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Preface

March Towards the “Deep Urbanization”

(by Qiu Baoxing)
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Introduction

“The Paris conference should reject the narrow-minded mentality of a Zero-
sum Game and facilitate all the countries especially the developed countries to
share a little more experience and assume a little more responsibility for the mu-
tual beneficial goal. ” President Xi Jinping made a speech at the Paris Climate
Change Conference in 2015, which contributed Chinese wisdom to the deep think-
ing and exploration of the future global governance, as well as the promotion and
construction of the common destiny for all human communities. In the macro sit-
uation, the green low-carbon development has become a universal consensus of
the international communities. Under the guidance of this goal, ecological civili-
zation has rose to be China’s basic national policy.

2016 is the beginning year of the “13™ Five-year Period” . Recently. China
has, with glebally unprecedented power and exceeding efforts, implemented pol-
lution control, environmental protection, large-scale green building promotion,
sponge city development and steadily executed the pilot and demonstration pro-
jects in cooperation with the United States, Germany and other countries. As the
world’ s largest developing country. China is zealously exploring a referential
green development model, through its own actions and wisdom and comprehen-
sively promoting the ecological construction of both the urban and rural areas.

The green low-carbon development is not only a goal but also a process. In
this case, the concept is more important than technologies, the mechanism is
more important than the goal while the standard is more important than the mod-
el. Green low-carbon development is a systematic project, requiring the theoreti-
cal support of the complex ecology. And we are already deeply aware of the ur-
gency of low-carbon development and th.e importance of urban ecological transfor-
mation. Effective integrated solutions to the move towards an in-depth urbaniza-
tion are provided by the low-carbonization or de-carbonization tackling climate

change and the digitalization, informatization and intelligentization featuring



smart city and the Internet. On this basis, the serial China LLow-carbon City An-
nual Report will continue to review and summarize the methods and techniques,
experience and characteristics of the low-carbon city construction and develop-
ment. hoping to offer China and other developing countries a useful reference in
this endeavor.

The first chapter of the Report, *Latest Development”, mainly describes the
domestic and international low-carbon city development status in 2015 with pros-
pects of analyzing the experience and lessons gained in the related industries, ex-
ploring its future challenges and trends and providing a comprehensive under-
standing of its advancement towards an in-depth urbanization through a summary
of new policies, technologies, practices. and major events at home and abroad.
The second chapter of the Report *Understanding and Thinking”. summarizes
major low-carbon eco-cities from a methodological height, clarifies the new ur-
banization path under the “new normal” - a joint development of low carbon and
smartness, an advance [rom integrating points and sphere to the coordination,
from promoting synergy in horizontal and vertical angles to the cooperation and
from the drawbacks reinforce to the major breakthroughs, interprets China’s ur-
banization process from theory to action, from action to deepening, puts “low-
carbon city”, “smart city” and other concepts into practice and explores the dem-
onstration models suitable for China. The third chapter. “Methods and Tech-
niques”. sums up the research hotspots of the low-carbon ecological technology
and systematically sorts out the research progress in the techniques and methods
of the resilient city, planning integration. material flow analysis, renewable ener-
gy. smart city. human cultural needs. index system. economic incentives and
other aspects. In addition to a continuous focus on green ecological demonstration
city (district) . the fourth chapter analyzes the practical cases of green eco-city
construction, evaluates the special low-carbon eco-city practical cases including
the pilot city construction with carbon emission trading, the low-carbon ecological
village construction. the urban green organic updating, the promotion of the local
green ecological district, the green ecological pilot demonstration driven by the
international cooperation. the scale construction of green architecture and sponge
city. The fifth chapter, China’s Urban Ecological Livable Development Index Re-
port (2016), for the first time takes city cluster as its research object and analyzes
the city clusters with different geological locations, development focuses and ob-

jective influences from their respective natural endowments in livable aspects

— 13 —_—



through a holistic approach.

China’s Low-carbon Eco-city Development Annual Report (2016) aims on
the move towards an in-depth urbanization and “one respect and five co-ordina-
tions” and concentrates more on the patterns and characteristics of the new ur-
banization as comparing to China’s Low—ca'rbon Eco-city Development Annual Re-
port (2015). Its innovations and features mainly lie in its sorting of the features of
voluntary emission reduction countries and the practical cases of building the city
brand, its offering of the theoretical experience and the problem-oriented guide-
line in abiding by the urban development rule and its pioneering in-depth analysis
and assessment of the relevant indicators of economic development. urbanization,
resource and energy efficiency and ecological construction among the city clus-
ters. Comparing the results in the Annual Reports from 2013 to 2016, it’s appar-
ent that the rated city clusters have been gradually showing the trend of a livable
development.

Because of the diversity and complexity of the connotation of the low-carbon
eco-city as well as the limits of structure and level of knowledge of the editors,
the Report can not cover everything. It is inevitably inappropriate in some way.
so the readers are welcome to give us feedbacks. By continuously enriching and
improving this serial Report, we expect the content of the book can rouse a com-
mon concern and resonance and lead to a joint promotion of the development of
China’s low-carbon eco-city.

Belonging to the serial research works on China’s urban studies, this report
absorbs the latest research results of many domestic scholars in the related fields
and is composed and organized by Eco-cities Research Committee of Chinese Soci-
ety for Urban Studies. Hereby, let us express our sincere thanks to all the ex-

perts and scholars who have participated in the writing and compiling work!
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