gests that it has been

1988 “The Camry is everything a family car should be” Car and Driver "

. H i
1989 “Family Car of the Year” Family Cirdle Magazine changed ow does t_h'S
1990 “Most trouble-free compact car in America three years in a row™* 1) Power and Assocites relate to the slogcn We JUSt
19g] “Ranked in . Fowerand Associates Top e models in Il Qualiy couldn’ t leave well

JD Power and Associates
1992. WE JUST enough alone?
— COULDN T LEAVE WELL EFOUGH ALONE 3. What is the message of this

THE ALL-NEW 1992 CAMRY ad?

1984 “The new front-drive Camry 4-door sedan offers comfort, quality, and interior space in
generous portions” Motor Trend

Reprinted with the permission of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. Inc.
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1. What is a couch potato?

2. Small fry means “children.” Ex-
plain the slogan Prevent couch
potatoes while they’ re still small
fries.

What is the usual meaning of
fries? What are french fries made
from?

PREVENT
GOUCH POTATOES
WHILE THEY'RE ngl.l

Now is the time to teach your kids good habits. Like eating low-fat, low-cholesterol foods. And
getting plenty of exercise. You might save wear and tear on their hearts. And on your chair.
You can help prevent h sease and stroke.We can (ell you how. 1-800-AHA-USAL.

AmericanHeart Association @)

NOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR COOKTDP
FROM SCRATCH, TOO

CREATE-A-COOKTOP SYSTEM. THK INGREDIENTS:

1T, FILECTRIC UNIT WITH TWO CAST-TRON ELEMENTS,

ASS CERAMIC RADIANT/HALOGEN UNIT,

DOWNDRAFT VENT. [N YOUR CHOICE OF BLACK,

WHITE OR ALMOND.

= MIX OR MATCH THE UNITS 1O CRFATE.
A COOKTOP TRAT MATCHES THE WAY YOU

COOK. CREATE ONE BIG COOKTOR OR CREATE

OKING STATIONS. CREATE A
SLEEK DOWNDRAIT

INTRODUCING THE NEW KITCHEN,
LLECTRIC GRILL, T'WO-BURNER SEALED

s STATION. =
VENT OR AN UVERHEAD FXHAUST SYSTEM.
MATTER HOW YOU DESIGN 11, YOU'LL GFT TIIL SAME PREMIUM QUALITY TUAT HAS MADF
KICHENAID DISHWASHERS LEGENDARY.

TO START CREATING YOUR COOKTOR, JUST CALL THE KrrenenAp Consumir Assisiance
Centr, 1-800-422-1230, Fox T THE DEALER NFAREST YOU.

© Reproduced with permission, Prevent Couch Potatoes While They' re
Still Small Fries, 1993. Copyright American Heart Association.

1. Describe the picture. What is being
advertised?

How is this cooktop different from
other cooktops?

Usually food is made from scratch.
In what way can a cooktop be
made from scratch?

Reprinted with the permission of KitchenAid.
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(ooking Light

THE RECIPE FOR LIVING.

1. Bound to means “certain to.”
How is the magazine, Cooking
Light, certain to make healthy
living a breeze?

2. Describe the picture. How does it
relate to the idiom in this ad?

ﬁeaﬁﬁy ﬁ'uiny a breeze.

Keep your issues of Cooxmne UGHT easily accessible with the Coormne LigiT Binder or Issue Case.
Each is manufactured from heavy reinforced board to keep your magazines protected, and we've
stamped both with the Cooxm Lig logo in metallic gold. Whether you choose cases or binders,
you'll have a storage system that's durable and well-organized—keeping a full year (10 issues) right
at your fingertips. To order your Cookme LikT Binders or Issue Cases at $9.95 each, just call the
toll-free number listed below. Or send us your name and address, specifying your choice of binders
or issue cases, along with a check or money order payable to Cooxing Ligkt Collection. It's that
simple! Please add $3.95 per order for postagerhandiing. Send your order today to: COOKING LIGHT
Collection, PO. Box 830817, Birmingham, AL 35283-0817.

CALL 1-800-522-9476 TO ORDER

Reprinted with the permission of Southern Progress Corporation.

1. Describe the picture.

2. Boeing is a company that makes
airplanes. However, it is not ad-
vertising airplanes in this ad. What
do you think it” s promoting?

No matter what you do for a living,
include music in your life.

@L_’ﬂilﬂﬂ

Boeing controls all rights.
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T 1990, piscachio grower Jason
Harringoon had an accident chat

could have marred his life forcver

He lost his thumb and owo fingers.

Acfirst, the effect on bis life was

devsstaing, Although he wene

1. What is Jason Harrington’ s job?

Does he need a green thumb to. | - 450 HARRINGTONS

do his job? GREEN THUMB
2. The ad explains Jason Harring- S (:OURTESY OF

ton’s accident. He lost his thumb HIS BIG TOE |
and two fingerS. Doctors at USC immedicly. il ik using ol

driving the tracror, even throwing
University Hospital replaced his b
“I'll never forget taking him

thumb with his big toe so that he -

fathes, e Harrington says. 1 had

i

. . el him button hs clohes. Thats
COU |d I'egCl n USG Of h IS hClnd . hard thing for i young man to ke
“Thankfully, Jason's USC. physician
1 . Stephen Sehnall referred him to
Explain the slogan Jason
siey Hospital, the private teaching

HGr”ngtOn ’ S green thumb [S ospical for the USC Schaol of

Medicine. Here, he met the micro-

. . ‘surgery team led by Dr. Sherman,
courtesy of his big toe. ot g et s

to-thumb transfer. In this demanding
procedure, 4 toe 1 transfetred suigi-
cally 1 replace « thamb, matching

idenuical dssue necds, from tendon
1o nail and joint to fingerup.

Today, Jasan works his familys
tarm as skillfully a5 ever. His dad
says, “Last summer, Jason and his
brother Roy planted a hundred doctors, nurses and specialises from
acres, complete with underground
itrgation. He's doing grear”

“This is just one of onr success

stories at 1 iy Hospital,

where we've buile a unique saff of

Reprinted with the permission of USC University Hospital.

THINKING ABOUT THE ADS

Review the ads in this chapter. Choose the one that you like best. Complete the following statements
based on that ad. E1 R —TF AF B AT 4G | &, e R R ERG—A, RE TR T @ %A,

The ad that I like bestis. . . because .

I think Americans would like this ad because .

It is important to many Americans to .

Other examples in American life that show how Americans feel about this value are .

“woA LD =

People from my country would/would not like this ad because .
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Audioscript and Answer Key

HRMM 2 IEN?

EFAN: FRKEMMA2FEAC? KEAIRITR, Ltk —fMHR, ER-—
A HUm? BREVRRAHMERN, —FFE, —PRAE, S5E AR
BE? RRREEBEER, ~ZEHRARE MEFK? SR, £
AV “BEMA 2 TR F, FEBENUAZNEAFRBAEA, R
REFE AT LA 29SS ? IR Wb AIIXS B CATANE R TIERIFRE, RJE
REFFMAEWRMA 2K, PUREFE!

FE 1 W, FEEREA! BIMAE RO THE, FARSHESN ASERER
. BAB—MAGKSEE, BELLEEE, RERE TE. RAGRE
AR ERHEIEY R, RAAMER SRR K . SR, BB
TN A B —VIER AR 28592, IREERE RN FAT 2 TG ?

FE2: HW AW RS EXAMNITAEREE T, EREIAR! RAFHEHF
EEABRTAE! WRIFENFERIEE T, ROSEAQFRFH. &
BRERE, AEKRABHENH 7. SRAERLEE AR, &
—HAERE. BH, REEBIHA 2B IR UM R B ? RERE
AREMED M RF LR ? MR TR —RERBIMELUERTT
AN EY AT . AR REMNIOETFEER, EHKER, R
TG T/EG? '

P 3: WZPTLLIEFX — BV R A BRAEREMAZ R TR, BB
W HWESMURFEAR. REXEZITHE, SRERE R, ¥
P BN F AR E R LR RET . A T BRI
HFEE, AMIERE ARl 2T mARREA R, M1 ER AN
FFFERKHET o« HRBNAZXKEET, W TRRKE, XBREZHHE.
FEZS TARRUBBERSG T, VRAESE R M A Kg ?

R4 RO TS ANE . BRIRITEIARKMTT, R, RMNZARMMKE
REFERAKE, HEDHATMIE R —ETE. mRIEENKEKE
WEIEE R AL LRI, IR TR F AT T E—RE & 0
MAER RiE, AR FRER. ANRLIACIIR LI TR, &
DLATEERMFAARER, RAEBMNAZRELER! IREEFE H MR
Mk ?




